West Mercer Non-Competitive and Competitive Spelling Bees
February 24, 2016 and March 2, 2016 at 2pm
West Mercer Library 

Dear Teachers and Parents,

We are very excited to be hosting both a non-competitive and a competitive spelling bee this year at West Mercer.  Our hope is that this will encourage our students to improve their spelling (partly by reading more), increase their vocabularies and develop and implement proper usage of English for the rest of their lives.

The West Mercer competitive spelling bee will take place on March 2nd, and will strictly follow the guidelines set forth by the Scripps National Spelling Bee so that the winner of our school will be able to continue on to the Regional Spelling Bee at Town Hall in Seattle.  The Regional Spelling Bee will take place on Sunday, March 13th.  If our West Mercer student wins the Regional Bee, then that student and one chaperone will continue on to the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington D.C.  While the West Mercer competitive spelling bee does not restrict participation based on age or grade, the spelling words that we are required to present to the competitors are geared for the higher grades/ages (3rd grade through 5th grade).  Please carefully consider whether the competitive bee is appropriate for your child or whether the non-competitive bee would be a better fit.  

For those students who do not want a competitive environment, West Mercer will also host a fun, non-competitive spelling bee on February 24th of this year for all grades.  This is a wonderful opportunity for your child to experience a spelling bee in a fun and friendly environment.  Your child is welcome to participate in both the non-competitive and the competitive spelling bee if he/she so wishes.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]We want to make both bees as positive and as exciting for the students as possible.  A list of practice spelling words, organized by grade level, follows at the end of this document.  In addition, we have included the 2016 School Spelling Bee Study List.  These documents have been provided by Scripps for student use and preparation.  Finally, this email includes a third attachment which is the Sign-Up Form for parents to complete and return to the school office if their student(s) would like to participate.  Please complete and return this form as soon as possible.


We expect the non-competitive spelling bee to be completed at about 3.15pm.  We are not sure at this stage how late the competitive spelling will end as it will depend on the number of students and rounds.   However, at the end there will be a winner who continues on to the Regional Bee and an alternate in case the winner is unable to participate on the Regional Bee date in March.  While students may not retain private tutors or eschew normal school activity to study for spelling bees, we encourage each class to have a practice spelling bee so that the students are familiar with the format, improve their spelling skills, and generate anticipation and excitement for the actual event.

This is a PTA sponsored event; therefore, we are asking for parent volunteers to help with: setting up the chairs; helping the students to pay attention and follow the instructions; hand out snacks and participation awards, and finally, remove the chairs and return the library to its prior state.  If you have questions or concerns, or if you would like to help with this event please contact Jocelyn Barber at jossbarber@me.com.
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