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Rev. Dr. Gibbons is a lifelong Unitarian Univer-
salist, a recognized leader in the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association, and past president of the 
Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association. 
She is a 1976 graduate of the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, with BAs in Religion and Soci-
ology, holds a Master’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Chicago Divinity School, and a Doc-

torate of Ministry from Meadville/Lombard Theological School. 
Widely  published in Unitarian Universalist journals and publica-
tions,  including Quest, Religious Humanism, and the UU World, she 
has also made numerous presentations at the annual UUA General 
Assemblies. She is a contributing author to Parenting Beyond Belief; 
On Raising Ethical, Caring Kids Without Religion. Kendyl has re-
ceived the John Burton Wolf Prize for Excellence in Preaching, and 
the Meadville Lombard Alumni/ae Association Excellence in Minis-
try Award. She is also the author of two hymns included in the 1991 
Unitarian Universalist hymnbook, Singing  The Living Tradition, as 
well as “Sources; a Unitarian Universalist Cantata.”  Kendyl served 
as the minister of the DuPage Unitarian Universalist Church in Na-
perville, Illinois for fifteen years before being called to the First Uni-
tarian Society of Minneapolis in 1998. In 2012 she was called as the 
senior minister at All Souls here in Kansas City.  

____________________________________ 
 

Previous Wolfson Lecturers 
2013—Mr. David Niose 

2014—Rev. Dr. William Murry 
____________________________________ 

 
From the First Codicil to the Last Will and Testament of Dr. Irving Wolfson  - “The 
term "liberal religion" shall be defined as religion based solely on reason, and in-
dependent of supernatural revelation and tradition, and which religion advocates 
justice, equity and compassion in human relations. . . Some portion of each annual 
lecture should be devoted to the following question: Irving Wolfson and Annabel 
Wolfson were agnostics who tried to live by the highest moral standards. From 
where does the motivation come to live by such standards to a person or persons 
who did not believe in a hereafter of rewards and punishments.” 
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MORNING PROGRAM 

Prelude      Musical Selections               Helen Wolfson  
                   & Eric Thomas 

Chalice Lighting          Pauline Courchesne  & Mary Plummer 

Welcome & Introduction       Linda Miller 

*Opening Hymn  (Insert) #16 (SLT) ‘Tis a Gift to Be Simple 

Wolfson Family Remarks                 Charles Wolfson 

Musical Remarks “I Believe” by Eric Thomas 

Reading  Spiritual Maturity: 3 Teaching Tales   Rev. Aaron Payson 

Offertory       Helen's Distraction     by Wolfson/Thomas 

      Father Kelly's Reel        Traditional            

2014 Dr. Irving & Annabel Wolfson Award 

Introduction  2015 Wolfson Lecture      

Lecture           Rev. Dr. Kendyl  Gibbons 

“On Becoming a Grown Up:   

the Humanist Path to Spiritual Maturity“  

Questions & Discussion 

*Closing Hymn  (Insert) #1064 (SJ) Blue Boat Home 

Benediction                       

Postlude    Kevin Keegan's Waltz        Traditional 

* Please stand in body or spirit  / (SLT)-Singing The Living Trad. 
(SJ)-Singing the Journey 

Please join us for refreshments and conversation in                    
Fellowship Hall following the program. 

 
Many thanks to the Wolfson Lecture Taskforce:                           

Mary Plummer, Pauline Courchesne, Don Guyton,  
Linda Miller, and Rev. Aaron Payson. 

 
Thanks also to the Wolfson Family and Nancy Hancock for their 

participation and coordination. 

Biography of Dr. Irving Wolfson 

Irving Wolfson was born July 20, 1919, in New 
York City, the son of Jewish immigrants from 
Eastern Europe who arrived in the U.S. early in 
the 20th century.  Irving attended Columbia 
University, then received his M.D. from Yale 
Medical School.  During his internship at New 
York’s Mount Sinai hospital he met his future 
wife, Annabel Kreider.  After several residen-
cies, the Wolfson family moved to Worcester. 

In Worcester, Irving became Chief of Medicine at Worcester’s Fairlawn 
Hospital, Chief of Cardiology at Worcester City Hospital, and a Profes-
sor of Medicine at the University of Massachusetts Medical School.  A 
champion of progressive political causes, he was also particularly ac-
tive in the 1960s civil rights movement, actively opposed the Vietnam 
War and was a generous supporter of a variety of local and national 
social justice organizations.  Later in life he also became an accom-
plished oil painter and enjoying his long-standing interests in chess and 
swimming. Irving loved the privacy of his home, visits from his family 
and the social and cultural opportunities of the Worcester area. 

 

Biography of Annabel Kreider Wolfson 

Annabel Kreider was born October 30, 1914, in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  She was a graduate 
of the Mount Sinai Hospital School of Nursing 
in New York, NY.  

Annabel’s calling was helping people, first as a 
nurse and then in a variety of volunteer activi-
ties. Active in the peace movement, she 
served on the national Citizens Committee for 
a Sane World and, during the Vietnam War, as 

a counselor for those who were conscientiously opposed to military 
service.  Annabel was the face of the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in Worcester County for many years, raising nearly $200,000 
for the organization and was awarded the U.S. National Committee for 
UNICEF’s Honorary Citation for her efforts.  Annabel’s work for peace 
and justice was honored with a chapter in Michael True’s 1985 book 
Justice Seekers Peace Makers: 32 Portraits in Courage.   


