A Letter from Senator Barry O’Sullivan - LNP Senator for Queensland
In response to an appeal not to change the definition of marriage

22 July 2015
Dear Mrs Rowsome

Thank you for your email on same-gender marriage.
As you would be aware, our party has a long standing party position on this issue and we have consistently
shared this position with voters. My party’s position is completely in accord with my own personal
position.
Keeping in line with LNP policy, I have staunchly told my parliamentary colleagues, fellow party members,
media and the public that I will oppose any measures by parliament to alter the timeless definition of
marriage as being between a man and a woman.
I believe the strength or weakness of marriage as a social institution profoundly affects the well-being of
everyone in society, especially children.
The state should protect and promote marriage—notably the family unit, which is marriage in its fullest
fruition—because it is a distinct and irreplaceable way that men, women, and children can flourish.
The union of husband and wife is, on the whole, the most appropriate environment for rearing children.
This is an ideal that is supported by the best available social science.
Recognising same-gender relationships as marriages would legally abolish that ideal.
It would remove the notion that men and women typically have different strengths as parents; that boys
and girls tend to benefit from fathers and mothers in different ways.
I also do not support a conscience vote on the issue of same-gender marriage. A conscience vote should
only be reserved for matters of life, which this issue is not.
As I travel across the state I do not experience the apparent voter interest in the same-gender marriage
debate that is claimed in some sections of the media.
Voters are instead focussed on the day-to-day issues such as the economy, cost of living, access to quality
education, drought and infrastructure delivery.
I strongly believe marriage between one man and one woman is critical to making a positive contribution
to maintaining social stability.
Society as a whole pays a high price when marriage is devalued.
Thank you for taking the time to write to me on this very important issue.

