The West Mercer Green Team and Gardening Crew have joined together for some interesting Earth activities Day on April 22nd. The Green Team, led by Sherry Isaacs, set a goal to complete activities that would award WME the title of a Tier 3 Green School. 

The requirement is to identify and name the plants in our Courtyard Garden. Mrs. Isaacs arranged for a Master Gardener visit with the members of the Green Team and the Gardening Crew to identify the plants, which are indigenous to the Pacific Northwest and have a special role in the early days of our state.
They have been researching the plants and weeding and pruning in the Courtyard. These students are becoming experts on the location and special features of these plants.  Mrs. Isaacs helped the students create signs for the plants and these groups have developed a thought-provoking way to introduce the plants to the school community.  These signs will be installed to help our children learn the names and uses for the plants.
Tours of our Courtyard:
These students will be tour guides for the plants in the garden. These tours will be offered during the lunch recesses and, on special dates, for classes, who are interested. This will allow more of the students to become familiar with these indigenous plants, and allow them to discover how these plants were used.  
Scavenger Hunt:
On Earth Day, Wednesday, April 22, these groups will sponsor a Scavenger Hunt for any classes who are interested. Students who complete the questions can submit them to the teams. All students who succeed in the Scavenger Hunt, by showing they knew the plants, will be recognized.
Welcome to the Courtyard Garden:
After Earth Day, when the weather suits, we will open our Courtyard for any teachers who are interested in doing class work in the Courtyard Garden. With the bench seating,  the indigenous plants, and the warm weather, this will provide an ideal location for Science, Reading, or just being in the garden.

