
 

Americans for the Arts to Host Leadership 

Roundtable Again in Sun Valley; Topic to Focus on 

Arts and Tourism 

July 29, 2015 – For the second year in a row, Americans for the 

Arts, the leading nonprofit committed to advancing the arts and 

arts education in America, will hold its 2015 Leadership 

Roundtable in Sun Valley, Idaho.  The event will take place 

August 9-11, 2015 in Sun Valley and Ketchum.   

The Leadership Roundtables bring together a select group of 

approximately 30 distinguished artists, philanthropists, 

corporate and thought leaders in a proactive dialogue exploring 

how the arts can be utilized as a positive force for change.  

This year’s topic focuses on the arts and tourism, a subject 

that is of particular relevance to the Sun Valley community.   

Among the presenters at this year’s roundtable will be Michelle 

Boone, the Commissioner of the City of Chicago’s Department of 

Cultural Affairs and Special Events; Rod Bigelow, the Executive 

Director of the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art; and 

Jamie Bennett, Executive Director of ArtPlace America.  Boone 

was the driving force behind the Chicago Cultural Plan, 

developed in 2012, which includes over 240 initiatives to guide 

Chicago’s cultural future.  Bigelow heads the five-year-old 

museum founded by Alice Walton, which has drawn a major influx 

of tourists to Bentonville, Arkansas.  ArtPlace America 

(ArtPlace) is a ten-year collaboration among a number of 

foundations, federal agencies, and financial institutions that 

works to position arts and culture as a core sector of 

comprehensive community planning and development.  

Marty Albertson, Chair of the Sun Valley Marketing Alliance 

(SVMA) and Chair of the 2015 Americans for the Arts Leadership 



 

Roundtable initiated the discussions that led to the roundtable 

being located in Sun Valley last year.  “We are obviously 

pleased that Americans for the Arts chose to continue its 

collaboration with the arts community in Sun Valley and hold 

another roundtable here.   It’s particularly exciting that the 

topic will be arts and tourism, a subject that the SVMA, local 

arts leaders, and government officials have been giving a lot of 

thought to in the last several years.”   

 “We are looking forward to another invigorating and idea-

generating series of discussions in Sun Valley,” said Robert L. 

Lynch, president and CEO of Americans for the Arts.  “We learned 

last year what a vibrant arts and cultural community exists 

here, and are excited to share with our attendees all that Sun 

Valley has to offer. “  

The local groups involved in organizing the roundtable include 

The Sun Valley Center for the Arts, the Sun Valley Summer 

Symphony, the Sun Valley Gallery Association, the Ketchum Arts 

Commission, the Wood River Valley Studio Tour and the SVMA.   

As part of their experience, conference attendees will be 

treated to a juried visual art exhibition displayed in the 

conference facility at Sun Valley Inn and organized by Wood 

River Valley Studio Tour. The twenty-two featured artists whose 

work will be shown were selected by juror, Kirsten Furlong, 

Director of the Visual Arts Center, Boise State University in 

Boise Idaho. 

A student string quartet participating in the Sun Valley Summer 

Symphony’s week long Summer Music Workshops will perform for the 

American for the Arts delegates at a private function on Sunday, 

August 9. During the second evening of the convening, the 

delegates will enjoy the Sun Valley Summer Symphony perform two 

selections of Claude Debussy at the Sun Valley Pavilion. 



 

With more than 50 years of service, Americans for the Arts is 

perhaps best known for helping to establish the National 

Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and for leading the efforts to keep 

the arts funded and at every level of government.  Americans for 

the Arts believes that all the arts are critically important; 

that the arts are essential to the health and wealth of our 

communities; and that every American should have opportunities 

to experience the arts and arts education.  

#  #  # 

Contacts  Americans for the Arts: Graham Dunstan, 202-371-2830 

  Sun Valley: Trina Peters, 208-440-5561.   

   

 

 

 


