
April 13, 2016 

Capitol Hill Renters Initiative 

1620 12th Ave, Suite 205 

Seattle, WA 98122 

Dear Mayor Ed Murray, 

We are the Capitol Hill Renters Initiative, a group of concerned Capitol Hill residents that came together 

with the help of Capitol Hill Housing to ensure Capitol Hill renters have a say in how Seattle grows. 

Renters make up over 80% of residents on Capitol Hill, yet we are often left out of the planning process. 

The Capitol Hill Renters Initiative aims to serve as a unified voice for renters in our neighborhood, where 

rents have increased 33% in the last 3 years. Our members reflect the diversity of our historically 

inclusive neighborhood. We represent various races, ethnicities, gender identities, sexual orientations, 

income levels, and household sizes. We share a deep affection for our neighborhood and a desire for it 

to stay affordable. 

As renters, the housing affordability crisis we face on Capitol Hill directly affects all of us. Many of our 

neighbors have already been pushed out of the neighborhood due to rents that are out of reach. Many 

of us who remain on Capitol Hill pay over 50% of our income on housing costs. We know that if current 

development patterns continue, Capitol Hill will soon gentrify into a largely white and upper-income 

neighborhood, lacking in the diversity that makes it such a wonderful place to live and work today. 

That's not the Capitol Hill we want. We do not believe city government wants such homogeneity either. 

A diverse community is a strong community! 

We want to work with the city to help ensure growth happens inclusively. Below are our priorities for 

the Council as it begins implementing the Housing Affordability and Livability Agenda (HALA). Through a 

participatory process, we have outlined our policy priorities for the spring and summer. We firmly 

believe that: 

1. Mandatory Housing Affordability programs should be implemented for new residential and

commercial development. All new residential buildings should include rent-restricted affordable

housing for low-income residents.

2. The city needs to strengthen the Tenant Relocation Assistance Ordinance so more vulnerable

tenants have access to the program. Low-income households are most likely to suffer when

forced to move and less likely to be able to find affordable housing opportunities in our

neighborhood.

3. The city needs to end housing discrimination based upon source of income. All income sources

should be treated equally and those of us who receive child support or public benefits should

not be denied housing because our income is perceived as less desirable by a landlord.




