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Wednesday, December 2, 2015 

Parkersburg Art Center 
 

Young Business Leaders of the Year 
 
The Young Business Leader of the Year is given to a professional under the age of 40 who exhibits a 

commitment to the business community and professional development.  This year’s Young Business 

Leader of the Year exudes enthusiasm and dedication to thousands who call the Mid Ohio Valley home.  

Although having only served in the current position of leadership for a little over a year, the ability of 

this person to unite contributors, human service agencies, and members of the community has been 

remarkable.   

 

Although this person’s career path did not allow for quick trips home to friends and family due to living 

several states away, one of the reasons for a successful transition back to Parkersburg was the fact that 

this person never forgot their roots.   

 

I am honored to announce the 2015 MOV Young Business Leader of the Year is Andrea Shirey, 

Executive Director of the United Way Alliance of the Mid Ohio Valley.   

 

So if you have not had the privilege to meet her yet, let me tell you about her.  Andrea is a native of 

Parkersburg and graduate of Parkersburg South High School and West Virginia University.  She and her 

husband, Scott, who is also a WVU graduate, have two young sons.   

 

Her previous work experiences include working for the West Virginia University Foundation and 

leadership development roles with the University of Florida, the Florida Baptist Children's Homes and 

Baylor University. The Board of Directors of the United Way Alliance of the Mid Ohio Valley found that 
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her “background in nonprofit leadership and fundraising was very impressive” and "Her energy and 

experience set her apart, and would make her a great fit to continue the good work already taking 

place here in the community”.  The Chamber of Commerce couldn’t agree more! 

 
Under her leadership, The United Way Alliance facilitated employer-run workplace campaigns who 

encouraged their employees to support United Way through payroll deduction donations. Together, 

firms and their employees contributed more than $800,000, with over 2500 donors.  The United Way 

Alliance has continued to be much more than just a fundraising campaign, however, and in addition to 

the 40 plus agencies it funds, United Way has several initiatives of its own that benefit the greater Mid-

Ohio Valley. United Way serves as the 2-1-1 provider for Wood and Wirt counties, handling more than 

100 calls every week from individuals looking for assistance and referrals, coordinates 16 local food 

pantries in Wood County reducing duplication of services, and manages the Warming Hands and 

Hearts initiative which provides utility assistance for individuals in crisis situations. In addition, the 

United Way work together with Community Resources Inc. and the Family Resource Network to 

distribute thousands of backpacks to students in need,  organizes a “Week of Caring” where 

community members come together and volunteer their time at United Way agencies, and has kicked 

off a new Volunteer Initiative called Volunteer MOV. 

 
Andrea has said to people "I've been privileged to work in many great universities and in the nonprofit 

world doing what I love for the past 12 years," Shirey said. "And while I'm immensely grateful for those 

experiences, none of those opportunities compare to having the chance to serve the people of my own 

community." She believes the impact her agency has in our community comes down to personal 

stories and that the strength of our communities lies in our people and that the more we can come 

together to tackle tough areas and issues, the better our community is.   

 
Please join me in honoring Andrea Shirey, the 2015 Young Business Leader of the Year. 

 


