
A lawsuit threatens our children’s scholarships.  
Join the movement to #DropTheSuit

January 19, 2016
Tallahassee, Florida

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship 
began serving children from low-
income families in 2002.  In the 
upcoming 2015-2016 school 
year, it will provide $447 million in 
scholarships to 76,000 children 
from low-income families in more 
than 1,500 private schools across 
Florida.  These scholarships are 
funded by private tax-credited 
corporate contributions.  No 
direct tax dollars are used to fund 
the scholarship program.  The 
scholarship is intended to give 
economically disadvantaged 
parents a learning option for their 
ch i ld ren t ha t t hey canno t 
otherwise afford – not to provide 
an alternative to a struggling 
public school.
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An organized group including the 
Teachers’ Union and its partners 
is suing the State of Florida and 
seeking to end the Florida Tax 
Credit Scholarship that serves 
7 6 , 0 0 0 e c o n o m i c a l l y 
disadvantaged children. The 
lawsuit argues that the FTC 
violates two laws, one which says 
no state revenue can be taken 
from the public treasury to 
directly or indirectly fund any 
church and another which says 
the State of Florida will make 
adequate provisions for a high 
quality system of free, uniform 
public schools.  In 2011, the US 
Supreme Court ruled that tax 
c r e d i t s c h o l a r s h i p s a r e 
completely legal.

On January 19, 2016, school 
choice advocates from across the 
state will join together to march in 
Tallahassee and demand those 
opposed to the FTC Scholarship 
#DropTheSuit that threatens to 
force 76,000 students out of their 
preferred schools.  The march will 
begin at 10:00 am at the Civic 
Center in Tallahassee and will 
include a rally at Klemen Plaza 
where nationally recognized 
speakers will address those 
gathered in support of parental 
choice.  All participants will travel 
to the rally in complimentary 
charter buses provided by the 
Rally in Tally sponsors and will 
receive a complimentary lunch 
after the rally.


