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The Leisure and Learn Conferences are four day workshops specifically designed to offer
litigation experts an opportunity to acquire valuable skills and content. The locale for Leisure
and Learn is a peaceful and secluded learning venue in Ajijic, a small mountain village
located on the shores of Lake Chapala, Jalisco, MX.  This year's conference was designed to
promote an in-depth understanding of, and appreciation for, the full range of expert
disciplines involved in civil litigation. Workshops were selected to ensure participants
acquired content relevant to their expert practices, and, had ample time to review, discuss
and apply the current materials presented in the workshops. 
 
Leisure and Learn always provides participants with an opportunity to learn in a small group,
one-to-one environment that reduces all distractions.  By combining didactic and applied
learning formats, the conference is now known for fostering a unique collaborative spirit
between and among the expert professionals who attend, independent of their professional
disciplines and affiliations. This is the 8th year the conference will be held. We are excited
about the caliber of speakers who have agreed to present and content they will convey. 

Class hours are from 8:00 to 2:00 daily for the “learning” aspect of Leisure and Learn.  When
classes are completed for the day, participants are encouraged to explore the village of Ajijic
at their “leisure.” Ajijic has a prolific number of art galleries, restaurants, salons, spas, golf,
horseback, and a range of other activities to investigate.  



COLLABORATION: THE ESSENCE OF LIFE CARE PLANNING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2016, 5:30 PM

    Reception at Villa Juanita

79 Calle Hidalgo, Ajijic, Jalisco, MX

THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2016
8:00 to 10:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  VOCATIONAL ISSUES IN LIFE CARE PLANNING: HOW SHOULD

VOCATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS BE UNDERSTOOD AND ACCOUNTED FOR DURING
DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF A LIFE CARE PLAN. One section in many life
care plans addresses recommendations intended to highlight the need for vocationally oriented
training, job modification, and other supports which can allow a person with disabled person to
return to gainful work activity.  The vocational assessment and related recommendations affect
the life care plan in the sense that it is a consideration in the larger plan.  However, when the
vocational consultant is also addressing the issue of vocational employability, placeability, and
earning capacity, the composition of, and intensity within, the composite life care plan has a
direct effect on the evaluees ultimate employability and work life expectancy.  Utilizing the
Vocational & Rehabilitation Assessment Model as a case conceptualization framework, this
session will walk through the process of a vocational assessment and graphically illustrate the
reciprocal interaction between vocational recommendations and the overall composite life care
plan.  By examining this relationship attendees will learn how the life care plan can directly affect
opinions of the evaluees employability, placeability, earning capacity, and work life expectancy. 
The session will culminate in a case study review to illustrate these interrelationships.  Dr. Rick
Robinson, our keynote speaker, has nearly 20 years of experience providing vocational, and
disability consulting in both litigated and non-litigated settings. He is nationally certified in
rehabilitation counseling, vocational evaluation, and life care planning. He is board certified by
the National Board for Certified Counselors and as a Diplomate by the American Board of
Vocational Experts. He is state licensed in Florida as a Mental Health Counselor. He holds a
doctoral degree in Rehabilitation Science from the University of Florida. His research interests
are focused on forensic rehabilitation analysis, methodologies, and models. He has published
over a dozen peer reviewed articles related to forensic vocational rehabilitation services. He is
also the editor of the 2014 textbook Foundations of Forensic Vocational Rehabilitation. He is the
president of Robinson Work Rehabilitation Services, Co., a private vocational and rehabilitation
consulting firm in Jacksonville, FL and as well, the current President of the International
Association of Rehabilitation Professionals, Chicago, IL. 

10:00 - 12:00 COLLABORATING WITH VOCATIONAL EXPERTS: EXEMPLARS OF WORK PRODUCTS
DEVELOPED BY VOCATIONAL EXPERTS. This workshop will review and illustrate the range
of services performed, and products developed, by vocational experts.  The workshop is
designed to acquaint life care planners with the type of support they can anticipate when
collaborating with a vocational expert and what kinds of questions these experts address.  The
following areas will be covered:  rehabilitation counseling, individual assessments of capacity,
estimations of wage loss, work life expectancy, labor market surveys, work sample systems,
transferable skills analysis, job analysis, situational assessments, job site modifications, work
hardening, functional capacity evaluation, job searches, and ergonomic reports.  Paulette
Freeman, RESOLUTE Vocational Consulting. Omaha, NE. and Robin Cook Pyle, CRC, PVE,
Ph.D. Disability and WorkForce Consulting, Highlands Ranch, CO.  



12:15 - 2:15 EXPERT COLLABORATIONS: A-Z: John Berg is a well-known and highly respected vocational
expert in private practice in Seattle, WA.  Mr. Berg will illustrate, by actual “settled” cases, how to
collaborate with the assigned attorney and relevant same-side experts. From the beginning of
the case assignment, to working up the case with the Economic Expert, he will describe the
various phases one can expect, from vocational expert services and ultimately, testimony. The
following examples will be used: traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury resulting in paraplegia,
and amputations. These tend to be the more complex and complex cases for both vocational
experts and life care planners. John Berg, M.Ed., CRC, CDMS, ABVE, Vocational Consulting,
Inc., Seattle, WA.  

FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2016
8:00 - 10:00 COLLABORATION WITH FORENSIC ECONOMISTS: UNDERSTANDING THEIR WORK AND

THE ROLES THEY PLAY IN CIVIL LITIGATION.   This workshop is designed to provide an
understanding of the role forensic economists play in civil litigation; the types of work products
they develop, and methods that aid in collaborating with a forensic economist to ensure effective
same-side collaboration. Dr. Needham will present information on the areas in which he testifies
and the types of questions he is asked to address.  Dr. Needham is a principal at Shipp,
Needham & Durham, LLC, Fort Worth, TX.  Since 1997, he has worked in the area of litigation
support.  Prior to that, he worked for more than 20 years in the areas of banking, corporate
finance, and risk management.  Dr. Needham has also been an Adjunct Professor of Economics
at Texas Christian University and Weatherford College, TX.  As an expert, he has testified on
various matters relating to commercial damages, personal damages, bankruptcy and business
valuation.  He has been retained by attorneys representing both the plaintiffs and the defendants
and has given expert testimony in state and federal courts.  Dr. Needham is active in several
national economic associations.  He has served as President of the American Economic
Rehabilitation Association (AREA) and the Southwestern Society of Economics.  He has
published articles in the area of financial economics and forensic economics and is a Certified
Earnings Analyst. Allyn Needham, Ph.D, C.E.A. Shipp, Needham and Durham, Fort Worth, TX.

10:00 - 12:00 WILL REFERENCE TO INSURANCE RESOURCES AFFECT THE COST RESEARCH YOU
CONDUCT AND THE COST CHARTS YOU DEVELOP?  This workshop focuses on how
insurance coverage can be understood in the context of the Affordable Care Act.   The
workshop will prepare participants for questions regarding insurance coverage in trial, 
depositions and reports and how to best research, display and explain the cost data collected.
The workshop will also focus on how to interpret the “Exclusions and Limitations” sections of
insurance policies to determine what future coverage will be for an individual, how to identify
limitations in the coverage, and cost variations in coverage. Two case studies will be presented. 
Julia A. Finn, BSN, RN, CCM, CLCP, Beavercreek, OH. 

12:00 - 2:00 A COMPARISON OF THE BENEFITS AND DRAWBACKS OF SIX METHODS OF COST
RESEARCH. This workshop will contrast and compare the benefits of the following options for
cost research: how to interpret costs that are “paid” versus costs that are “billed,” and use of the
following databases and resources: Center for Medicare Services Database, the American
Hospital Directory, the Health Care Utilization Profile, Direct Contacts with Hospitals and Clinics,
and use of Medical Fees 2015. Panel: Joan Scofield, RN, BSN, MBA, CNLCP, Albuquerque,

NM; Shelly Kinney, MSN, RN, CCM, CNLCP, Ralston, NE, and Susan U. Sheerin. RN, CLCP,
MSCC, CGCM, Scott Township, PA. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2016 
8:00 - 10:00 SELECTION AND COLLABORATION WITH EXPERT CONSULTANTS FOR REPORT,

DEPOSITION AND TRIAL: A TRIAL ATTORNEY’S PERSPECTIVE. This workshop will focus
on the decision-making processes used by attorneys as they select experts, the factors that
affect their decision to retain an expert, the process used to prepare and work effectively with
experts during deposition and at trial and how the type of case affects the type of work product
requested. The workshop will also focus on trial strategies as affected by characteristics of a
specific case and the decision process used to determine when an expert should–or should not
testify--at trial.  Craig Logsden, Attorney, the Snell and Wilmer Law Firm, Phoenix, AZ.



10:00 - 12:00 PART 1: EXPERT COLLABORATION FOR A PEDIATRIC BURN SURVIVOR.  Dr. Ruth
Brubaker Rimmer is a pre-eminent national specialist on the effect of traumatizing burn injuries
for individuals. She has worked at the Arizona Burn Center for over 15 years and has authored
multiple research articles, book chapters and curricula on the stages, steps and outcomes of
appropriate burn intervention. She has worked with families and children who have survived
burns for over 22 years. This comprehensive two-part workshop will focus on the content, skills
and processes required to develop a life care plan for a pediatric burn survivor.  Workshop
content will include the progression of burn injuries, emotional components that must be
addressed in a comprehensive plan for a child who is injured, appropriate neuropsychological
testing to determine the arc of future recovery, pain coping strategies relied upon by patients,
the effects of burn injuries on parents and care givers, and, how to the complete the essential
collaboration required with other burn care professionals who comprise the treatment team. The
presentation will define, step-by-step, the methods required to assess, research, create and
evaluate a life care plan for the consistency of support it offers for a pediatric burn survivor and
their family members.  Using case examples, Dr. Rimmer will describe the research approach
she employs in a complex burn case, how she frames her use of resources, what expert
consulting and collaboration she requests and what methods she uses to forecast the range of
likely options possible for the individual who is burned. Ruth Brubaker Rimmer, Ph.D, CLCP,
President & CEO, Care Plans for Life, LLC, 2004 to Present, Mesa, AZ.   

12:00 - 1:30 THE 2016 LIFE CARE PLANNING TOOLKIT: 8,000 Research Articles You Can Use to
Support Evidence-Based Life Care Planning. In this workshop, attendees will install a copy of
the Caragonne 2016 Life Care Planning Toolkit on their computers. The LCP Toolkit is a
searchable compendium of 8,000 research articles and live links to on-line data bases that has
developed and updated annually by Caragonne and Associates, LLC since 2003. The Toolkit is
will be part of the thumb drive created for attendees. The Toolkit can be used to conduct
research in subject areas related to life care planning. The comprehensive automated LCP
Formset–including the Determination of Need (DON) protocol and the Case Management
Assessment Form, is also contained within the database. Attendees will install the Toolkit on
their computers, then use it to search, identify, locate and retrieve research articles from the
Toolkit to conduct evidence-based research relevant to a sample of life care plans. Penelope
Caragonne, Ph.D., Keith Sofka, Assistive Technology Provider (Retired), Caragonne and
Associates, Ajijic, MX. 

1:30 - 3:00 COLLABORATING WITH LIFE CARE PLANNERS ON JOB SITE MODIFICATIONS:
STANDARDS, METHODS AND OUTCOMES FOR JOB SITE MODIFICATION This workshop
will provide an overview of what types of work products and reports should be expected from
collaboration with a rehabilitation technologist or rehabilitation engineer, and what types of
questions should be asked by a life care planner prior to collaboration with and selection of a
expert consultant in this area. Mr. Sofka has over 35 years of experience in rehabilitation
technology and working with persons with disabilities.  He will present the methods he uses to
collaborate with life care planners for job site modification, how he evaluates a client to
determine their readiness for potential job site modification, the types of evaluations he conducts
at a potential work site, and the task analyses he performs during development of a modified
work site that can support return to work. Activities required before, during, and after with
employers to ensure job retention will also be reviewed.  Mr. Sofka will present case examples
of the work site modifications possible that support return to work. Keith Sofka, Assistive
Technology Provider (Retired), Caragonne and Associates, Ajijic, Jalisco, MX.

GRAN FIESTA
MARCH 12, 2016, 6:30 TO ?????

Villa Juanita, 79 Calle Hidalgo, Ajijic, Jalisco, MX
A Party for Workshop Participants and Our Friends in Ajijic

Music: Victor Rodriguez, Electric Violin and Sitar, 
Ignacio Rodriguez, Guitar



SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2016
9:00 - 11:00 PART 2: EXPERT COLLABORATION FOR A PEDIATRIC BURN SURVIVOR. This comprises

the second part of this four hour workshop.  Ruth Brubaker Rimmer, Ph.D, CLCP, Mesa, AZ.   

11:00 - 12:30 COST RESEARCH STRATEGIES USING AHD/HCUP/MED FEES. This presentation will define
and discuss cost research strategies for using the American Hospital Directory, the Health Care
Utilization Profile and Medical Fees 2015. Participants will learn how to:  identify the source of
the data used in each of the database.  Participants will also learn how to define which patients
are included in the American Hospital Directory data set.  Participants will be able to
demonstrate techniques used to obtain costs for outpatient procedures using the APC
(Ambulatory Payment Classifications), define the differences between and among the three
columns used to display costs in the AHD cost columns; average charges (charges billed to the
patient), average payments accepted by providers, and average costs for individual procedures.
Last, participants will be able to identify which data source provides the most locality specific
data. Liz Holakiewicz RN, BSN, CCM, CNLCP, Holakiewicz and Associates, San Diego, CA

12:30 - 2:30 WHEN YOU JUST CAN’T COLLABORATE: WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOUR LIFE CARE
PLAN IS REVIEWED BY AN OPPOSING EXPERT . This panel presentation is designed to
prepare a life care planner for scope and range of arguments likely to be offered by opposing
experts, and, how best to prepare for these arguments during report development and
testimony. Moderator: Penelope Caragonne, Ph.D., Caragonne and Associates, LLC, Ajijic, MX. 
Panel : Alisa Cornetto, RN, COHN-S. CCM, CLNC, MSCC, CLCP, Burlington, NC; Kathryn
Reid, MA, CRC,  CCM, Seattle, WA; Shelly Kinney, MSN, RN, CCM, CNLCP, Ralston, NE.  

2:30       Conference Close and Evaluations

 Breakfast and lunch are served daily.  

Assistance is available to book local hotel rooms and

arrange pick-up and transport from the Guadalajara  airport. 

Prior to Leisure and Learn, attendees will receive a packet of materials
to review before arrival regarding the Affordable Care Act. Information on 

various frameworks that can be used for cost research will be sent as well. 
Attendees are requested to review these article prior to start of the conference.   

All conference proceedings are provided on a thumb drive at beginning 
of the conference, including the “take-away” LCP Toolkit.  The 

will include the review articles sent prior to the conference. It will be
installed on your computers at conference start. During the session on 

purpose and use of the Toolkit, assignments to familiarize students with 
Toolkit contents and case-related search techniques will be provided.   

Should you have any questions, including those regarding lodging, air travel, or transit 
to Ajijic, contact us at 866-285-0665 or mail@caragonne.com for assistance.

Application will be made to the International Commission
on Health Care Certification for 26.0 Continuing Education

Units. Application will be also be made for Continuing Education 
Units awarded by the American Association of Nurse Life Care Planners.

mailto:mail@caragonne.com

