
Question 1:  What is the current state of telepractice? 
Response:   
 
Teletherapy is a rapidly expanding, service-delivery model that offers abundant 
and flexible opportunities in terms of scheduling, access to varied client 
populations, and making a difference in clients' lives around the world!  My 
philosophy is such that telepractioners and on-site therapists can work together to 
help people with various speech/language/hearing disabilities become successful 
communicators. Teletherapy, in my opinion, is not a replacement for existing, on-
site services. The relationship between on-site and teletherapy services should be 
symbiotic.  Teletherapy can be incorporated to ease the burden of burgeoning 
caseloads as well as reaching people that do not have access to on-site services 
due to location, lack of transportation, etc.  Since 1989 when I began my 
Speech/Language Pathology career, I have observed and implemented some 
wonderfully exciting advances in our profession!  It is my opinion that teletherapy 
is the most exciting advancement thus far.  It is a "marriage" of Speech/Language 
Pathology/Audiology and globally-accessible technology!  Depending on the client 
population, the type of disorder(s) you are servicing, and the Internet platform you 
are using to provide teletherapy services, the sky is the limit!  You are only limited 
by your own ingenuity! 
 
Question 2:  What are the benefits of telepractice? 
Response:   
 
The benefits of telepractice are numerous and vary from provider to provider.  The 
benefits I have experienced are the following: working from home, no longer having 
to drive to work (especially during Wisconsin winters), being able to create my own, 
flexible schedule; developing my own materials as well as integrating those that I 
have purchased, exploring and integrating different types of technology for therapy 
services, working with a variety of speech/language disabilities that I did not have 
the opportunity to service while on-site, working with tele-helpers that are on-site 
managing my students' behaviors allowing me to provide efficient therapy services, 
the improved focus of the students because of their interest in computers and 
technology,  increased speed of progress - in most cases, and no longer having 
those additional duties while on-site in schools taking time from therapy services.  
There are many more advantages to teletherapy (too many to list here), but you 
will need to discover those for yourself by learning more about and actually 
providing teletherapy services! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Tracy Sippl, M.S., CCC-SLP 
Speech/Language Pathologist & Teletherapist 


