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PRESIDENT'S NOTES 
By Mike Alford

We’re into April and while no settlement has been reached on 
Measure B issues, at least both sides are at the bargaining table.  
This is a critical juncture for the City.  Residents continue to 
suffer from crippled police and fire services, while public safety 
employees continue to leave the City in droves.  It’s time for the 
City to get real about coming to an agreement.

We understand that the recent phases of negotiations have at least been somewhat 
productive.  To complicate things, the bargaining groups are not only negotiating a 
potential settlement to Measure B, but on their own MOA’s and retiree health care as 
well.  

Unfortunately, we do not have faith in our new Mayor’s ability to lead effectively.  
Take for example the Mayor’s approach to his expressed desire for the city to take 
over the administering of the ambulance service from the county. When he brought it 
to the county officials, there had been no preparation. There were no figures or any 
plans on how the “take over” was to be implemented.  When asked to present his case 
for the change the Mayor stood like a deer in the headlights.

We have to hope that the new members of the City Council can work with those 
councilmembers who have always taken a reasonably position on employee and 
retiree issues, can keep the City focused on fixing this mess in a fair and equitable 
manner.  

The POA leadership and local 230 are making their best effort to resolve the issues in 
a fair and equitable way for all parties. When I get more information I will pass it 
along.

On another subject, A lot of members who have worker’s comp. issues have been 
experiencing problems with gaining approval for procedures and medication of late. 
As an attempt to remedy some of the issues, Carmen Angeles and Roger Hurtado who 
are the Contact people for worker’s comp, will be attending our May membership 
meeting. They will give a presentation and answer questions for the membership. If 
you have needs or interest in this area be sure to be at the May meeting on May 14th 
11:00am.

DO WE HAVE YOUR
E-MAIL ADDRESS?
Sign up on our website to ensure you 
are kept up to speed with the latest 
Association developments.  



THE INFORMED VIEW
By Nick Muyo

 
(I am writing today in my capacity as an involved retiree and not as a member of the Board of the Police and Fire Department Retirement 
Plan.  All opinions expressed herein are strictly my own and do not necessarily reflect the official positions or views of the Police and Fire 
Department Plan or its Board.)

My friends, 

This month’s article is dedicated to San Jose Police Officer Michael Johnson #3718.  

We’ll return to normal Board business next month.  I just want to offer some random thoughts and observations about the 
goings on following Mike’s passing.  

Let me start by saying that I didn’t know Mike Johnson.  I didn’t know Jeff Fontana well.  I’ve had several members of their 
academy class work on various patrol teams of mine.  My oldest daughter babysat for some of their children.  All police 
officer deaths sting.  For me, this one stings more so than most, and I’ve been trying to figure out why.  

Is it because it comes on the heels of a lengthy and on-going battle over pension reform?  Is it because just several 
months ago, the community was in an uproar over the use of drones and armored military surplus vehicles?  Is it because 
morale is rumored to be low?  Is it because our officers continue to leave in record numbers?  

Let me thank our officers, our Command Staff, our City leadership for not making this a pension reform issue or a staffing 
issue.  To do so would have cheapened Mike’s sacrifice.  

Let me say this.  I don’t believe that Mike’s death had anything to do with morale, minimal staffing, pension reform or any 
of half a dozen other factors.  A tragedy like this was set in motion by the actions of a coward (and I will not dignify his 
existence by mentioning him here by name).  But an armored vehicle would have been useful had Mike been injured and 
laying in the field of fire from a suspect in an elevated position with a high-powered rifle.  A drone would have been useful 
to scan the balcony for the suspect without putting other officers in harm’s way.  

I told a friend recently that I think that what bothers me most is that Mike never had a chance to defend himself.  We all 
know the hazards of this job, whether we’re in uniform, plainclothes or working undercover.  But I would guess that, like 
me, many of you want to be “in” the fight.  If we’re handling that one call, that last call, where we might be fighting for our 
lives, we want some control over the outcome.  Having spoken to some of his friends and classmates, it is clear that Mike 
was well-equipped to defend himself, but was never given that chance.  

I attended Mike’s funeral.  I had to attend Mike’s funeral.  I thank the many local agencies who handled patrol duties so 
that all of SJPD could attend the service.  I want to thank Officer David Solis and Jamie Radack (Mike’s sister) for making it 
through their eulogies and for enlightening us all just a little bit about what a wonderful person and Officer Mike was.  

In the days following Mike’s passing, there was an outpouring of support from the community.  There were calls to “hug a 
cop” and to “thank a cop.”  Let’s not forget our other unsung heroes.  Let’s remember to “thank our dispatchers” and our 
call-takers who did such an outstanding job that night, and continue to do every single day.  I saw officers from all over the 
country there.  I saw many retirees in attendance.  I saw former San Jose officers there in their new uniforms.  As someone 
said, “For one day, San Jose PD was whole again.”  It was an opportunity to rekindle old friendships.  And it was an 
opportunity to honor our fallen brother.  

God Bless Michael Johnson… God Bless Douglas Potwora… and God Bless police officers, firefighters, first responders, 
dispatchers and call-takers everywhere. Stay safe and be well in retirement…  
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RETIREMENT
Robert Boose, Police Officer,  15.32 years of service. 
Erik Regala, Police Officer, 24.88 years of service. 
Matthew Smith, Fire Captain, 28.41 years of service. 
Joe Grimaldo, Fire Captain, 25.12 years of service.
Kenneth J. Leytem Jr., Police Officer, 19.80 years of service. 
Michael J. Ramos, Fire Engineer, 25.05 years of service.
James F. Voreyer, Fire Captain, 25.13 years of service.

NEW MEMBERS
Matthew R. Smith
Michael Jurgens
Aaron E. Lambert
Richard Baily, JE.
Ralph Padilla
Michael Sullivan
Ruben L. Torres

James Williams, JR.
Michael E. Smith
Scott Ackemann
Robert Fischer
Alberto N. Olmos
Randy Perez
Joel Phelan

Save money, save paper.
Sign up for E-Newsletter. By signing up to receive the newsletter through e-mail, you will get the same content, only you 
will help the Association save money on printing and postage costs. If you wish to receive the newsletter via e-mail versus 
regular mail, please send an e-mail to treasurer@retiredsjpoff.org

GOOD & WELFARE
Editor’s Note:  From time to time, the Billy & Spanner will now feature a “Good & Welfare” section.  The purpose of this section will be to 
keep the membership informed on the health and well-being of your fellow retirees.  We will provide updates on the health of members 
when contacted by members or their family members and provide you with the appropriate ways to get in touch with members who are 
in need of a friendly voice or prayers.  

MEMBER CHUCK REBHAN
Chuck is now in the board and care home, “Friendship House.”  Chuck’s daughter, Lori Mattern would appreciate it 
if her father had visitors.  It is best to call the facility prior to visiting.  Also, anyone wanting more information on 
Chuck can call Lori at 408-309-0114. Contact information for Friendship House:
 

Friendship House
1511 Princeton Drive
San Jose, CA 95118

Phone: 408-665-0911

MEMBER RICK WARDELL
Unfortunately, we've learned that Retired Fire Capt. Rick Wardall is going through chemotherapy for cancer.  He 
would like contact from other retirees through phone calls, letters, emails, and visits. 

Prior to visiting his home call his wife Maria to make sure he is physically up to a visit at (650) 922-7222.  Their 
address is 11820 South Wood Drive Saratoga,Ca. 95070.  The latest e-mail address we have on file for him is: 
sjfdeng@aol.com

MEMORIAL FOR RETIREE DENNIS MADIGAN
Memorial service hosted by the San Jose Fire Museum will be Saturday May 16.  There will be a simple memorial 
service at 9:30 A.M. with light refreshments to follow. Please come by and join Dennis' family, friends, and fellow 
firefighters to show respect to his great life and career as an SJFD Firefighter.  The San Jose Fire Museum is hosting 
this event and would appreciate your RSVP so they can have a rough headcount for table, chairs, and refreshments.  
Please call (408) 793-4321 to RSVP or if you have any questions.



ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
Mike Alford, President    president@retiredsjpoff.org

Pat Boyd, VP of Police   vppolice@retiredsjpoff.org

Ray Storms, VP of Fire   510 507-1136
     vpfire@retiredsjpoff.org

Dale Foster, Secretary    secretary@retiredsjpoff.org

Larry Samarron, Jr. Treasurer   treasurer@retiredsjpoff.org
     

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
Jerry Ellis, Mike Moffett, Paul Schmidt, Paul Salerno, Jerry Boyer
Tim Miller, Walt Bugna, John Shuman 

WIDOWS & ORPHANS OFFICERS
President (COA) Jeremy Wise   831-566-7624
VP (SJA) Larry R. Chua    408-926-2709
VP (COR) Bill McCluskey   408-985-7563
Secretary (SJR) Jerry Boyer    408-294-0783
Treasurer (SJR) Jerry Ellis    408-730-9974
Treas. Emeritus (SJR) Mike Moffett  408-867-0405

POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President - David Wysuph, Vice President - Steve Windisch, Sec-Treasurer - Larry Lundberg, 
Sgt at arms - Bob Moir  www.sjpba.net

P.O. Box 28041
San Jose, CA 95159-8041

visit our website:
www.retiredsjpoff.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Volume  23
No.4
April 2015

5/6/15 City Diner – Tan, 2951 Monterey Rd., SJ – 269-5490

5/13/15 Burger Pit – Blue, 120 Blossom Hill Rd., SJ – 225-6030

5/14/15  Association Meetings 11AM to 1PM at

 the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

5/16/15  Associaton Meeting, Folsom BBQ, 12PM, 

 The Lew Howard Pavillian 7100 Baldwin Dam Rd. Folsom, CA 95630

5/20/15 Goodies – Wine, 2201 S. Bascom Ave., Campbell, 369-1236

5/27/15 Bill of Faire Restaurant – Green, 1005 Saratoga Ave at Williams - 408-446-4050

6/3 Hick’ry Pit – Gray, 980 E. Campbell Ave., Campbell 408-371-2400

6/10 City Diner – Tan, 2951 Monterey Rd., SJ 408-269-5490

6/11/15  Association Meetings 11AM to 1PM at 

 the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

6/17/15 Burger Pit – Blue, 120 Blossom Hill Rd., SJ – 225-6030


