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The Historical Society of Bloomfield

Four fall events kick off 
society’s 50th

n Book Signing: ‘Bloomfield 
Through Time’
     What defines historic character and 
what’s worth preserving? Find out by get-
ting your copy of “Bloomfield Through 
Time,” the new book by local historian 
and author Richard Rockwell. He’ll hold a 
book signing on Saturday, Oct. 3, from 1 

to 4 p.m. at Oakeside 
Bloomfield Cultural 
Center. While you’re 
there, enjoy refresh-
ments including 
hors d’oeuvres from 
Spice Thai Cuisine of 
Bloomfield. 

     Rockwell’s book features digitally 
enhanced photos from 100 year-old neg-
atives, showing Bloomfield’s transition 
from farms and water-powered-mills, to 
heavy industry, to our modern resi-
dential look. The book also depicts the 
evolution of local transportation, from 
the Morris Canal, to electric trolleys and 
railroads, to the Garden State Parkway; 
and housing shifts from Victorian homes 
to apartment buildings. 
     Rockwell is a co-founding member 
and chairperson of the Bloomfield Morris 
Canal Greenway Committee and serves 
on the boards of the Historical Society 
of Bloomfield, Bloomfield’s Historic Pres-
ervation Commission, and the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment.
     Book proceeds will go to the Friends 
of the Morris Canal Greenway in 
Bloomfield, an organization devoted to 
preserving the canal and 
the Collins House.
 
n Tour Bloomfield 
Cemetery
     Take a stroll through 
Bloomfield Cemetery with 
knowledgeable guides who 
can bring local history to 
life with stops at selected 
headstones. The Glen 
Ridge Historical Society 
and The Historical Society 
of Bloomfield will host the 

free tour on Saturday, Oct. 17 at 1:30 p.m. 
(Rain date, Sunday, Oct. 18, 1:30 p.m.) 
     Among the cemetery’s notables are 
members of the five families who first 
moved to Bloomfield from Newark: Davis, 
Dodd, Baldwin, Morris and Ward; 10 
Revolutionary War soldiers; New Jersey 
Governor John Franklin Fort (1908-1911); 
and several recognized leaders in Ameri-
can culture.
 
n Lecture:  Bloomfield governance 
in the 70s and 80s
     Step back a few decades and recall 
what local government looked like. On 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, HSOB will present “The 
Administration of Mayor John Kinder: 
1972-1987. Former Bloomfield Coun-
cilman Joseph Wojak will discuss the 
programs and policies, successes and dis-
appointments of Kinder’s administration. 
The free event takes place at the Bloom-
field Civic Center, 84 Broad Street, at 7:30 
p.m. Refreshments will be served. 

n Guided Morris Canal tour
     Take a guided hike along the Bloom-
field section of the historic Morris Canal 
on Saturday, Nov. 7 from 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The event is co-sponsored 
by the Historical Society of Bloomfield, 
the Bloomfield Morris Canal Greenway 
Committee and the Bloomfield Recreation 
Department. Reservations are required 
and a $5 donation is recommended. To 
reserve or for more information, e-mail 
MorrisCanal@gmail.com.

For Details 
on All Events:

Call: (973) 743-8844

Go to: www.hsob.org

E-Mail: info@hsob.org

“Only a good-for-nothing is not interested in his past,” said Sigmund 
Freud. Spark your historical curiosity at four special events hosted this 
fall by The Historical Society of Bloomfield. It’s all part of the kick-off of 
their 50th anniversary in 2016.


