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REPUBLICAN COUNCIL CANDIDATE REPLIES TO 
CROSSTOWN QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Five Republican Council candidates have responded to the Crosstown 
Coalition questionnaire, 2 incumbents, and 3 challengers. For the full text 
of each response go to philacrosstown.org.   Some interesting highlights 
from the responses: 

 
 

 THE TEN YEAR TAX ABATEMENT: QUES. #1  REPUBLICANS 
 

1. OH (incumbent) favors modification so that it applies to areas not being 
developed and unlikely to attract development in the foreseeable future. The 
year term and percentage “may be modified”.  

2. O’BRIEN (incumbent) answered “yes”  the abatement should continue but is 
”open to modification” because the marketplace has changed and the incentive 
may not be necessary or could be reduced to a shorter time.  

3. TRACY refers to the Kevin Gillen study concluding there is $8 of economic 
activity for every $1 in foregone taxation and observes that “In a vacuum, this 
might indicate it has been a success” with limitations in areas like Germantown 
and the Northeast. He urges at rerationalized simpler, lighter tax structure. 

4. TINNEY states he supports the continuance of the ten year tax abatement but 
then recommends it be extended to twenty years and calls for the abatement to  
cover land as well as improvements.  

5. WOLFE “would be inclined to keep it in place” because, per the Gillen study, it 
brings in more than it costs but if it is revised to bring in more money, the funds 
should be used to reduce other taxes and it should not be altered to affect only 
certain neighborhoods because the govt. makes bad decisions when fiddling 
with the market.   

 
 FREQUENCY OF REAL ESTATE TAX REASSESSMENTS: QUES #2 REPUBLICANS  

 
1. O’BRIEN( incumbent)  favors annual reassessments stating that property 

owners need a predictable and fixed schedule.  
2. OH ( incumbent)   writes that state law requires yearly assessments but asserts 

that Phila. does not have the funds or personnel so he suggests assessments 
every 3 to 4 years. 

3. TINNEY calls for reassessments every 10 years. 



2 
 

4. TRACY states that annual assessments should use an algorithm employing 
comparable transactions, rental income, replacement value. 

5. WOLFE calls for annual reassessments.   
 

 SHIFT FROM WAGE/BUSINESS TO REALTY TAXES:  QUES #3 REPUBLICANS 
 

1. OH ( incumbent)  would not rush to shift too much to real estate. He notes that 
in the modern economy people can work from home or outside the City even if 
their employers office is in the City. He believes that the real estate and 
workforce of NYC, DC and Boston are not comparable to those of Phila.  Even 
so, he urges reduction of rates on wage and net profits, U & O and business 
receipts taxes. 

2.  O’BRIEN ( incumbent)  says “we need to seriously look at reducing our city 
wage tax” and notes with approval the Center City District/Brandywine Realty  
proposal but observes the difficult challenge for potential loss of revenue during 
any shift in taxation. 

3. TINNEY does not believe in a shift to real estate taxes which he believes are 
“crushing our Seniors”  
 

4. TRACY does not directly answer the question and instead urges eliminating 
confiscatory business taxes such as the BIRT and reducing wage taxes.  

5. WOLFE  favors a gradual, predictable shift to real estate taxes and speculates 
“We can probably restructure by gradual reduction in wage & business taxes 
rather than raising real estate taxes”. 
 

 SALE OF TAX LIENS:  QUES #4 REPUBLICANS 
 

1. OH ( incumbent) does not believe that lien sales are a good idea in every case 
but describes his bill requiring referring cases to third party collectors where the 
City has merely sent notices for more than a year post delinquency subject to a 
poverty threshold.  

2. O’BRIEN ( incumbent)  says “no” to tax lien sales maintaining that a strong 
mayor and diligent city council can find ways to collect delinquent taxes.  

3. TINNEY supports selling tax liens to private investors because the City cannot 
collect delinquent taxes.  

4. TRACY replies “yes” to the sale of tax liens noting that major US cities have 
balanced private sector efficiencies with governmental oversight to protect those 
most in need.  

5. WOLFE favors the sale of tax liens and regards the Dept of Revenue as an 
incompetent tax collector but cautions against playing politics on what properties 
are sold suggesting that marketability should be the only criterion.  

 
 SHOULD COUNCIL HAVE HELD HEARING ON THE PGW SALE? QUES # 5 

DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS  
 

1. FOURTEEN  (10 DEMS & 4 REPUBS) YES, COUNCIL SHOULD HAVE HELD 
A PGW HEARING:AYERS,COHEN, DOMB, FEIBUSH, 
GREEN,GYM,JOHNSON (incumbent), O’BRIEN (incumbent), SQUILLA ( 
incumbent “I am always in favor of hearings”), STEINKE, TRACY,WOLFE, 
WYATT. 
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2. THREE (2 DEMS & 1 REPUB INCUMBENTS) NO, COUNCIL SHOULD NOT 
HAVE HELD A HEARING; 
GREENLEE (incumbent): “I think Council handled the PGW situation correctly”. 
OH ( incumbent): The reason why Council did not hold a public hearing is that 
not one member believed in the sale enough to advocate for it and Council 
should not use its limited time examining issues it does not believe in.  
REYNOLDS BROWN (incumbent); “Narrowly no . . . the deal as presented 
should (not) have received a hearing”.  

3. ONE DOES NOT ANSWER: Neilson (incumbent)  replies but does not answer 
the question as to whether Council should have conducted public hearings.  

  
 ELIMINATING COUNCIL APPROVAL OF  LAND BANK SALES: QUES # 9 

REPUBLICANS 
 
1. OH( incumbent) believes that if a land sale negatively impacts an individual or 

neighborhood they should be able to speak with their District Council members.  
2. O’BRIEN ( incumbent)  The Land Bank is in its infancy so that it is too soon to 

tinker with the present configuration.  
3. TRACY says yes eliminate the Council review requirement as part of a general 

desire to expedite sale of vacant, city owned property and to conduct a larger 
discussion no councilmanic prerogative. 

4. TINNEY would eliminate this provision which “promotes the stifling 
Councilmanic prerogative.”  

5. WOLFE writes that “City Council approval does nothing but slow down the 
process and open it up to political manipulation.” 

 
 

 PERMANENT INSPECTOR GENERAL QUES #10  
 

SEVENTEEN  FAVOR A PERMANENT INSPECTOR GENERAL:   AYERS, 
COHEN, DOMB, FEIBUSH, GREEN,GYM, JOHNSON ( incumbent), NEILSON ( 
incumbent), OH ( incumbent), O’BRIEN ( incumbent), REYNOLDS BROWN ( 
incumbent), SQUILLA ( incumbent), STEINKE,TINNEY, TRACY, WOLFE AND 
WYATT 
 
GREENLEE ( incumbent) does not answer the question and instead notes that 
attention should be addressed to a number of City offices have duties that 
conflict with the Inspector General’s including the Controller and Chief Integrity 
Officer and to finances and resources of the Inspector General’s Office. TRACY, 
although in favor of a permanent Inspector General, echoes Greenlee’s 
concerns re office conflicts by calling for a delineation of roles between the 
Inspector General, the  City Controller and the DA’s Office of Political 
Corruption.  

          
 

 NON PARTISAN ELECTORAL REDISTRICTING: QUES # 11 
 
 
1. TWELVE FAVOR REDISTRICTING  BY A NON PARTISAN COMMISSION: 

AYERS, DOMB, FEIBUSH,  GREEN,GYM, NEILSON ( incumbent),TINNEY, 
TRACY, WOLFE  WYATT 
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COHEN supports a commission charged with keeping neighborhoods in the same 
district and contiguous.  
STEINKE recommends algorithmic redistricting but if that process would result in 
minority disenfranchisement, then he favors an independent non partisan 
commission.  

2. SIX, ALL INCUMBENTS, WOULD CONTINUE REDISTRICTING  BY COUNCIL: 
GREENLEE  ( incumbent)  believes redistricting should continue to be performed by 
Council because City Council knows what populations need and, by way of 
example, notes that Council intended in the last redistricting to create a Latino 
Council district.   
JOHNSON ( incumbent)  writes that Council, as representatives of the people, 
ensures that residents’ interests are addressed in the redistricting process.  
OH ( incumbent)  states that unless a computer divides the City the redistricting task 
will be political and is not certain as to whether a commission appointed by elected 
politicians and judges would be an improvement over the current system.  
O’BRIEN ( incumbent) is against having an independent commission do 
redistricting.   
REYNOLDS BROWN( incumbent)  would explore having an independent 
commission remap districts but states such an important decision warrants public 
input.   
SQUILLA ( incumbent) is against the proposal noting and states that appointed 
positions are only as good as the persons making the appointment.  

 
 

 
 
 
 


