
The American Academy of Social Work and Social Welfare recently issued a “grand challenge” 
calling upon the social work profession to end homelessness. Furthermore, the Code of Ethics of 
the National Association of Social Workers (NASW, 2008) prioritizes attention to people who are 
“vulnerable, oppressed, and living in poverty,” with a mission to enhance both individual and 
societal well-being. The National Center for Excellence in Homeless Services, a consortium of 
social work programs, is now carrying out a National Homelessness Social Work Initiative to 
meet this grand challenge. 

Yet, while homeless people are those at highest risk across categories of concern, they 
remain outside of core service delivery. Both practice wisdom and research are key to better 
understanding the service needs of people who are marginally housed and homeless. Policy, 
program, and practice solutions can then be developed to respond to service needs, resulting in 
more stabilized functioning and well-being.

Who better than social service agencies and social workers to take the lead in confronting and 
ending homelessness? To build a strengthened knowledge base that has rigor, transparency, and 
relevance, it is necessary to traverse and transform existing practice and research categories that 
include child welfare, mental health, disabilities and health, substance misuse, and aging. This 
approach—with an explicit person-in-environment perspective—thus addresses the importance 
of integrating micro, macro, and policy perspectives.

The special issue calls for research and best practices that include (a) an understanding of service 
needs across the lifespan, as well as (b) effective practice, program, and policy interventions. 
Essential to these contributions are clear implications for practice. Short practice- or policy-
focused pieces and notes from the field are also welcomed.
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Examples of Topics:
• Understanding and Mitigating Risk

• The role of accumulated adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and/or other  
co-occurring risks in creating or perpetuating homelessness 

• Interactions among risks and/or factors that moderate risks 
• Service Gaps and Prevention

• Examples of prevention and intervention services, programs, and/or policies that 
comprehensively address co-occurring risks

• Identifying service gaps for homeless youth and adults
• Training or supervision frameworks and initiatives for front-line workers and 

community members
• Community-Driven Solutions

• Innovations from providers on services to support those who are homeless
• Exploration of the challenges and strategies used by organizations to continue to 

serve this population as demand rises and fiscal supports diminish
• Provider and community-based solutions that include ACE-informed policies, 

programs, and practices
• Data on local community costs (and savings) of serving people experiencing 

homelessness
• Partnerships with faith- and mission-based groups to address immediate needs, 

sanctuary, and stabilization
• Special Populations

• Knowledge and examples demonstrating how social workers implement housing 
programs for special groups of homeless persons such as those who are chronically 
homeless, children and families, military veterans, women, and those who have  
co-occurring disorders or health needs

• Policy Analysis
• The state of national policies, and their sustainability, used to help people 

experiencing homelessness
• Evaluation of successful or failed policies at the local and state levels that tackled 

regional homelessness
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