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PRESIDENT'S NOTES 
By Mike Alford

As I sit here contemplating what to write for this month’s 
article, I begin to think about commitment and service. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire board 
for their selfless commitment to serving the membership and 
upholding the standards of those who have served before us, 
all without financial compensation.

It is with the word commitment in mind that I want to again remind anyone who is 
thinking of serving on the board in any position, that it is an honorable thing to do 
and all who can see a need should step up to fill it. I also want to remind all that I 
do not intend to continue as your President after the end of this term. So in 
November, someone will have to step up to fill the need. There are many who are 
far more qualified than I to do this job. I just feel that two years is long enough and 
its time for a fresh perspective. 

I also want to travel a lot next year which will affect the commitment to be here 
working for you and I would feel guilty for not fulfilling that commitment.  With that 
I will say it has been a great honor to be the President of this organization and I 
hope that I have lived up to the task. I will continue to fulfill my obligation through 
the end of this term with only one more absence for the October meeting. I will 
also continue to be available to work behind the scenes and help wherever 
needed.

As for an update, our nemesis measure “B” is still in limbo. The briefs have been 
filed with the appellate court and we now play the waiting game.  However, the 
City Council may look to put the entire settlement agreement on the ballot.  You 
can read more about that inside this newsletter. 

UPDATES ON THE
MEASURE B LAWSUIT & 
CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT
4 ELECTION



Place: Coyote Ranch (just off of Monterey Highway in the Coyote Valley)

When: Thursday, August 11, 2016
Time: 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM Dinner will be served at 5:00 PM

Cost: $10 for Members  | $15 for Spouse 
$15 children between ages 12-16  | $20 for Non-Members

Association of Retired San Jose
Police Officers and Firefighters 
33nd Annual August 2016 BBQ 

Food Served:
BBQ Ribs & Chicken

Corn on Cob

Salad, 

Garlic Bread

Soft Drinks

Beer & Wine

MAKE Checks
PAYABLE TO:

AORSJPO&FF AND SEND TO:
Jerry Ellis
P.O. BOX 28041
SAN JOSE, CA 95159

FATE OF SAN JOSE DISTRICT 4 CITY COUNCIL RACE STILL UNCERTAIN

Nearly two months since Election Day, residents in San Jose’s City Council District 4 still do not know 
who their councilmember will be come next year.  In a rare turn of events, incumbent City Council-
member Manh Nguyen, who was narrowly defeated by Lan Diep in the election has initiated a full 
recount of the ballots. 
 
This comes after the mandated recount performed by the Registrar of Voters early this month. Nguyen 
has to pay for the recount himself through his private funds and left over money in his campaign 
account.  The process is slow and tedious and Diep’s gap has slowly narrowed as Nguyen’s attorneys 
have challenged ballots during the recount. 
 
Because it was a two-person race, there will be no runoff in November.  Thus, the victor, as determined 
by the recount, will take office January 1, 2017.  Nguyen, who was elected through a special election 
conducted following former City Council member Kansen Chu vacated the office following his 
successful run for State Assembly.   We will keep you posted on the outcome of the recount.  
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Save money, save paper.
Sign up for E-Newsletter. By signing up to receive the newsletter through e-mail, you will get the same content, only 
you will help the Association save money on printing and postage costs. If you wish to receive the newsletter via 
e-mail versus regular mail, please send an e-mail to treasurer@retiredsjpoff.org

CITY COUNCIL MAY PUT PENSION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
ON THE BALLOT
Looking to ensure the negotiated settlement changes to Measure B are enacted, the City will consider 
placing the entire agreement negotiated with city unions on the November ballot.  If passed by the 
voters, the negotiated settlement changes will become law and will make the lawsuit filed by former 
City Councilmember Pete Constant and out-of-town billionaire Charles Munger moot.

It’s unfortunate that after three years, the impacts of Measure B still affect us all.  If the Council 
decides to place the ballot measure before the voters this November, it represents the best opportunity 
to end the past strife and to finally begin the process of slowly rebuilding the San Jose Police and Fire 
Departments.

What happens if the ballot measure does not prevail or if the City Council chooses not to place the 
measure on the ballot?  Then the current process pursued by the City and employees, of asking a judge 
to invalidate the 2012 Measure B because the city did not negotiate in good faith must move forward.

The downside of that approach is that it will leave uncertainty until all likely appeals are pursued in the 
courts.  From a practical standpoint, that will likely mean the next wave of police officers and fire 
fighters will flee the city, seeking stable, dependable benefits for the service they provide.  It will also 
mean continued troubles for both departments in attracting high-quality new recruits.  

For retirees, it means continued uncertainty as to what may happen with retiree health care.  We hope 
the Council takes action and that the voters choose to support the hard work of both employees and 
management in reaching the settlement agreement.  

We will keep you informed as this develops.

REMINDER: IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF FIREFIGHTERS 
WIDOWS & ORPHANS ASSOCIATION

If you are a member of the Firefighters Widows & Orphans Association and you remarry, move, or 
have addition children since you have joined the fire department, please contact Jerry Ellis and request 
a new membership/beneficiary card.  There are some members who currently do not have a beneficiary 
listed.  The benefit is at $7,500.00 that goes to the survivor. If you are not sure, please contact Jerry 
Ellis at jerryellis321@gmailcom or 408-730-9974. 
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8/3 City Diner – Tan,2951 Monterey Rd., SJ, 408-269-5490

8/10 Burger Pit – Blue 120 Blossom Hill Rd., SJ 408-225-6030

8/11 Annual Association BBQ, 3PM to 7PM, Coyote Ranch

8/17 Police Benevolent Association, 5PM,

 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

8/24 Bill of Faire Restaurant – Green 1005 Saratoga Ave at Williams, 408-446-4050

8/31 Hick’ry Pit – Gray, 980 E. Campbell Ave., Campbell 371-2400

9/7 City Diner – Tan,2951 Monterey Rd., SJ, 408-269-5490

9/14 Burger Pit – Blue 120 Blossom Hill Rd., SJ 408-225-6030

9/15 Association Meeting, 11AM to 1PM 

 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

9/21 Police Benevolent Association, 5PM, 

 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

9/21 Goodies – Wine. 2201 S. Bascom Ave. Campbell 408 369-1236


