
UCCTU	  May	  Newsline	  2015	  

Faces	  In	  The	  Stream:	  Gerry	  Mecca	  

	  
Rising Trout Soliloquy 

“I rise to greet the warming sun 
I rise to meet the floating dun 

I rise in concert with the river run 
I rise in tempo to the day begun 

I rise at the will of the Blessed One 
I rise at the surface where ripples are spun 
I rise because that is what a trout must do 

I rise in hopes of eluding you.” 
 

“The Poetwild” 
aka, Gerry Mecca 
September 2011	  

 
It was a cold late January morning in North Georgia when I met Gerry 
Mecca at the familiar Waffle House on Holcomb Bridge Rd.  Over hot 
coffee and omelets, Gerry and I talked grouse, salmonids, and about a life 
spent in pursuit of both.  Many of our Chapter may know him as our 
Secretary, triathlete afficianado, and true Rennaisance man.  Gerry excels 
in business, writes poetry, and fishes and hunts his way from Upstate New 
York to the Southernmost tops of the Appalachian mountains.  He will be 
missed. 
In Gerry’s words:  “I grew up in Torrington, CT a large town in the 
Berkshires near the tri-state area of MA, CT and NY. After 9 years of 
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Catholic School and 4 years of public h.s., attended the University of 
Connecticut and received a degree in Political Science with the intent of 
entering law school. Changed my mind, went to the University of Hartford 
to get a Masters of Public Administration with a concentration in Finance 
thinking I would be a city manager. That changed and pursued a career 
both in local government as a financial manager and in the private sector 
as a banking services representative.  
My fishing career began at age 4 on a cold spring day at Mount Tom State 
Park (a large pond) in Litchfield, CT. My dad put a rod in my hand and I 
caught my first stocked brook trout. It was a defining moment for me.... an 
epiphany that presented the wonders of the outdoors, trout and fishing to 
me. We had a wonderful little trout stream that ran through my town, the 
Newfield. I would walk 2 miles to find the quiet stretches and chase 
brookies all day. Being close to Cape Cod, I added surf-casting to my 
sporting endeavors by age 10. My hometown is situated between two of 
the best trout rivers in the northeast, the Farmington and the Housatonic. 
As a teen, I would hit those waters with a spinning rod in hand, frequently. 
Fly-fishing for me began at age 25 when my career took me to northern 
Virginia. I bought very inexpensive equipment and would fish in Maryland 
and the Shenandoah NP in VA on days off. The intensity of fly-fishing was 
and is the allure. It is a quiet, finesse driven activity but it requires your 
cognitive engagement at the highest level. The ability to observe, stalk and 
act deliberately immerses me into the art of fishing like no other form of it. 
Still, I do like to use ultra-light spinning gear on occasion.  
Trout Unlimited became my go to fraternity, club and cause about 36 years 
ago. It had/has it all.... folks who love fishing, trout, nature and 
conservation. I have met some outstanding people over the years through 
my association with it. TU reaches each one of us on so many levels 
provided we go "all-in" for the resource and the sport. It does grab you if 
you are open to the complete experience. 
I have been a member of 4 chapters to this point, 2 of which as both 
member and leader. In my mid-30s, I served 2 years as the President of 
the Greater Boston chapter after a few committee posts. There, I facilitated 
exponential growth in our membership as well as guided some of our 
Atlantic Salmon restoration projects. With the UCCTU, I have had the 
privilege of coordinating our stream work project teams over the past few 
years. Now, I have just finished my tour of duty as Board Secretary. I can 
say just serving with these folks has been one of the best times of my 
life...they are dedicated, talented and very good individuals. 
Here in Georgia, I've really enjoyed fishing the Jacks, Connasauga and 
Chattooga Rivers; but I still love the total experience of the West 
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Montgomery above all else. Beyond Georgia, I have a great love for the 
Clyde River in northern VT....landlocked salmon in a smaller water with 
very little pressure near my favorite forest for grouse hunting. In 
freshwater, the go-to species for me is a three-headed hydra.... 
brookies/landlocked salmon/smallmouth bass. My favorite fly is an old New 
England streamer called "the Barnes Special"....works on all three of my 
dream species. In saltwater, it is the striped bass closely followed by the 
redfish. Love saltwater clousers. 
Fishing bucket-list.....traveling by vehicle in AK, camping and fishing for 
salmonids wherever along the way, hopefully a 4-8 week adventure. 
Toughest part of leaving the area...the people left behind. I hope to stay 
connected in the years ahead. Would love to show you the waters where I 
will be and the uplands to boot. I always thought the Greater Boston 
Chapter TU was the zenith of my TU "career" but I have come to view the 
UCC as every bit as valuable to me. I really cannot think of a finer 
collection of individuals to fish with, work with and converse with. I'm 
looking forward to the great trout fishing in NYS especially in the 
Adirondacks and there are some truly awesome streams for trout and 
steelhead in western NY that I will reacquaint myself with; but, it may be a 
little lonely for me. You can't replace this group of friends easily. I want to 
thank every person I have associated with in this chapter. I have had a 
terrific past 10 years here because of all of you.” 
We thank you too, Gerry, and wish you the best, always! 
-Tom Hayes 

	  


