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The Impact Center for Public Interest Law is committed to using the formidable power of
law and legal education to advance social justice and to have a positive impact on the public
interest, promote the practice of public interest law, and expand the role of public interest
law in the professional development of New York Law School students. The Impact Center
engages in advocacy on a wide range of legal issues that promote the rights and liberties
and social and economic empowerment of members of our community—throughout New
York City, the country, and the world. Through its advocacy, the Impact Center works to
expand access to justice, eliminate the barriers to equal opportunity, and enhance the
quality of public services.

Deborah N. Archer
Co-Director, Impact Center for Public Interest Law

Richard R. Marsico

Co-Director, Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Andrew Scherer

Policy Director, Impact Center for Public Interest Law

Lisa Grumet
Associate Director, Impact Center for Public Interest Law

ABOUT THE NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL RACIAL JUSTICE PROJECT

The New York Law School Racial Justice Project is a legal advocacy initiative to protect the
constitutional and civil rights of people who have been denied those rights on the basis of
race and to increase public awareness of racism and racial injustice in the areas of education,
employment, political participation, and criminal justice. The Project has worked to achieve
these goals through impact litigation, amicus briefs, and public education initiatives.
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Letter from Deborah N. Archer,
Co-Director of the Impact Center
for Public Interest Law

The Impact Center for Public Interest Law and the Racial Justice Project at New York Law
School are pleased to publish our second edition of IMPACT, a scholarly journal featuring
articles by academics and practitioners on important social justice topics related to the
Impact Center’s annual symposium.

Our April 8, 2016 symposium, Equal Before the Law? Civil Rights and Access to Justice,
explored structural, legal, and financial barriers to equitable access to the courts, and
discussed innovative strategies to address these challenges. We also honored the former
Chief Judge of the New York State Court of Appeals, Jonathan Lippman, for his pioneering
work in promoting access to justice for all New Yorkers.

IMPACT: Collected Essays on Expanding Access to Justice, begins with Judge Lippman's
charge to our lawyers: “Justice, Justice Shall Ye Pursue.” Other authors discuss specific
aspects of the access to justice problem; alternative models for improving access to justice;
and the role of government officials in promoting justice.

With these essays we hope to encourage further discussion and innovation in this area,
with the goal of achieving the fundamental pillar of our government and purpose of our
profession: equal justice under law.

All my best,

Deborah N. Archer
Co-Director of the Impact Center for Public Interest Law
Professor of Law, New York Law School
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