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Intergenerational Programming Celebrates One Year  
at Jewish Home and Care Center 

  

 
MILWAUKEE, WI  ̶   Thanks to a generous grant from the Gene and Ruth Posner 
Foundation, the Jewish Home and Center, along with its sister communities of Chai Point 
Senior Living and Sarah Chudnow Community,  has been able to offer a variety of 
intergenerational programming since its inception in April 2014.  
  
"Prior to the grant we had a few very successful intergenerational programs that mainly 
took place at the Jewish Home and Care Center," says Julie Shlensky, Posner Chair for 
Intergenerational Programming. "Currently, intergenerational programming takes place 
at all three of our communities as well as our Adult Day Center. We now have more than 
twenty classes from both Jewish and secular schools, scout groups, and youth performing 
arts groups enjoying activities with our residents and building relationships with them." 
Intergenerational programs provide mutually beneficial and ongoing activities for both 
the residents and the youth of our community. 
  
Anna Chudnow, great-great granddaughter of 
Sarah Chudnow, and her classmates from the Linda 
& Fred Wein Center for Gan Ami Early Childhood 
Education visit their friends at Sarah Chudnow 
Community once a month to sing, create art 
projects, and share a snack. During a recent visit, 
the group created a cooperative craft and, once 
completed, the students were able to gift the craft to 
the residents. Both the children and the residents 
look forward to seeing their special friends each 
month. "The Gan Ami Mequon children have 
wonderful experiences visiting the residents of 
Sarah Chudnow Community. They look forward to 
returning to make new connections and visit their 
friends," explains Stephanie Rubnitz, assistant 

 

Anna Chudnow, a student a Gan Ami 
Mequon, poses next to a portrait of her great-

great grandmother, Sarah Chudnow. 
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director. "Anna was so proud to see the picture on the wall of her great-great 
grandmother." 
  
At the Jewish Home and Care Center, Pierce 
Elementary School students practice their reading 
skills by reading to residents twice a month. 
Residents have enjoyed this partnership/activity for 
several years, as it allows them to play an integral 
role in the students' learning experience. "Our third 
graders enjoy our time with the residents.  It gives 
our kids a great opportunity to show sympathy, 
empathy and exercise patience for others," said 
Sharilyn Tucker, a teacher at Pierce Elementary 
School. "I continue to be impressed with how the 
seniors and the students enjoys one another's 
company, and how our students often ask when 
they can return." Kimberly Rosenau, activity 
coordinator at Jewish Home and Care Center, adds, 
"The residents love having the children visit and establishing relationships with 
them.  Intergenerational programming has been one of those things that continue to light 
their eyes." 
  
Students from each grade level at the Milwaukee 
Jewish Day School take turns visiting Sarah 
Chudnow Community, Chai Point, the Adult Day 
Center, and the Jewish Home and Care Center 
residents on Fridays to welcome Shabbat at a 
program called Shabbat Shirah. Students and 
residents say the blessings over the Shabbat 
candles, wine, and challah and sing Shabbat songs 
before participating in an activity decided on by the 
children. "The students have created programs that 
involve real interactions, enabling the students and 
residents to create deep personal, as well as 
spiritual, connections with each other," said Mara 
Kleiman of the Milwaukee Jewish Day School. 
Residents also enjoy these programs. "I love it when the children come to visit," reveals 
Margaret, an Adult Day Center participant. "They help us stay sharp and stay young." 
  
Intergenerational programming not only succeeds in building appreciation and 
acceptance between generations, it also teaches both children and adults valuable life 
lessons. "It provides a great opportunity to show sympathy, empathy and exercise 
patience for others," says Tucker. "I would recommend this experience so all individuals 
involved could gain a valuable lesson; caring for others." 
  
From fun, interactive tablet games to BINGO to reading Shabbat and other stories; the 
possibilities are endless! Teachers and principals interested in learning how they can get 
their students involved in intergenerational programming are invited to contact Julie 
Shlensky, Posner Chair for Intergenerational Programming, at 
jshlensky@jewishseniorliving.org or (414) 721-9253. 

 

A student from Pierce Elementary School 
reads with a resident at Jewish Home and 

Care Center. 

  

 

Students from Milwaukee Jewish Day School 
chat with a Chai Point resident during the 

Shabbat Shirah program.  

mailto:jshlensky@jewishseniorliving.org


  
These programs were made possible by a generous grant from the Gene and Ruth 
Posner Foundation. Although our organization has been uniting the wisdom and 
experience of our older adults with the energy and enthusiasm of our children for many 
years through the Martin F. Stein Intergenerational Fund, the money received from the 
Gene and Ruth Posner Foundation allows our communities to take intergenerational 
programming to the next level.  
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