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Open Our Democracy Fact Sheet 

IndependentVoting.org is a national movement for nonpartisan reform 
creating an alternative power base to the outdated and often undemocratic 
practices of traditional party politics.  

While Independents are at 45% of the population, we are treated as second 
class citizens, often locked out of participation in primary elections and 
barred from participation by a host of structural barriers. 

Rep. John Delaney has sponsored the Open Our Democracy Act, H.R. 2655 
which would enact structural reforms that would allow all voters, including 
independents to participate in the primary process, end the backward 
redistricting of letting politicians choose their voters and treat Election Day 
as a federal holiday.  

Here’s what the H.R. 2655 does: 

• Open Primaries:  Enacts nonpartisan Top Two open primaries for all US 
House and Senate seats.  Under this system, all the candidates appear on a 
single primary ballot regardless of party affiliation. Voters can vote for any 
candidate regardless of their party affiliation, and the top two vote-getters 
go onto the general elections.  Nonpartisan primaries give a greater voice to 
independents, and ends party domination of primary elections.  
 

• Redistricting reform: Directs the Comptroller General of the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) to study the impact of existing redistricting 
procedures on the representation of minority and community interests in 
Congress. The GAO produces legislative recommendations for requiring all 
states to conduct congressional redistricting via independent commissions.  
This would lead to Congressional districts that truly represent local 
communities, less safe seats dominated by a single party and fewer 
members focused only on winning a partisan primary. 
 

• Making Election Day a holiday: General Election Day shall be a legal 
public holiday equivalent to a federal holiday. The legislation expresses the 
sense of Congress that private employers should give employees time off to 
vote. The bill supports states maintaining early voting as well.   


