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Dear Friends of Mayer Lutheran High School,

Autumnal greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
 We are off to a terrific start of school. Enrollment increased from last year, 
our sports teams are experiencing success, our new website is up and running, 
homecoming was a hit, and we completed some significant building projects 
with one major construction project remaining.
 When we examine everything we do at Mayer Lutheran, it is essential that we keep our mission 
in mind. Preparing the next generation of Christian leaders is a multi-faceted, never-ending, 
eternally-significant goal and we are blessed to do so with confidence and enthusiasm. Keeping our 
mission in front of our eyes, we are poised to take on a new challenge—completing the next phase 
of our building plan.
 Why should we build? That is the question that constantly challenges our school leaders as we 
move forward. The Board of Directors recognizes four reasons to build:

1. The planned expansion will better serve our students and their families. With 
additional courts, more practices can be held at the same time and kids can go home at a 
reasonable hour. Our physical education program will have a much larger, better equipped 
space for our students. The new commons area will provide a safe, inviting atmosphere that will 
improve the sense of community among our families and staff. Consolidated offices will make it 
much more convenient for current and future families to interact with our school leaders.
2. The field house will enable us to host various tournaments that will bring many 
families and prospective students to our campus. Our records show that seventy percent of 
eligible students, who visit our campus for the first time, end up enrolling. Not only will we have 
lots of new families who have never been on our campus, but the events will provide income for 
the school to help pay for the increased expenses of maintaining our new addition. 
3. The project will strengthen our Mayer Knights community youth program, one of our 
most successful recruiting initiatives. Knights’ practices can all be held on our campus instead 
of several locations as we do now. Summer camps will have more options and space for kids to 
play. As mentioned earlier, the Knights will be able to host tournaments for the first time.
4. Our new addition will better welcome guests to Mayer Lutheran. An obvious entrance, 
closer parking, secure entry to our campus, and a stunning design will show the community that 
our campus is eager to serve them—both first-time guests and old friends alike. 

 The estimated cost of our project is nearly $5 million. To boldly take on the fundraising necessary 
to accomplish this task is a tremendous leap of faith. With nearly $1 million already in the bank, 
we are confident that the Lord will provide the rest. We are blessed with a talented and capable 
fundraising committee to help make our plans a reality. We pray God’s blessing on them and on 
their faithful work.
 Is preparing Christian leaders worth such an investment? Consider Paul’s words to the Philippians: 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord (3:8). Knowing Jesus Christ is certainly worth more than gold and silver and a field house. 
Our mission urges us to train kids to know Jesus and to lead for Him in a world that urgently needs 
leaders of faith, character, integrity, and virtue. Every penny we raise goes to 
fulfill a mission that makes an eternal difference. Why build and why now? 
The next generation of Christian leaders knows. I pray you do too!

Prepared to Build For the Sake of the Gospel,

Joel P. Landskroener
joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1007

By Joel Landskroener, MLHS Executive Director

Congrats! Queen Rachel & King Charlie

OCTOBER 30, 2015!
celebratehisharvest.org

Prepared to Build... Construction of the 
new Fine Arts stage shop is underway!

To submit information for publication in 
The Crusader, please contact Renae Johnson 
at rjohnson@lhsmayer.org or 952-657-2251. 
Materials due by the 14th of each month prior 
to publication.
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Many of you will have noticed the new Mayer Lutheran High School website, 
mayerlutheran.org! Parents, please navigate to the Parents page (http://www.
mayerlutheran.org/parents/) to give any feedback you’d like to share with the web 
developers. We are still working on adding content and cleaning a few things up here 
and there, so comments and suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. 
 

MLHS Website Tips of the Month 
Each month there will be a useful tips that will help you navigate the new website.
 
Tip 1. Remember when you click on the logo of the website, it takes you back to the 
home page.
Tip 2. On the calendar page, you can easily highlight a single category by clicking on 
the category you want to see. When you want to see all the events again, just click 
the category name again.
Tip 3. Mobile Devices. When viewing the MLHS website from a mobile device, the 
main navigation menu is accessed by tapping the universal navigation menu icon: 
three small horizontal bars. This menu is longer than some screens will allow, so be 
sure to scroll to see all the choices. Also, to access the top menu item (Get to Know, 
Admissions, Events & Alumni, Knights & Youth, Parents, Students), tap once to select 
and tap a second time to “go there.”

We are So-o-o Social!  
Don’t forget to join Mayer 
Lutheran High School on 
Facebook!

Facebook
www.facebook.com/mayerlhs

How you can help improve 
our Facebook presence:
•	LIKE	our	page.
•	LIKE,	SHARE,	and	comment	on	
 our posts!
•	TAG	yourself	in	our	photos.

TwiTTer
@MayerLutheran 
HASHTAG 
#YouWill 
(use this hashtag when you want to 
show the world what life is like as a 
student, teacher, coach, administrator, 
or fan).  

How you can help our 
Twitter presence:
•	Follow	us!	Favorite,	Retweet,	
 and quote our tweets.
•	Tweet	at	(@MayerLutheran)	us	
 so we can see experience Mayer 
 Lutheran through YOUR eyes!  
•	Don’t	forget	to	use	our	
 #YouWill hashtag.

@MayerLutheran 
#Youwill campaign:
Look for our yard signs, t-shirts, and 
flutter flags and when you have an 
opportunity	(not	while	driving!),	
snap a photo and post/tweet them 
and note the location you found 
them.  Wear your t-shirts out and 
about and take a photo of and 
share it. Let’s see how far away our 
signs and clothing can travel. Any 
guesses which country our t-shirts 
will show up in first?
 Have something you want us to 
post or tweet? Send us a message 
on Facebook or DM us on Twitter. 
Thank you in advance for helping 
us become SO-O-O Social!

Have you ever been scrolling through your Twitter feed and seen a couple of tweets 
starting with a period before an @mention? This is one of Twitter’s lesser-known 
quirks, and silently plays a big role in what comes up in your feed. When you Tweet 
directly at someone (by putting their @handle as the beginning of your Tweet), that 
Tweet only shows up in the feeds of users who follow both you and the person you 
are directly Tweeting. Why? So you don’t flood other people’s feeds when you are 
tweeting back and forth with someone (i.e; Tweet conversations).
 That’s where the period comes in: If you put a period (dot) before @mention, your 
Tweet shows up in the feeds of all of your followers. If you don’t dot before you @
mention, your tweet is considered conversational and only shows up on your stream, 
the stream of whoever you Tweeted at, and those lucky followers you both have in 
common. So, if you want to Tweet directly at someone and you want it to go to all of 
your followers’ feeds, dot before you @mention.
 NOTE: It’s important to know that this trick is only for when you @mention people AT 
THE BEGINNING of your Tweet. Tweets with @mentions elsewhere do not fall under this 
category, so don’t go around putting periods before every person you @mention. 
Reprinted in part from thesocialu101.com

We are So-o-o Social!  
MLHS Twitter Tip of the Month
Twitter.com@mayerlutheran

Throughout the 2015-16 school year, Mayer Lutheran High 
School will be ramping up our communication efforts utilizing 

Facebook	and	Twitter.	If	you	are	‘on’	either,	make	sure	you	
‘connect’	with	us.	If	not,	consider	trying	out	either	one	or	both.	We	are	excited	
to experience Mayer Lutheran through your eyes and to share our message 
around the world. Here are a couple of tips how...

  Mayer
Lutheran•org

Mayer Lutheran 
Launches 
New website!
mayerlutheran.org

MLHS now on instagram! instagram.com/mayerlutheranmn
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Over fifteen years ago my wife and I opted out of TV culture. 
We discontinued our cable TV subscription and didn’t pursue 
the special digital decoder box that would permit us to get 
reception of local TV stations. At that time our children ranged 
in age from twelve to five years of age. While our intention was 
to begin growing a separating gap between our family and toxic 
messages of popular media, we knew that complete separation 
wasn’t possible. Besides, we weren’t trying for complete 
separation. Messages were going to leak through. 
 One source of messages that leaked into our family’s life was 
from a TV show that firmly gripped American culture for several 
years: American Idol. Many of you could probably identify at 
least three or more singers that had their careers launched 
because of this seriously popular program. Examples include 
Carrie Underwood, Kelly Clarkson, Clay Aiken, Kellie Pickler, 
and David Archuleta. But, did you know that there were some 
fledgling singers with golden voices that were rejected? What? 
Really? Yep! My favorite example (because I just love her voice 
and musical style) is a singer that auditioned for American Idol 
not once, but twice and was rejected both times. No way! Yep. 
Colbie Caillat, now famous for her deep jazzy voice and liquid 
piano style was given the boot twice. The second time she failed 
even though she auditioned using her future massive hit song 
“Bubbly.” 
 Wow! How does that happen? Better yet, how do we handle 
that much rejection and yet persevere to eventual success? There 
is no doubt she became successful, wildly successful. But, when 
someone tells us “NO” when we wanted to hear “YES,” it can 
be exceptionally difficult to keep going, try again, or start over 
on the same project. Colbie Caillat has a great voice, but when 
she failed, doubt inevitably leaked into her life and worked to 
diminish her resolve. 
 Colbie Caillat’s failure to convince her audition audience of the 

greatness of her voice is very similar to our 
own periodic defeated attempts to share the 
news of great things at Mayer Lutheran High 
School. We know Mayer Lutheran is where 
many great things are taking place and 
numerous terrific opportunities exist for students to flourish, but 
sometimes the audition audience (our friends, family, neighbors, 
co-workers) just don’t hear us. 
 Yet, your voice is the best voice! Your voice is the one friends, 
family, neighbors, and co-workers are most likely to listen to 
when recommending our high school for their children. The 
voices of Mayer Lutheran parents, past and present, are the most 
powerful voice for spreading the positive impact of a Mayer 
Lutheran education. You’re the ones that know from first-hand 
experience that the children of your friends, family, neighbors, 
and co-workers WILL have opportunities to learn in new ways, 
be taught how to think—not what to think, and learn skills 
to thrive in a complex world. And all of this will happen in the 
context of the glorious good news of Jesus Christ. 
But even the best voice, yours, can be turned down, ignored, 
or drowned out by the cacophony of challenging priorities that 
families deal with every day. 
 Persevere! Keep up the good work of inviting friends, family, 
neighbors, and co-workers to Mayer Lutheran. Yours is the best 
voice, carrying the greatest impact when delivering this message. 
YOU WILL succeed and together WE WILL grow the impact of 
Mayer Lutheran in Carver County and beyond. 
 To schedule a campus tour, meet to discuss our academic 
opportunities, or help enroll a new family, 
give me a call to set up an appointment. 
I’m eager to help our best voices 
be heard. And our best voice 
is yours!

The Great Teacher Invasion
Mayer Lutheran will have a two hour late start 
on Friday, October 9 so the MLHS faculty can visit 
Lutheran elementary schools as part of the Great 
Teacher/Student Invasion. This annual event connects 
Lutheran elementary school students with MLHS— 
encouraging and motivating them to become MLHS 
Crusaders. 
 For MLHS students who need to be dropped off at 
the regular time or ride public busses, the Media Center 
will be open at 7:45 AM so that students have a place 
to study prior to classes beginning at 10:10 AM.  For 
students who ride the Mayer Lutheran bus routes, Mr. 
Loontjer will be in contact with you prior to October 9 
to communicate the MLHS bus route schedule.

Ben Quiram Chosen as National 
Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

The National Merit Scholarship Program 
announced 303 students from Minnesota have 
been named semifinalists for 2016, including 
Benjamin Quiram of Mayer Lutheran High School.
   Quiram is one of 16,000 students nationally 
to receive this prestigious designation, which is 
awarded to less than one percent of all students 
who completed the PSAT/NMSQT qualifying 

test. He will compete for more than 7,000 scholarships worth more 
than $32 million, to be awarded this spring. Quiram will complete a 
scholarship application that includes an outstanding academic record, 
a recommendation from Mayer Lutheran, an essay, and SAT scores that 
confirm the results of the earlier test. National Merit Finalists will be 
announced between April and July of 2016. Congratulations, Ben!

a D M i S S i o N S  D e P a r T M e N T  N e w S
By Dan Perrel, Director of Admissions  |  dan.perrel@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1011

The Best Voice
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The Mayer Lutheran High School drama department proudly presents The Wizard of 
Oz the musical. Come join our journey over the rainbow on November 20, 21, and 22, 
as we follow the grand adventures of Dorothy Gale, a young girl living with Aunt Em 
and Uncle Henry on a farm in Kansas, who dreams of a place without trouble. Her wish 
comes true as she and her dog, Toto, are whisked away in a cyclone and transported 
to the magical Land of Oz. Here, in this wonderful and sometimes curious place, her 
adventure begins. Dorothy meets vivid characters and learns valuable lessons about 
friendship, self-sufficiency, and kindness as she travels to the Emerald City. Come join 
us for a magical, musical evening.
Tickets available at the door: $7-Adults; $5-12 yrs and under; MLHS Students-Free 
(Summary by Katelyn Cooper)

A warm welcome 
back to Alan 
Holasek (Class of 
2009), as MLHS 
Drama Director. 
Alan graduated 
from Concordia 
University, St. Paul 
in 2013 majoring 
in theatre and 

minoring in dance. He was also the winner 
of the student directing competition and 
recipient of the Pro Artibus award. Since 
graduation he has worked professionally as 
an actor with numerous theater companies 
including Artistry, Sabes JCC, Skylark Opera, 
Paul Bunyan Playhouse, History Theatre, and 
Pioneer Place Theatre. When he is not on 
stage he does film work, notable projects 
include History Channel 2, Z Film Festival, 
MN 48 Hour Film Festival, Dear White 
People, Wilson, and In An Instant. During 
his time at Concordia he directed two plays, 
Columbinus and The Diary of Anne Frank, 
and is excited to direct his first musical.

Dramatic alumni

Wendy Bakken
Producer
is a 1985 
graduate of 
Mayer Lutheran 
High School and 
mother of three 
MLHS graduates, 
and one current 
student. From 
her high school 

performing days to the past 11 years 
involved in MLHS theatre, Wendy has served 
a number of roles and positions: staging, 
set design, choreography, costuming and 
props, backdrop canvas artist, hair and 
makeup, assistant director, backstage 
manager, auditions, logo and advertising, 
and role development. 
 Notable MLHS productions Wendy has 
been involved in are Beauty and the Beast, 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, 
Oklahoma and A Family Affair. When 
school was out of session, she was involved 
in community theatre productions such as 
South Pacific, State Fair and Anything Goes. 
Wendy is truly excited about working with 
the tremendously talented and committed 
group of actors in this year’s musical, The 
Wizard of Oz.
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1  Volleyball–C Squad  4:15 PM
 Volleyball–B Squad  5:30 PM
 Volleyball–Varsity  7 PM
 Home vs Belle Plaine
 Girls Soccer–B Squad  5:45 PM
 Girls Soccer–Varsity  4:15 PM
 Away at Spectrum High School
 Cross Country Meet  4:15 PM
 At Howard Lake
2  Football-Varsity  7 PM
 Away at Maple River High School
3  Volleyball–C Squad Tournament  9 AM
 At MLHS
 Boys Soccer–B Squad  TBD
 Home vs Chanhassen
 5  Boys Soccer–B Squad  5 PM
 Home vs Bethany Academy
 Girls Soccer–Varsity  7 PM
 Home vs Bethany Academy
 Foundation Meeting  5:30 PM
 Media Center
6  Volleyball–C Squad  4:15 PM
 Volleyball–B Squad  5:30 PM
 Volleyball–Varsity  7 PM
 Home vs Maple Lake
 Girls Soccer–B Squad  5 PM
 Girls Soccer–Varsity  7 PM
 Home vs Jordan
 Boys Soccer–B Squad  5 PM
 Boys Soccer–Varsity  7 PM
 Away at Jordan High School
7  History of Christianity  7-8:30 PM
 Room 101
8 Volleyball–C Squad  4:15 PM
 Volleyball–B Squad  5:30 PM
 Volleyball–Varsity  7 PM
 Home vs Jordan
 Girls Soccer–B Squad  4:30 PM
 Girls Soccer–Varsity  4:30 PM
 Away at St. John’s
 Cross Country Meet  4 PM
 At Litchfield Golf Course
 Football-Varsity  7 PM
 Away at Waterville-Elysian-Morristown 
9 Two Hour Late Start
 Great Teacher Invasion

12  Football–B Squad  5:15 PM
 Home vs Waterville-Elysian-Morristown
 Board of Directors Meeting  6 PM
 Media Center
 College Information Night  7 PM
 Media Center
13  Volleyball–C Squad  5:30 PM
 Volleyball–B Squad  5:30 PM
 Volleyball–Varsity  7 PM
 Away at NYA
 Girls Soccer Section Tourn  TBD
 Cross Country Meet  4 PM
 At Watertown-Mayer High School
14  Football Section Tourn  TBA
 Away at Norwood Young America
 History of Christianity  7-8:30 PM
 Room 101
15 NO SCHOOL, LEC
16  NO SCHOOL, LEC
20 Football Section Tournament  TBA
 Cross Country Conference Meet  2:30 PM
 At Baylor Park
21  History of Christianity  7-8:30 PM
 Room 101
22 Volleyball–C Squad  4:15 PM
 Volleyball–B Squad  5:30 PM
 Volleyball–Varsity  7 PM
 Home vs Le Sueur-Henderson
23  End Q1
24  ACT  8 AM
 MLHS
 Volleyball Tournament  9 AM
 At Chaska High School
 Football Section Tourn 5 PM
 At St. John’s University
26 Driver’s Ed  3-6 PM
27 Driver’s Ed  3-6 PM
28  Driver’s Ed  3-6 PM
 History of Christianity  7-8:30 PM
 Room 101
29  Driver’s Ed  3-6 PM
 Cross Country Section Meet  4 PM
 At Montgomery Golf Course
30  Driver’s Ed  3-6 PM
 Celebrate His Harvest 
 Lafayette Club, Wayzata

We’ve had lots of questions 
about how to access the athletic 
& activities calendar on the new 
MLHS website. Our calendar 
is a work in progress. We are 
working hard to make the 
calendar as inclusive as possible 
and we are still experimenting 
with solutions. With that said, 
the athletics and activities 
calendar has always been (and 
will always be) available on the 
Minnesota River Conference 
website. It is accessible from 
many places on the MLHS 
website, mayerlutheran.org:

•	 Main	Menu,	PaRentS: 
 “MnRiverConf Calendar” or
 “Calendar” click red link to 
 “Minnesota River Conference 
 Calendar”

•	 Main	Menu,	StudentS: 
 “Minnesota River Conference 
 Schedules & Website”

•	 HOMe Page: click on 
 the Crusader icon in the 
 photo collage, “Minnesota 
 River Conference Schedules 
 and Website”

Please check the Minnesota River 
Conference website for activity 
changes or cancellations.

How Can I 
access the 
MLHS activities 
Calendar Online?

Activities

October 2015

Did you know... 149 (49 co-op) students participated in fall activities: 

Football–38, Volleyball–25, Girls Soccer–13 (+8 NYA, +1 Zion Cologne), Boys Soccer–13 
(+1 LPHT, +25 Watertown-Mayer, +1 CCLS, +3 NYA), Cross Country–2 (+8 LP/HT) boys, 
4 (+2 LP/HT) girls, Bowling–6, Fall Musical–52

Can’t make the event? 
Check the mayerlutheran.org 
website to see if your event 
can be watched LIVe! 
Click the LiveStream photo 
on the homepage.
Recordings are not currently available.
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MLHS HOMECOMING 
A	WEEK	OF	FUN!

2015 MLHS Homecoming Court: Mitchell Thiesfeld and Symone Jopp (9th grade); Garrett Tjernagel and Haley Rohwer (10th grade); Mitchell Johnson and Olivia Hendel (11th grade); 
King Charlie Menke and Queen Rachel Zittergruen; Jack Chmielewski and Nora Henriksen; Sam Schlueter and Madeline Miller; Ben Quiram and Lauren Zellmann; John Chapa and 
Lynnea Marlatt

Homecoming 2015, On the Boardwalk, was a smashing success. 
The Powderpuff game saw many records fall, with the senior girls 
overwhelming defeat of the junior girls. The junior class got its revenge 

in Ironman Volleyball by defeating the senior boys. The Homecoming 
Coronation was an evening of contests and fun, culminating in the 

crowning of King Charles Menke and Queen Rachel Zittergruen. Students 
dressed up throughout the week in comfy, beach, and jersey wear—capping 

off the week with a pepfest and the Crusader football team’s win over Sibley East. 
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My hope is that this school year has been a great experience for 
your child thus far. If your child is in need of anything, whether 
it is stress from academics, social, or family related issues, please 
don’t hesitate to let me know. My door is always open, no 
matter the circumstance.
 Many of the college representatives and military recruiters are 
making arrangements to come to MLHS and meet with students. 
Please encourage your child to meet with these reps, (mainly 
juniors and seniors) especially if they have a strong interest in 
any particular school or branch of military. It’s always worthwhile 
finding out more information to help them in their decision-making process.
 I have begun to meet with seniors to discuss their future plans for college. We 
talk about any details or questions they may have for their next step and encourage 
them to look for scholarship information. Scholarships and visiting college/military 
representatives are always posted in The Blast, through Email Extra, and on Moodle. 
Senior transcripts and ACT scores are currently being sent to colleges, so please 
contact me if you are at this point in pursuing a college. Parents are welcome to give 
me a call or email me with any questions or concerns you may have as your senior 
begins this new chapter of life.
 May God bless your colorful season of autumn!

IMPORTANT	DATES	TO	REMEMBER
•	 Wednesday, October 14, the PSAT will be given to Juniors, the PLAN given to 
Sophomores, the EXPLORE given to Freshmen. Seniors will conduct a service day.
•	 Thursday, October 7, from 9:00-10:00 AM, juniors and seniors will attend the 
College Fair held at Dassel-Cokato High School. Over 80 college reps will be available 
to meet with students. 
•	 The	ACT	is	being	offered	at	MLHS	on	Saturday, October 24. Check out future 
dates and locations for taking the ACT at local area high schools at www.actstudent.
org. Register online.

Media Center: What it can do 
to help students succeed

High school can be hard and there are times 
during the four years at Mayer Lutheran 
High School that you will have questions. 
Where can you go to ask an adult some of 
these things you don’t know? The Media 
Center. Here you can look things up on the 
computers, check out a book that might 
help you or ask the Media center teacher 
who is working that day. Your questions 
could be about any subject or even where a 
classroom is in the building and we can help! 
The Media Center is also the classroom for 
all the PSEO classes so if you have a question 
that we don’t know there are always smart 
peers around that can help.  Mrs. Baumann 
works all day Monday and Tuesday, and 
Wednesday mornings. Mrs. Burdick works 
Wednesday afternoon and all day Thursday 
and Friday. We are teachers and we want to 
help you. Just ask us! Some days we even 
have treats! Stop by and see what we can 
do to answer your questions!

MLHS Parents:
On March 15, 2016, MLHS has the opportunity to administer the ACT 
(American College Test) on our campus during the school day. Testing will 
not include students from other schools.
 All students in grades 10-12 are welcome to take the test for $39.50. 
Testing will take place during the morning session of school and will only 
include the regular test. The writing portion of the test will not be offered. 
ACT scores will be college reportable to the student’s college(s) of choice.
 If a student needs and meets the requirements for Accommodations, all 
proper paper work needs to be submitted to Debra Kelzer. Unfortunately, 
there are no fee waivers for this test, so everyone taking the test needs to 
pay the full amount.
 Sophomores, juniors, and seniors that would like to participate in taking 
the ACT on March 15, must contact Mrs. Kelzer to register at 952-657-
2251 x1012 or debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org. There is no online 
registration with ACT. The deadline for registering is October 14, 2015.
Please make checks payable to Mayer Lutheran High School. MLHS will 
submit the final fee to ACT. 

REMINDER
If you have not completed your child’s 
Health Services Information form please 
do so as soon as possible and return it 
to the nurse’s office. The Health Services 
Information form needs to be completed 
annually and can be found on by going 
to mayerlutheran.org, click on the Parents 
section, then Health Services or Forms. 
 If you have a freshman at home, please 
also send in a copy of their immunization 
record if you have not done so already. 
Thank you! Nurse Corinne

By Debra Kelzer, Guidance Counselor  |  debra.kelzer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1012

Counselor’s Corner
M e D i a  D e P a r T M e N T  N e w S

H e a LT H  D e Pa r T M e N T  N e w S

Katie Baumann  |  katie.baumann@mayerlutheran.org
Sarah Burdick  |  sarah.burdick@mayerlutheran.org
Media Center phone  952-657-2251 x1402

Corinne McCalla  |  corinne.mccalla@mayerlutheran.org
952-657-2251 x1014
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2015-16	MLHS	STAFF	DIREcTORy
Dial 952-657-2251, wait for the prompt, then dial 
the telephone extension for the desired room.
NOTE: All email addresses for reaching MLHS staff have changed. To email a
particular staff member, use their full first name, followed by a period, then last
name @mayerlutheran.org (example: joel.landskroener@mayerlutheran.org) or 
go to mayerlutheran.org, click on Get to Know MLHS, then click on Faculty and 
Staff directory for a full list of contact information.

  ExT. OFFICE/ROOM

ADMINISTRATION  
Jopp, Paulette 1001 Office Manager
Wilaby, Kevin 1008 Principal
Christopherson, Barb 1010 Mayer Knights
McCalla, Corrine 1014 School Nurse
Kris Gustin 1217 Athletic Office

Attendance Line 1501
Activities Line 1502

ASSOcIATION	OFFIcE
Loehrs, Karen 1003 Business Assistant
Johnson, Renae 1002 Communications Assist.
Landskroener, Joel 1007 Executive Director
Perrel, Dan 1011 Recruitment
Kelzer, Debra 1012 Counselor

FOOD	SERvIcE
Schurmann, Lori 1013 Kitchen

BUILDING	MAINTENANcE
Johnson, Bob 1015

TRANSPORTATION	DIREcTOR
Loontjer, Gary 1104
  952-836-6025
FACULTY
Alvarez. Adela 1109 109
Aurich, Dean 1102 102
Baker, Kristen 1103 103
Dulas, James 1205 205
Gesch, Heidi 1201 201
Grimsley, Joelle 1215 215
Gustin, Kris 1217 105
Hoback, Barbara 1203 203
Burdick/Baumann 1402 Media Center
Lane, David 1209 209
Lemke, Heidi 1303 303
Loontjer, Gary 1104 104
Martin, Kathy 1404 Media Center
Masters, Tim 1107 107
McClintock, Matthew 1305 305
Polzin, Megan 1105 105
Strehlke, James 1304 304
Thomas, Gerald 1650 305
Wismar, Stefan 1101 101
Faculty Workroom 1050
Wood Shop 1213 213
Room 211 1211 211
Server Room 1406

College Fair
Wednesay, October 7, 2015
Dassel-Cokato High School
The MN Education College Fair is coming to Dassel-Cokato 
High School on Wednesday, October 7, starting at 9:00 AM. 
 There will be over 80 representatives from public and private 
universities and colleges, community and technical colleges, 
trade and career schools and military organizations. This is a 
great opportunity for students and their parents to visit with 
representatives and explore a variety of options for continued 
education beyond high school. It is also a great learning tool 
for career exploration classes.
 Juniors & seniors can register their personal information 
and create a personal barcode to be scanned at the fair by 
college representatives. Students should register at www.
gotocollegefairs.com, print out the barcode, and bring it to the 
College Fair. 
 Students may sign up in Mrs. Kelzer’s office and pay the $3 
fee for the bus. Parents are welcome to join us as well. If you 
would like a list of the schools that will be represented, please 
contact Mrs. Kelzer at 952-657-2251 x1012, or debra.kelzer@
mayerlutheran.org.

MLHS junior, Jeff Otterstatter, took Coach Grimsley’s advice 
to drink milk a bit too seriously?
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I can see 
clearly now!

The MLHS Mission Trip Team is offering 
their service this fall for window washing. 

We will send a team to your house or 
business to wash windows in exchange for 

a donation to our mission trip. 
If you have questions, or would like to set 
up a window washing time, please contact 
Dave Lane at dlane@mayerlutheran.org.

S c i e N c e  D e P a r T M e N T  N e w S
By Gary Loontjer  |  gary.loontjer@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1104

STEM     (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
is alive and well in the 2015-2016 school year.  

The Robotics Teams have had their initial planning meeting, 
and have taken a look at this year’s challenge. They have begun 
brainstorming for what will be a challenging year. The FIRST 
organization has changed the programming language (we are 
now on the android platform) and the control electronics so we 
have a lot of new things to contend with. I am sure the teams 
will respond well and do their very best.
 Students will have some of the usual opportunities available 
for their participation. These include the engineering design competition at St. John’s 
University in Collegeville, the Rube Goldberg competition hosted by Minnesota State 
University-Mankato, and The American Rocketry Challenge. Check with your child 
to see if he or she is interested in participating in any of the competitions. They can 
contact Mr. Loontjer for more information. Keep tuned into the BLAST announcements 
for more day to day information.

Mayer	Knights	School	year	Activities 
The Knights	Football season is going strong! Our 
7th & 8th graders just played their first game at Tri-
City, and though they lost, they had a great game 
and Coach Brady and Coach Dave say it was a very 
strong first showing! Our 5th & 6th grade tackle 
football team is working hard under the leadership 
of Jeremy Hoese and Blake Hahn...stay tuned for 
their first game report!
   Robotics Teams are forming and practice 
schedules being set up!
   Junior	Knights	volleyball players fill our gym 
with excitement every Wednesday evening under 
the incredible coaching abilities of MLHS Head 

Volleyball Coach Grimsley! These little players are learning the skills, drills, 
and thrills of volleyball. Come and check them out as they scrimmage at halftime 
during the MLHS Varsity Volleyball game on Thursday, October 8.
 There is still time to register for our Knights	of	Jazz	Band that will begin practices 
in October. Under the direction of MLHS Director, James Dulas, this jazz band will 
perform with the Mayer Lutheran High School band at our Winter Concert!
 Basketball tryouts have taken place and the coaches have evaluated and placed 
our young basketball players. Travel Basketball will field nine teams this year! 
Practices will start in October and tournaments in November. Go kNiGHTS!
 Please be sure to sign up for Junior	Knights	Basketball,	Baseball and 
Archery NOW (pay later), so that we can begin planning our season! Register at 
mayerlutheran.org, click on Knights.
 Thanks for supporting the Knights! If you have any questions or suggestions 
please call Barb Christopherson, Knights Coordinator, at 952-657-2251 x1010.

By Barb Christopherson, Mayer Knights Coordinator  
barb.christopherson@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1010

Youth Activities Outreach of Mayer Lutheran High School

Mayer Lutheran High School Presents: 

History of Christianity
Taught by Pastor Stefan Wismar, MLHS 
Director of Christian Faith Development
 
Wednesdays, October 7, 14, 21, 28, and 
November 4, 11, 18
7:00-8:30 PM, Room 101
 
This class will take a look at the history of 
Christianity through its major turning points as 
described in Mark Noll’s book Turning Points: 
Decisive Moments in the 
History of Christianity. 
 There is no cost except 
the purchase of the 
textbook. If you would 
like to participate 
please register online at 
mayerlutheran.org or 
contact Renae Johnson 
at renae.johnson@
mayerlutheran.org, or 
952-657-2251 x1002. 
 
Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of 
Christianity 3rd (third) Edition by 
Mark A. Noll, published by Baker Academic (2012). 
Available on Amazon.com for a reasonable price! 
Please have it with you for class on October 7. 

Adult 
Education 
Opportunity!
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Kip Kovar (MLHS 2011) works as a full-time sports reporter for the Sleepy Eye Herald-Dispatch. He graduated 
from Winona State in May with a degree in journalism and a minor in communications. During Kip’s final year 
at Winona, he worked for the Winona Daily News as a part-time sports reporter. “It was a great experience 
for me and really showed me exactly what I want to do for a career. After graduation, I accepted a full-time 
position here in Sleepy Eye as the sports writer. I started in May and have been working there for almost five 
months now. Crazy how fast time has flown by,” Kip said.
    “As the sports writer I am in charge of covering all of the sports by myself. There are two high schools, one 
public and one private, that have many sports teams so I stay very busy. I am living in Sleepy Eye. I’m blessed to 
say that I was able to get a job right after graduation and in the field that I studied for. I truly love what I am 
doing and I hardly call this a job. I have a passion for what I am doing. I love developing relationships with the 

players and coaches and be able to tell their story. In my opinion, every athlete has a story on why they play. My goal is to find that story 
and share it for others to enjoy.”
 “In high school, Mayer Lutheran encouraged and pushed me to find what I love and try to make a career out of that. For those of you 
who know me, I think I did that pretty well. I still like to keep track of how the Crusaders are doing and a possible goal of mine in the 
future would be to come back a little closer to home and cover the Crusaders. I think that would be pretty cool to be able to cover my 
alma mater and see how the teams have grown and changed.”

  

  
  

Where are they now?  

Dan Meier, (MLHS 
2003) represented the 
USA this past month, 
in the International 
Triathlon Union (ITU) 
World Championship 
in Chicago.
 What once started 
as a way to keep the 
competitive juices 
flowing after being a 
college athlete, turned into a professional 
dream come true. Dan has participated in 
competitive sports all of his life. He played 
four years of football and baseball at Mayer 
Lutheran High School and four years of 
football at Concordia University-Chicago. 
Soon after graduation, Meier wanted to 
find something that would allow him to 
remain competitive and physically fit.
 In 2009, Meier completed his first 
triathlon. On September 17, 2015, Dan 
participated in his 23rd triathlon where 
he represented the US.A in the ITU 
World Championship. Meier competed 

in the Age Group Sprint Triathlon World 
Championship series—a half mile swim, 
a 12.4 mile bike, and a 3.1 mile run. He 
was one of 20 qualifiers in his age group 
(30-34) to represent Team USA against 67 
other competitors from other countries.
 Meier started as the Head Athletic 
Trainer at Concordia University, Ann Arbor 
in June and while the demands have been 
time consuming with fall sports, he has still 
found a way to be diligent in his training. 
Lately, Meier’s training has focused on 
distance and endurance by doing Olympic 
style events once or twice a month. This 
summer, he participated in the Motor City 
Triathlon and set a personal record of 2 
hours and 12 minutes. 
 Dan graduated from Concordia Chicago 
in 2008 with a BA degree in exercise 
science and secondary education. He 
worked in corporate fitness until 2011. He 
went on to graduate from Lenoir-Rhyne 
in Hickory, North Carolina in 2013 with a 
Master’s degree in athletic training.
 “The Mayer Lutheran football program 
had lasting impact on keeping my 
competitive focus in college and beyond. 
During football practice, Mr. Aurich 
would always say, ‘Take care of the little 
things, and the big things will take care 
of themselves.’ I still follow that advice, 
striving for consistency day-in and day-
out,” said Dan.
 Dan is married to Jessica Denninger and 
resides in Ann Arbor, MI. He is the son of 
Rev. Dr. Peter and Kathy Meier.

On August 7, 2015, Courtney Kelzer 
(MLHS 2008) graduated from The 
College of St. Scholastica with a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing. She 
will soon be taking the national 
board exam to become licensed as a 
Registered Nurse. Courtney entered 
this accelerated post-baccalaureate 
program in May of 2014 and was 
pinned with her nursing degree by 
her parents, John (1980) and Debra 
(current MLHS School Guidance 
Counselor). Courtney accepted a 
position as a circulating nurse in the 
operating room through an early hire 
program at Essentia Health, St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Duluth. Her starting date 
is October 5, 2015. This is Courtney’s 
second bachelor’s degree, earning her 
first in Psychology through Gustavus 
Adolphus College.  

Dan Meier, Class of 2003, 
Courtney Kelzer, Class of 2008
Kip Kovar, Class of 2011
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T H e  L a S T  w o r D
By Kevin Wilaby, Principal  |  kevin.wilaby@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1008

Equipping
Mayer Lutheran prepares Christian leaders. That is our mission. 
Beneath this mission lie four essential values: Christ-centered, 
Nurturing, Aspiring, and Equipping. Essential values provide 
direction for our faculty, staff, and administration as together 
we minister to our students—your children, grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, and friends. Using these values to guide our 
decision-making and evaluate the numerous aspects of our 
ministry keeps us focused. This article will focus on the essential 
value of equipping; in subsequent months the other essential 
values will be explored.
 What is meant by equipping students? In order to equip 
students, they must be taught life-skills and given opportunities 
to apply them so that they can survive and thrive in a changing 
and very complex world. In order to equip students, they must 
experience the rewards and personal joy that is associated with 
the successful mastery of a life skill. They must also learn to 
handle the frustration that accompanies a less than satisfactory 
result and to see, in the frustration, the opportunity to learn and 
persevere in order to gain a more desirable outcome. Students 
must be pushed from a place of passivity to active engagement. 
They need to be taught and challenged to think critically, 
demonstrate discernment when faced with conflicting points 

of view, and to tackle problem-solving 
situations with tenacity and creativity.-
 At Mayer Lutheran, students are being 
equipped to be more than a productive and successful member 
of the workforce and society. They are also being equipped 
to answer the call to go and make disciples of all nations. The 
education they receive weaves faith, truth, and the love of 
God and for others into their daily experience. It enables them 
to be built up and to build up others. They receive practice at 
viewing the world and their lives through the lens of God’s 
Word. Students put their faith in Jesus Christ into action by 
participating in classroom discussions, navigating relationships, 
and through service to each other and their communities. 
In a world that is moving away from Biblical truth—towards 
relative truth—Christian discernment is a vital skill for the next 
generation of Christian leaders.
 Equipping our maturing adults to be life-long, faithful 
followers of Jesus Christ is of eternal importance. By God’s 
grace and through the power of the Holy Spirit, we trust that 
God will work through the ministry of Mayer Lutheran High 
School to accomplish this purpose in not only them, but in 
those that are placed into their sphere of influence.

By	MLHS	choir	Members:	Kiah	Bakken	and	carly	Stramer,	
MLHS Juniors

We believe that the Mayer Lutheran High School choir is a 
great way to share your talent in music. Throughout the year, 
we have a great time glorifying God through singing songs of 
praise. Later in the school year we sing more modern songs, 
that is always fun! Over the course of the year, Mr. Strehlke 
exposes us to different types of music in a variety of languages 
and styles. Mr. Strehlke’s  knowledge of music and his singing 
ability amaze us. He always helps and is patient with us even 
when it takes us two weeks to learn one part of a song. God 
had blessed us with Mr. Strehlke as our director and with the 
opportunity to sing in the Mayer Lutheran choir program. 

@Mayer	Lutheran	#yOU	WILL	sing!

M U S i c  D e P a r T M e N T  N e w S
Jim Strehlke, Choral Director  |  james.strehlke@mayerlutheran.org  |  952-657-2251 x1304

MLHS Music 2015-16 Schedule:
All concerts performed in the Mayer 
Lutheran Fine Arts Center, 7 PM.
 
Christmas Concert–December 14
Sacred Music Concert–March 21
Spring Concert–May 18 

Wind Ensemble Performance:
Trinity Lutheran Church, Waconia–
October 25, 8:15 AM service 
 
Wind Ensemble Tour:
New Orleans, March 30-April 3, 2016

DS Driving School West FALL DRIVERS EDuCATION CLASSES will be held October 26–November 6, 3-6 PM. 
at Mayer Lutheran. Spring session is Feb. 29–March 11, 2016, Sign up on-line at dsdrivingschoolwest.com.
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Mayer Lutheran High School admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. 
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its policies, financial aid program or other school-administered programs.

This year is an incredibly important “building season” for Mayer Lutheran High School. 
No doubt you have seen the construction outside the high school. It is the goal at Mayer 
Lutheran, that NO family is turned away due to financial hardship. Please join in helping 
construction on the inside as we build Christian leaders, one child at a time, by attending 
this harvest event.

Celebrate His Harvest is being held at a new venue—the beautiful Lafayette Club, along 
the shores of Lake Minnetonka. 
Friday, October, 30, 2015.

Tickets are on sale now through October 
23, 2015 at www.celebratehisharvest.org
Individual: $75
Reserved Friend Tables: $1000 (10 people)
Formal dress is admired but not required.

100% of the evening’s proceeds goes 
towards student aid. 
 
Sponsorship and advertising opportunities 
are available. Donations are needed.
Please contact Event Co-Chairs: Kim Martin, 
kimkmartin@charter.net, 612-964-2684 or 
Jen Fisher, mjfishers@frontier.com, 
612-508-1143. Thank you!

8th Annual Celebrate His Harvest Dinner and Auction

prepared to build 
Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Psalm	127:1,	NIv


