
Now, I could have daydreamed for a day or two, and then simply said “of course, 95% of 
all inventions occurred since 1900.”  How would he know how I found that out?  What if 
he wanted to have examples?  What could I come up with?   So, off I trotted to the NYPL 
to start my research journey on inventions.  Let me tell you – there are a lot. After talking 
to one of the Research/Reference Librarians, however, I decided to narrow my research 
to how computers came into being and our lives.  I was surprised to find that the word 
“computer” originated back in the 1600’s when it described any person capable of 
performing calculations quickly and accurately.  Then along came Charles Babbage and 
his invention in the 1800’s … and I suddenly realized that computers weren’t all that new 
after all!  I’m not sure how we wove all the information I gathered into the informational 
guides and speeches. I think it worked because before too long many companies  - not 
just the accounting arena -- were using early forms of computerization to manage 
business tasks. 
 
The point of this example is to thank all the Research Librarians I worked with in New 
York (although they probably wouldn’t remember me) when the main way to research 
was through the old-fashioned card index system. Now all this information can be found 
on the Internet -- and the Reference and Research Librarians we have in our own 
communities can help you start your research.   
 
At the Atascadero Library Brian Coburn helps point people in the right direction for 
many research items. He also provides information on how to get working with that new 
Kindle you got as a Holiday gift. Did you know our Library System has an on-line 
research section – with databases and reference service help?  You can track the stock 
market with Morningstar; find out how to fix something on your car; learn a new 
language with Pronunciator; research medical information; and help the students in your 
family find information and new ways of presenting materials in their school projects.  
I’m sure Brian would love to help you get started with your project. 
 
	


