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PRESIDENT'S NOTES 
By Mike Alford

As I was racking my brain for something to write about this 
month, and believe me when I say for my limited writing ability 
that is a strain. I began to think about many deaths this past 
couple of weeks that have touched me personally. There were 
three in the last ten days. 

I began to think about the great service I attended on Tuesday 
6-21-16 for Officer Michael Katherman. What stood out to me 

and in reflection what stands out at every funeral I have attended recently, or every one 
I’ve ever attended, was, how people praise the deceased. They talk about what a great 
person the deceased was and how they impacted their life or the community. This 
made me start to think, and wonder if people told the deceased how they felt while 
they were still living.

Too many times we are too busy with life in general to tell people how much they mean 
to us, or how something they have done has impacted our life. I wonder what an 
impact it would have had on them had people expressed their appreciation for the 
things they had done no matter how trivial they may have felt it was at the time.

I think we can all relate to the gratifying feeling we have when we’re praised and 
appreciated for what we do.  Whether at work or at home.   

I will end my rambling with a this thought. Take the time to tell someone who has done 
something for you or someone else that you noticed, how you appreciate them and 
what they have done. Don’t wait until their funeral to tell them how you feel.

SAN JOSE MOURNS OFFICER MICHAEL KATHERMAN
The men and women of the San Jose Police Department, as well as the community as 
a whole mourned the loss of Officer Michael Katherman earlier this month.  Officer 
Katherman was killed in a traffic accident in the line of duty on June 14.  Thousands of 
mourners filled the SAP Center in downtown San Jose to memorialize the 11-year 
veteran’s life and career dedicated to serving the citizens of San Jose.
 
Officer Kathernman left behind a wife and two young children.  He was SJPD’s 13th 
officer killed in the line of duty.  For those interested in making donations to support his 
family, you can visit www.sjpoa.com.   

JULY MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
At the July Association Meeting, 
Roberto Pena, Director of Retire-
ment Services, will attend to explain 
the health care changes to come. A 
representative from Sutter Health 
will also be there to answer 
questions.

Officer Michael Katherman #3900
End of Watch: June 14, 2016



SJ MEASURE B SALES TAX EASILY PASSES

Place: Coyote Ranch (just off of Monterey Highway in the Coyote Valley)

When: Thursday, August 11, 2016
Time: 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM Dinner will be served at 5:00 PM

Cost: $10 for Members  | $15 for Spouse 
$15 children between ages 12-16  | $20 for Non-Members

Association of Retired San Jose
Police Officers and Firefighters 
33nd Annual August 2016 BBQ 

Food Served:
BBQ Ribs & Chicken

Corn on Cob

Salad, 

Garlic Bread

Soft Drinks

Beer & Wine

MAKE Checks
PAYABLE TO:

AORSJPO&FF AND SEND TO:
Jerry Ellis
P.O. BOX 28041
SAN JOSE, CA 95159

Confirming voters commitment to restoring the public safety services slashed by budget cuts and the disastrous Measure 
B (2012’s Measure B), San Jose’s voters overwhelmingly passed the Measure B sales tax with over 61% of the vote.  

While the funds generated by Measure B will not be specifically ear marked for public safety purposes, the Mayor and 
City Council have stated that rebuilding the Police and Fire Departments will be the top priority for the new funds.  The 
passage of the sales tax is significant in that it completes a three-prong process that City employees committed to over 
four years ago: pay cuts, pension reform and revenue enhancement.  Former Mayor  Reed and his council allies reneged 
on the promise of a new revenue measure multiple times.   

Everyone is hopeful that the new revenues will begin the process to repairing the considerable damage suffered by our 
Police and Fire Departments.   

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF FIREFIGHTERS WIDOWS 
& ORPHANS ASSOCIATION

If you are a member of the Firefighters Widows & Orphans Association and you remarry, move, or have addition 
children since you have joined the fire department, please contact Jerry Ellis and request a new membership/beneficiary 
card.  There are some members who currently do not have a beneficiary listed.  The benefit is at $7,500.00 that goes to 
the survivor. If you are not sure, please contact Jerry Ellis at jerryellis321@gmailcom or 408-730-9974. 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RETIREMENT
Michael Dziuba, Police Lieutenant, 25.65 years of service
James C. Hagan III, Police Sergeant, 27.89 years of service.
Albert E. Valcarcel, Police Officer, 26.5 years of service.
Rick Yu, Police Sergeant, 25.65 years of service.

Save money, save paper.
Sign up for E-Newsletter. By signing up to receive the newsletter through e-mail, you will get the same content, only 
you will help the Association save money on printing and postage costs. If you wish to receive the newsletter via 
e-mail versus regular mail, please send an e-mail to treasurer@retiredsjpoff.org

SAN JOSE CITY COUNCIL ELECTION ROUND UP
The San Jose City Council primary elections are done and it was a bit of a bizarre set of results.  In what is almost 
unheard of in San Jose City Council elections, District 4 City Councilmember Manh Nguyen was narrowly defeated 
by candidate Lan Diep with a total of 50.08% of the vote to Nguyen’s 49.92%.    Diep narrowly missed making the 
runoff in the special election to replace Councilmember Kansen Chu last year.  Because Diep achieved more than 
50% of the vote, he will be the next District 4 councilmember come January 1, 2017 baring a challenge of the 
election results by Nguyen (no challenge was filed as of the writing of this article). 

In other races, Association backed candidate Josh Barousse did not make the runoff in the race to replace District 8 
Councilmember Rose Herrera.  The top two vote getters in that race were Evergreen School District Boardmember 
Sylvia Arenas who received 23.8% of the vote and Jimmy Nguyen who received 22.87% of the vote.  

Council District 2 will see Sergio Jimenez face off against Steve Brown.  Jimenez had the backing of Association 
allies, the South Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council as well as Councilmembers Don Rocha and Raul Peralez.  Jimenez 
won 32.86% of the vote while Steve Brown won 31.96%.  

In Council District 6, candidates Helen Chapman will face Dev Davis in the runoff election to replace Councilmem-
ber Pierluigi Olivero.  Both candidates received just over 20% of the vote in the 8-way race.  Davis, has received 
backing from Measure B champions Chuck Reed and Pete Constant.  While Helen Chapman had the support of 
Association allies the South Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council, Supervisors Ken Yeager and Dave Cortese as well as 
Councilmeber Don Rocha.  

In other races, Association backed candidate Josh Barousse did not make the runoff in the race to replace District 8 
Councilmember Rose Herrera.  The top two vote getters in that race were Evergreen School District Boardmember 
Sylvia Arenas who received 23.8% of the vote and Jimmy Nguyen who received 22.87% of the vote.  

District 10 Councilmember Johnny Khamis won re-election facing essentially no organized opposition in the election.

The Association will be doing another round of endorsement interviews prior to making endorsements for the run-off 
elections in November.  
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7/6 Burger Pit – Blue 120 Blossom Hill Rd., SJ 408-225-6030

7/13 Goodies – Wine, 2201 S. Bascom Ave, Campbell 408-369-1236

7/14 Association Meeting, 11AM to 1PM

 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

7/20 Police Benevolent Association, 5PM,

 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

7/20 Bill of Faire Restaurant – Green 1005 Saratoga Ave at Williams, 408-446-4050

7/27 Hick’ry Pit – Gray, 980 E. Campbell Ave., Campbell 408-371-2400

8/3 City Diner – Tan,2951 Monterey Rd., SJ, 408-269-5490

8/10 Burger Pit – Blue 120 Blossom Hill Rd., SJ 408-225-6030

8/11 Annual Association BBQ, 3PM to 7PM, Coyote Ranch

8/17 Police Benevolent Association, 5PM, 

 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose

8/24 Bill of Faire Restaurant – Green 1005 Saratoga Ave at Williams, 408-446-4050


