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BEAVER

A Letter From Principal Wynkoop
Beaver Families,

Spring at Ballard High School is a special time of the year. 
The cherry blossoms bloom in front of the school and it 
often feels like you can see the seniors maturing before your 
eyes as they make decisions on college and their future. The 
college selection and acceptance process adds stress to the 
lives of many of our seniors and when they reach the end 
of that process, it is often like a weight is lifted off of their 
shoulders. Make sure they know this is a question that does 

not have a single correct answer. It is far more important that they make the 
best of wherever they end up next year. They have made us all so proud and it 
is exciting to see them reap the rewards of their hard work. 

Recently, we have had an amazing run of great things happening here at BHS. 
The Performing Arts Department has been sharing their excellence in every 
corner of the United States with performances in Florida, California and even 
New York City’s Carnegie Hall. Here at home, we were treated to the best 
piece of high school theatre I have ever seen, Ballard’s production of Children 
of Eden. It was truly an astonishing work of art and amazing kudos go to the 
performers, the crew and their talented instructors. Another success includes 
the Robotics Team winning the Northwest District event at Mount Vernon HS 
to advance to Regionals in Portland. If things go well there, the group could 
return to St Louis for the International competition later this spring. Ballard 
also has a handful of competitors heading to the International competition  
for DECA in Nashville, Tennessee. Congratulations to all of our performers  
and competitors.

Many of you already know what the Ballard Bash is, but I am sure that some of 
you still don’t. The Bash is the annual opportunity for our parents and staff to 
come together to have a lot of fun and to raise a bunch of money to support 
our teachers and serve our students. Although my wife looks forward to the 
stuff (mostly the jewelry in the silent auction), the part of the Bash that I look 
forward to is spending time with our parents in a fun, relaxed atmosphere. I 
talk a lot about community and I am usually thinking about our students, but 
the same principles hold true for our parents and staff members. To make the 
most of the high school experience as parents, come out to the Bash, enjoy 
the food, have a fun conversation with your child’s favorite teacher and maybe 
bid on something. When we come together, the outcomes are powerful for 
our students and for each other.

This year’s PTSA Ballard Bash is scheduled for Saturday, April 23rd at a 
new venue for us, the North Seattle College Grove Banquet Hall. There is 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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PTSA President says... Don’t Miss the Parties! 

CHECK OUT THE PTSA WEBSITE AT: ballardhighschoolptsa.org/

wynkoop (continued from page 1)

Welcome to spring! As I write this, the sun is shining 
brightly with the prospect of a beautiful, dry week 
ahead.

For this PTSA president, it's about the time of year to 
start reflecting on what we have accomplished as a 
PTSA. We've had on very successful fund raiser, two 
great general meetings, and we've gone through our 
fall grant allocation, with which we were able to help 
create a great educational environment for all BHS 
students. I'd like to say we've done enough, but I feel 
that there is more that we can do. I hope that in these 
last few months that school is in session, we can really 
up the visibility of your PTSA and clearly define and 
communicate our mission.

In April, we'll have our second major fundraiser of the 
year: the BASH Auction and Dinner. I guarantee, this will 
be a very fun evening- great food, fun items to bid on, 
an exciting new location, and even a surprise guest that 
long time Seattleites will remember fondly. Come join 
us! Check out the website for more information. 

Before the year ends, we'll also have another round of 
grants. For more information about grants at Ballard 
High School, and how we use money raised to make a 
great school even better, check out this page, where we 
explain the process in detail. 

For you families of seniors—your student is going to be 
graduating soon! What will they do after graduation? 
Did you know that the Ballard High School PTSA works 
very hard to put on a graduation night party for seniors? 
It's called Senior SPREE- a Ballard High School tradition 
for years. SPREE is an all-night party hosted by Grad 
Nights and chaperoned by BHS parents and staff. Past 
venues include the Family Fun Center, the Pacific Science 
Center, and Rainforest Café. Past activities include, 
bowling, video games, sumo wrestling, henna artists, 
DJ's, a hypnotist and, of course, tons of food. Sign your 
kids up on the site above.

I'm really enjoying my involvement this year, and I hope 
that you and your students are as well. I'm looking 
forward to these next few months and plan to use the 
remaining time very well. I hope to see at the BASH, a 
meeting, or volunteering at an event. 

And finally, stay in touch with us on the Friend of 
Ballard High School Facebook page, on Twitter: @
ballardhsPTSA, and at our website at http://www.
ballardhighschoolptsa.org for information on upcoming 
meetings and events. 

Wishing you all well, 

Joel Niemeyer, Ballard High School PTSA President

convenient parking and I am told that this new building is really a great place for events like this. Our amazing Bash 
Chairs, Teresa Moore and Christine Segat, have organized a team of volunteers that are organizing an event that should 
not be missed. I really hope to see all of you there.

Lastly, I am reminded of my favorite line from the most meaningful book I read when I was a senior at BHS. The book 
is called “Heart of Darkness” by Joseph Conrad and the line that really stuck with me was “the fascination of the 
abomination…” Basically it was talking about how we are drawn to things that are hideous and I have been reminded 
about that line as I have observed the current Presidential campaign. Regardless of your political viewpoints, most 
observers would agree that much of it has been repugnant. The silver lining to this is that I hope that this is a way to 
get your sons and daughters interested in the political process. It is unlikely that whomever is chosen this November is 
going to bring our country together, but the more that we can engage young people, the more that there is hope for 
the future. Tap into their fascination and hopefully in the long run, we can all find a way to rise above the abomination. 

Keven Wynkoop 
Principal, Ballard High School

www.ballardhighschoolptsa.org
http://www.ballardhighschoolptsa.org/ptsa-disbursement-process/
http://www.ballardhighschoolptsa.org
http://www.gradnights.com/e/ballard/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/419986604852122/
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Come Celebrate Ballard! 

Ballard High School PTSA presents our annual BASH Dinner and Auction that supports many 
of the Academic and Enrichment programs in our school community.  

The PTSA is an advocate for students to have access to the resources, tools and support 
needed for the best education. 

SAVE THE DATE:
Saturday, April 23, 2016 

North Seattle Community College in the “Grove Banquet Hall”
5:30 –10:00 p.m.

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP to make this happen! 

 

For more information on how you can help, please contact either Christine or Teresa at bhsbeaverbash@gmail.com

■  Attend the Event. Have fun, meet and mingle 
with staff, alumni and other parents as we 
support Ballard High School. For more 
information visit BallardBash.MaestroWeb.com. 
Registration details to follow soon.

■  Join the Auction Committee! 

■  We are looking for corporate sponsors who can 
help underwrite some of the costs so that more 
dollars go to fund our kids' education. 

■  Want to donate an auction item? Here are some of the things we 
are looking for: 

 -  Donate tickets to dance, music or theater productions 
 -  Ticket packages to a sporting event or favorite Hotel downtown 
 - Gift certificates to your favorite restaurant
 - Themed gift baskets 
 - Donate bottles of wine for the wine grab
 - Donate a weekend at your cabin/condo/timeshare
 -  Share your hobby or special skill — Babysitting, weed pulling, 

dog walking….the ideas are limitless…
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Chicken Pox Vaccines 
Required for Upcoming 
School Year
School vaccination regulations in Washington State 
have changed for the upcoming 2016-17 school year. 
The WA State Department of Health now requires two 
doses of chickenpox (Varicella) vaccine for all students 
in grades K through 12. 

Here’s what you need to do:

Check your student vaccination records or contact your 
health care provider and be sure that each student has 
the required vaccinations before the start of classes in 
September, 2016.

School nurses will review each student’s vaccination 
records and will notify parents through regular postal 
mail by the end of the current school year if a student 
needs additional vaccinations. Students who do not 
have two doses of the vaccine by the start of classes 
in September, 2016, could be excluded from school. 
Chickenpox is a highly contagious disease that can be 
very serious for children and adults. Two doses of the 
vaccine are very effective against the disease.

More detailed information can be found on the SPS 
webpage: http://bit.ly/1nm3Umj 

You can access your family’s immunization records 
through the Washington Immunization Information 
System: http://1.usa.gov/1QyXmsJ

Sincerely,  
SPS Health Services Team

INK Club  
Seeking Submissions 
The INK Club is excited to announce that it is accepting 
submissions of literature and art created by students for 
its printed edition to be printed in April, for its online 
edition, and for the May 1-7 Spilled INK arts event (with 
culminating gala music and art event on May 7th) at 
Ballard Public Library in beautiful downtown Ballard.

INKsters (twenty amazing artists and free spirits) are 
hard at work…and play…on Thursday afternoons, laying 
out the print edition and constructing the new online 
platform. So many students around the building do 
such creative things! But ANY student can submit, not 
just those who come to the club meetings.

The deadline to submit for the printed journal is April 
8th. The deadline to submit for inclusion in the Spilled 
INK event is April 23rd.  We accept submissions for the 
digital version on an ongoing basis.

Submit digitally to ballardinkclub@gmail.com or bring 
your submissions to Mr. MacDougall in SW105 Digital is 
preferred, but we can scan and/or take pictures.

Please encourage your students to submit! Everyone 
can create….

Gordon MacDougall 
INK Club Advisor

The Beaver Beat is published by the Ballard PTSA FIVE times per year.  
To submit an article, contact Nicole Ashford at ndashford@comcast.net.
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french club
French Club activities are wrapping up for the year. In April, the Club will be 
selling May Day Grams as its unique fundraiser. A white carnation and note will 
be delivered on Friday, April 29 to the person of your choice. Then, later this 
spring the Club will hold elections to elect new officers for next school year, the 
positions are: president, secretary, public relations and treasurer. Look for an 
announcement on the French Club bulletin board outside of S 207 or listen  
to announcements in the bulletin.

Annaïck Sturgeon 
French Teacher, Ballard High School 
amsturgeon@seattleschools.org

Above and Beyond Service Learning Award
Students in the class of 2016 who want to earn the Above and Beyond Service Learning Award have until 
Friday, May 13th , 2016 to turn in documentation for at least 240 service learning hours—four times the 60 
service learning hours required for graduation. 

If students already have 240 or more hours turned in to the counseling office, they do not need to do 
anything else in order to receive the award. The service learning documentation form can be found at http://
www.ballardhs.seattleschools.org/ under the “services” tab.  

The awards will be handed out at Awards Night.  Students can wear the Above and Beyond Service Learning 
medallion at their graduation.

Here is the meeting schedule for the 2015-2016 school year. Board meetings 
are open. General meetings are for all PTSA members in good standing,  
and we always have a good reason to attend. Agendas for general meetings 
will be published at least 72 hours in advance on the PTSA website at:  
ballardhighschoolptsa.org/ptsa-meetings/

BOARD MEETINGS:
November 5, 2015 7:00pm

December 3, 2015 7:00pm

January 7, 2016 7:00pm

February 4, 2016 7:00pm

March 2, 2016 5:30pm

April 7, 2016 7:00pm

May 5, 2016 7:00pm

June 8, 2016 5:30pm

GENERAL MEETINGS:
September 24, 2015 7:00pm

February 4, 2016 7:00pm

June 8, 2016 7:00pm

It’s always great to be a Beaver!
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Journalism Students Win  
at Spring State Competition

Several journalism students won awards over the 
weekend at the Washington Journalism Education 
Association (WJEA) competition held at Auburn High 
School. Newspaper winners include: senior Elliot Bailey 
an Honorable Mention in Review Writing; senior Jaya 
Flanary an Excellent in Newspaper Layout; junior Sam 
Heikell an Excellent in Sports Feature Writing; senior 
Christine McManigalan Excellent in Editorial Cartooning; 
senior Lena Bowe an Excellent in Newsmagazine  
Feature Writing.

This year’s individual winters include Jaya Flanary, First Place 
in Feature Writing for her story “Homeless for the Holidays.” 
Sam Heikell won First Place in Photography for his photo 
of the football team’s game against Vista Murrietta in 
September. Sam also won Third Place in Sports Writing for 
his profile of soccer star, Handwalla Bwana. Lena Bowe took 
Second Place in News Writing for her top-notch reporting 
on the school lockdown in November. 

Earlier in the year the Ballard Talisman was nominated as a 
Pacemaker finalist in the Tabloid category from the National 
Scholastic Press Association (NSPA) which is considered the 
highest honor for a scholastic newspaper in the country. 
Many consider the Pacemaker award as the high school 
equivalent of the Pulitzer Prize for professional newspapers.

In addition, junior Max Miyake, the yearbook editor-
in-chief, won an Excellent in Yearbook Layout at the 
state contest. Also, the Shingle yearbook was recently 
awarded a Silver Medalist Certificate from the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association for its 2015 publication. 

Finally, a congratulations goes out to the Ballard 
Talisman for receiving Third Place for Best Edition and 
Website at the 2016 Murrow High School Journalism 
Contest. The Murrow College recognizes the best 
high school journalism in Washington, Idaho, Oregon, 
Montana and Alaska.

Journalism students from both the Talisman and Shingle at the WJEA Washington State competition

Talisman recipients holding their individual awards  
from the Edward R. Murrow competition

http://www.ballardtalisman.com/features/2015/12/29/homeless-for-the-holidays/
http://www.ballardtalisman.com/sports/2015/09/10/football-falls-to-vista-murrieta-71-32/#prettyPhoto
http://www.ballardtalisman.com/features/2015/12/19/a-soccer-story/
http://www.ballardtalisman.com/
http://studentpressblogs.org/nspa/2015-newspaper-pacemaker-finalists/


Beat
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

PAGE 7|   APRIL 2016

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Don’t Miss New Shorts from Ballard’s 
Award-Winning Filmmakers!

Everyone is invited to a screening of new work by 
students in the Ballard High School Digital Filmmaking 
Program. The Ballard Film Festival (BFF) will be on Friday, 
June 3 and Saturday, June 11 at 7 pm in the Ballard 
High School auditorium. The screening will feature short 
comedies and dramas, ads and PSAs, documentaries, and 
music videos. Tickets ($10 for adults and $5 for students) 
will be sold at the door. Films that first screen at the 
BFF routinely take honors at prestigious national and 
international film festivals and the Northwest  
Emmy Awards.

Funds raised will benefit students in the Digital 
Filmmaking Program. Students in the program regularly 
travel to Los Angeles to tour college schools of film 

and television, visit program alumni enrolled in these 
colleges, and meet with film and television professionals 
(many of whom are also Ballard DFP graduates). Students 
have visited Jason Cahill (Writers Guild of America Award 
winner for The Sopranos) to discuss screenwriting, and 
Visual Effects Supervisor Bill Powloski (Breaking Bad) 
to discuss special effects. Ticket sales and donations will 
make these trips possible for all accepted students and 
also provide additional production equipment.

for more information, visit

www.bhsvideo.
blogspot.com

Leo Pfeifer Wins C-SPAN Documentary 
Competition Prize… Again!

Leo Pfeifer, a student in the Ballard High School Digital Filmmaking Program, has taken 2nd Prize in the 
Western Division of the C-SPAN StudentCam competition. Students were asked to select the issue they 
most wanted the candidates to address during the 2016 presidential campaign. Pfeifer’s documentary, An 
Incarcerated Nation, examines the factors contributing to the high number of people behind bars. A record 
2,887 films were submitted in the competition this year, from 45 states as well as Washington DC.

C-SPAN will visit Ballard High School on Friday, June 3 to give Pfeifer his prize. Students and staff are welcome 
to attend the short presentation during 2nd lunch in the library. Second Prize comes with a check from 
C-SPAN for $1,500. 

This is the fourth time Pfeifer has been a prize-winner in the C-SPAN competition. As a 7th grader, he won 
2nd Prize in the Middle School Division for Homelessness: An American Crisis, and the following year he 
took 1st Place in the Middle School Division with Who Owns Free Speech. During his sophomore year at 
Ballard, he won 2nd Prize in the Western Division with a documentary on gun control.

http://www.bhsvideo.blogspot.com/


Beat
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

PAGE 8|   APRIL 2016

_______________________________________________________________________________________

For Ballard Film Students, Hollywood 
Dreams are Becoming Realities

In mid-March, students in the BHS 
Digital Filmmaking Program travelled 
to Los Angeles to visit college film 
and television programs, catch up 
with program alumni, and meet with 
professional filmmakers to discuss their 
crafts and careers. 

The college visits included Chapman 
University, Emerson College, Loyola 
Marymount University, and the 
University of Southern California—all 
institutions ranked by the Hollywood 
Reporter as among the best film schools 
in the world. 

In addition to official tours, the students 
received the inside scoop from recent 
graduates of the BHS Digital Filmmaking 
Program currently studying at these 
institutions. Sho Schrock (BHS ’15) gave 
a presentation on Creative Producing at 
Chapman University. Kelsey Mendenhall 
(BHS ’13) met students at the Emerson 

LA campus and talked about the 
semester that film students at Emerson 
College spend in LA. Matt Law (BHS 
’10, LMU ’15), recipient of LMU’s Top 
Production Student accolade, met with 
students on campus after their official 
tour. (Visit www.thematts.tv for a look at 
what he’s up to since finishing college 
last spring.) 

On the professional side, students heard 
from program graduates now working 
in the industry (many of whom had also 
visited Los Angeles during their time 
in the Digital Filmmaking Program). 
Following a tour of the School of 
Cinematic Arts at USC, Producer Rikke 
Heinecke (BHS ’11, USC ’15), Head of 
Production at Oceana Branding (www.
oceanabranding.com), gave a great talk 
on producing music videos. (She works 
with artists such as Justin Beiber, Tiesto 
and The Chainsmokers). Director Jesse 

Harris (BHS ’04, www.jesseharrisfilms.
com), met students for dinner to talk 
about making commercials. (Jesse has 
the distinction of being the youngest 
filmmaker ever to write and direct a 
feature film that obtained multi-state 
theatrical release. His feature, Living Life, 
was his senior project at Ballard High 
School.) Louis Weissman (BHS ’12) talked 
with students about working on camera 
crews, writer Blair Scott (BHS ’11, NYU 
’15) talked with students about breaking 
into the industry, and Brendan McCarthy 
(BHS ’04, NYU ’07), writer on Grace & 
Fankie, invited students into the Writers’ 
Room at Paramount to explain how 
stories for series television programs are 
developed. In addition, students spoke at 
length with Writer/Producer Jason Cahill 
(winner of the Writer’s Guild of America 
Award for The Sopranos). Students also 
toured two major studios: Universal and 
Warner Brothers. 

Top left: DFP students on the set of Friends

Right: Students visit the War of the Worlds set

Lower left:  Producer Rikke Heinecke (BHS '12) shares her work 
with our students at USC
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NFFTY to Feature Shorts  
by Ballard High School Filmmakers

Five short films by sixteen students in the Ballard High School Digital Filmmaking Program have been named 
Official Selections of the National Film Festival for Talented Youth (NFFTY). This competitive, international 
festival showcases outstanding work by filmmakers age 24 and younger. NFFTY is a rare opportunity for 
high school students to share the spotlight with college students from our nation’s best undergraduate and 
graduate film schools. This year NFFTY will feature 227 films from 24 countries and 33 states. NFFTY opens 
at the Seattle Cinerama Theater on Thursday, April 28 and continues through Sunday, May 1 at the Seattle 
Center. 

These short films by Ballard High School film students have been selected for screening:

Big Coat by Jaya Flanary, Duncan Gowdy & Leo Pfeifer

Climate Change by Leo Pfeifer & Meagen Tajalle

Hologram by Miles Andersen, Emily Black, Sophie DeGreen, Jesse Romero & Sho Schrock

Today by Coleman Andersen, PJ Hase & Bergen Johnson

Voices by Jonathan Bowers, Aurore Bouriot, Brian Cropp & Jake Rehfeldt

BHS also has a team competing in the 48-hour Film 
Off. Teams from various high schools have two days to 
produce a short from start to finish. The winner (selected 
in part by the audience) will win funds for their school’s 
production program. Ballard’s team consists of Miles 
Andersen, Jonathan Bowers, Jonny Cechony, PJ Hase, & 
Cecilia O’Rollins. You can catch the 48-Hour Film Off—
and cast your vote—on Saturday, April 30 at 1:30 pm at 
the SIFF Uptown 1. In addition to screenings and awards, 
NFFTY includes forums on filmmaking. For a complete 
schedule of events, show times, and ticket information, 

visit www.nffty.org. NFFTY itself is the brainchild of 
Ballard High School Digital Filmmaking alumnus Jesse 
Harris (’04). Harris made history in 2004 when Living 
Life, the feature film he had written and directed as a 
senior project, was purchased by FilmMates and given 
a theatrical release. (It opened in Seattle in April, 2005.)  
The festival was co-founded by Harris, Kyle Seago (’07)— 
a Ballard High School Digital Filmmaking student at the 
time—and Jocelyn RC (Bellevue High School, ’07).  
A growing list of sponsors and partners paved the way 
for this tenth annual event.

for more information on the ballard high school digital filmmaking program, visit

www.bhsvideo.
blogspot.com

www.vimeo.com/
bhsfilmprogram

OR

http://www.bhsvideo.blogspot.com/
https://vimeo.com/bhsfilmprogram
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CHILDREN OF EDEN 
Goes Above and Beyond
The Ballard High School Playmakers became the Children of Eden for a 
two week run March 3-12 that embodied storytelling at its best. The issues 
it addresses are very timely for families with students on the verge of 
adulthood. Intergenerational conflicts and family patterns that are passed 
from parent to child were evident. There is much food for thought around the 
topics of love, loyalty, knowledge, and forgiveness. Composer/lyricist Stephen 
Schwartz says it is about second chances.

This production had beautiful 
costumes, all generated in the Ballard 
costume shop specifically for this show. The score includes 43 pieces of music. 
The hard-working pit orchestra, directed by Michael James, was obviously up 
to the task. With a two-month rehearsal period, the large cast worked under 
direction of Courtney Rowley for vocals and Eia Waltzer for choreography, all 
the while building up the play itself, under Producing Director Shawn Riley. 
The result was a very memorable artistic collaboration of which all participants 
should be very proud.

Shawn Riley summed it up nicely in stating, “I couldn't be more proud of this 
group of students. The musicianship, the dedication, the heart, the stamina that 
it took to put this show on has been incredible. It has been consistent from day 
one to closing night. Each show was fantastic and each audience member had 
an experience they will never forget.” 

THEATRE: 
LOOKING AHEAD
MARCH 29: 
Auditions for Student Directed  
One Act Plays

MAY 12-14 AND 19-21: 
Spring Play: Student Directed  
One Acts – 7:30 – Earl Kelly 
Performing Arts Center

Eve (Aisha Carpenter) and Adam (Diego 
Roberts Buceta) Photo credit Tim Mar

Full Company in finale. Photo credit Tim Mar
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Chamber Orchestra Performs At National 
Orchestra Festival March 3-4

The Ballard High Chamber Orchestra was among 
twenty-one orchestras invited to perform at 
the National Orchestra Festival, March 3rd - 4th, 2016, 
presented by the American String Teacher’s Association 
in Tampa Bay, Florida. Director Brittany Newell notes 
this is the first time Ballard has been represented at the 
National Festival. 

The Ballard musicians returned home with “superior” 
and “excellent” ratings from all judges. The Chamber 
Orchestra was described by judges as “sophisticated, 
musical and inspired,” and their recordings will be 
preserved in the National Orchestra Festival archive. 

Students attended masterclasses with renowned 
musicians such as Mimi Zweig (violin), Jeremey Kittel 
(violin/fiddle), Charles Castleman (violin), Greg Sauer 
(cello), and the Bergonzi Quartet. The opportunity for 
performance and feedback, in addition to the conference 

sessions available, made this trip a very rich and 
worthwhile investment in musicianship for these students. 
Enthusiastic Orchestra members identified the following 
as highlights of the conference:

	 ■  new techniques learned through adjudication 

	 ■  being inspired by the level of excellence at  
the conference

	 ■  meeting the composer of a piece they had  
played previously

	 ■  jam sessions where they could play with musicians 
from other schools

	 ■  the conference was a bonding experience for  
them as a group

Thanks to our Chamber Orchestra members who 
represented Ballard so well. Congratulations to all!

Ballard Chamber Orchestra 2015-2016 ready to perform in Tampa
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EBMEA Orchestra Festival – February 25th
Symphonic Orchestra and Chamber Orchestra performed beautifully at the Elliot Bay Regional 
Orchestra Festival (EBMEA) at Cleveland High School, where nine other regional high school 
orchestras were represented. Symphonic Orchestra had an on-stage clinic with Robert Murphy 
of Indiana University and Chamber Orchestra worked with Dr. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson, Director of 
Orchestras at PLU. Our students also listened to performances by Roosevelt, Nathan Hale, Cleveland, 
Holy Names, Bishop Blanchet, and Chief Sealth.

Chamber with Dr. Jeffrey Bell-Hanson, Director of Orchestras at PLU

ORCHESTRA: 
LOOKING AHEAD
SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA LA TOUR APRIL 8-11: 
The highlights include a performance at Pershing Square, attending Pacific Symphony’s performance  
of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, a performance at Disneyland, and a clinic at the Colburn School with  
Dr. Nathaniel Zeisler. 

SPRING ORCHESTRA CONCERT – JUNE 2 AT 7P.M.: 
Come hear the orchestras at their spring concert at Ballard High School, Earl Kelly Performing Arts Center.
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Elliott Bay Regional Band Festival on March 9
Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble gave beautiful performances at the Elliott Bay Regional Band Festival at Roosevelt 
High. Symphonic Band received feedback from Timothy Salzman, Professor of Music/Director of Concert Bands at 
UW. Christopher Bianco, Director of Bands at Western Washington University, talked at length to the Wind Ensemble, 
congratulating them on an inspiring performance. Our musicians also had an opportunity to listen to bands from 
Roosevelt, Ingraham and Nathan Hale.

Elliott Bay Regional Band Festival. Top: Symphonic Band. Middle: Symphonic Band. Bottom: Wind Ensemble

BAND: LOOKING AHEAD
HAVE YOU HEARD? WIND ENSEMBLE TO PLAY AT CARNEGIE HALL! 
The Wind Ensemble has been accepted into the “New York International Music 
Festival” on April 8-12, 2017. Ballard is one of six high school groups selected 
from around the world. These groups will be joined by two showcase university 
groups. They are looking forward to participation in the festival and to the 
culminating performance at Carnegie Hall. 



Beat
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

PAGE 14|   APRIL 2016

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Get Tickets for Ballard Jazz Groups  
at Jazz Alley – May 16th

Ballard Jazz Band 1 and 2 & Vocal Jazz return to the stage at Dimitriou's Jazz Alley.  

This is a great opportunity to watch our students perform in the same place where many Jazz 
greats and legends perform when they come through town. This is a family and community 
event appropriate for all ages. Performing Arts will receive 40% of ticket sales from the evening 
so it is a great way to hear some fantastic music as well as to support the program.

Doors open at 6:00 pm with the show at 7:30 pm. Purchase your tickets and/or dinner 
reservations at jazzalley.com in advance of the show or call 206-441-9729 so you don't miss out!  

Performing students need a ticket if you would like to save them a spot for dinner at your table.

April 8-10:  Wind Ensemble and Percussionists Travel to Vancouver B.C.

APRIL 28-MAY 1:   Jazz Band I plus two jazz combos will be performing at the Reno Jazz Festival 
at University of Nevada. 

MAY 17:   Ballard Marching Band at Ballard’s annual Syttende Mai Parade (Norwegian 
Constitution Day) 6-8 pm. 

JUNE 1:   Spring Band Concert – 7p.m. – Ballard High Earl Kelly Performing Arts Center
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Advanced Women’s Chorale & Concert Choir 
Sing at Carnegie Hall

Ballard was among a select group of schools 
from across the United States who were 
chosen to participate in the 2016 Choirs of 
America Nationals for Top Choirs on March 
17th-19th. The students were adjudicated 
by world class directors, participated in 
a choral exchange with three other high 
schools, and attended clinics as well as a 
master class with Andrew Lunsford, the 
Accidental Tenor, on festival day at Queens 
College. BHS groups were praised for their 
vocal technique, diction, and expressive 
singing.

The culminating concert at Carnegie Hall 
really was a remarkable event. Ballard 
Director of Choirs, Courtney Rowley, 
conducted the combined Advanced 
Women’s Chorale and Concert Choir singing 
"The Sweetheart of the Sun," by Eric William 
Barnum. They sang in collaboration with 
other choirs on several pieces under the 
direction of Dr. Anton Armstrong of St. Olaf 
College. 

The finale was the world premiere of a piece called "Credo," 
by Dr. Andre Thomas, composer, arranger, and conductor. Thomas accompanied the performance on piano while Dr. 
Armstrong conducted. In a congratulatory post to her students, Rowley remarked, "Congratulations to Concert Choir and 
Advanced Women's Chorale on an astounding performance last night at Carnegie Hall. Your beautiful and powerful music 
making blew the audience away and moved us all to tears. Bravo!!"

Director Rowley notes this is the first time for Ballard students to perform at Carnegie and this trip has caused much 
excitement. Between workshops and rehearsals, there was time to take in all the city has to offer, including sightseeing, a 
Broadway musical and special dinners out. Our Ballard singers even gave an impromptu performance in Central Park where 
they put smiles on the faces of appreciative onlookers. 

MARCH 24:   Elliott Bay Choir Festival at Ingraham High Treble Choir, Advanced Women’s 
Chorale, Concert Choir

APRIL 6: NW Region Choral Showcase – all Choirs – Ballard High Gym

MAY 26: Spring Choir Concert – All Choirs – 7pm at Ballard High

choir:  
LOOKING 
AHEAD

View videos from the Choirs of America Festival at Queen's College:

ballard performing arts youTube

Courtney Rowley directs Ballard's Concert Choir  
and Advanced Women's Chorale

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6isQb4_SEgIEF7XRJN5Rd6dHH6yBQ7Z1&feature=em-share_playlist_user
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Congratulations to Ballard Music on their fantastic showing at the February 6th regional Solo and Ensemble festival 
at Seattle Pacific University. Ballard had 21 soloists and 10 ensembles participate, who all earned a score of either 
I-Superior or II-Excellent. Special recognition goes to the three ensembles and six soloists who won their categories and 
will advance to the state competition on April 29th and 30th. In addition, Chamber Orchestra, Women’s Chamber Choir, 
and numerous soloists were selected as alternates in their categories. 

Ballard Makes Strong Showing at Regional 
Solo and Ensemble Festival

The complete list of winners and alternates is: 

Vocal Jazz – Mixed Vocal Large – State

Percussion – Large Percussion Ensemble – State

Ballard Mixed Duet (Diego Roberts Buceta and Aisha Carpenter) – Mixed Vocal Small – State

Aidan Ward-Richter – Snare Drum – State

Meg Shepherd – Soprano – State

Ezra Finch – Soprano – State

Aisha Carpenter – Alto – State

Satchel Dunnell – Tenor – State

Diego Roberts Buceta – Baritone – State

Chamber Orchestra – Large String Ensemble – 2nd Alternate

Women’s Chamber Choir – Women’s Vocal Large – 1st Alternate

Ballard Women’s Duet (Meg Shepherd and Zoe Adamson) – Women’s Vocal Small – 1st Alternate

Ballard Women’s Quartet (Sophia Rice, Madi Lieberman-Koenig, Zipporah Johnson, and Camaira Metz) – 
Women’s Vocal Small – 2nd Alternate

Zoe Adamson – Mezzo Soprano – 1st Alternate

Michael Rager – Baritone – 1st Alternate

Amy Gore – Soprano/Alto Saxophone – 1st Alternate

Trevor Rivers – Timpani – 1st Alternate

Emmett Armstrong – String Bass – 2nd Alternate

Congratulations!
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If you have read this far you have figured out that the Performing Arts 
Department is pretty much on fire this month! Our students have done 
amazing work with all these wonderful opportunities. You can spend an 
evening dining on spaghetti dinner and enjoying a sampler of all their hard 
work on Saturday night, April 2nd. This night is a treat because the entire 
performing arts community comes together for a fundraiser, and each of our 
music groups will perform during the evening program. For the adult ticket 
price of $15 you get dinner and a full evening of entertainment. What a value! 
Students are $10 and children 5 and under are free. Grab your neighbors, 
friends and extended family. It’s a way to share Ballard High with them in a 
really fun way. If you are feeling lucky, buy a raffle ticket to win a fabulous 
prize.

Purchase tickets here: mkt.com/ballardperformingarts

This worked so well last time we are going another round…time to think  
about Spring Cleaning! The Goodwill truck will be at the back BHS parking lot 
on April 2, 2016 from 10am to 2pm. Please set aside your items for donations 
until then.  Ballard Performing Arts will receive a donation of at least $500 
from Goodwill. They will accept small furniture (no large furniture please), 
electronics, used cell phones, clothes, shoes, toys, kitchen items, etc.

All Day on May 3rd Seattle Foundation matches funds to stretch 
your donation to Ballard Performing Arts.  Your on-line donation 
helps support the many activities of the Ballard program. Many 
thanks for your support. 

 57TH Annual BHS Performing Arts  
Spaghetti Dinner

STUFF THE GOODWILL TRUCK AGAIN!

Give Big

   give big  
to ballard performing arts

  CLICK HERE TO

https://squareup.com/store/ballardperformingarts
https://www.seattlefoundation.org/pages/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fnpos%2fPages%2fBallardHSPerformingArtsBoosters.aspx%3fbv%3dnposearch&bv=nposearch



