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ACT NOW
Support Legislation and Funding to
 Provide College Access for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities
WHAT YOU CAN DO:

1) Support $2 million for the Inclusive Concurrent Enrolment Initiative (ICEI) for Student with Disabilities line item (7009-9600)
· This line item supports partnerships between high schools and public institutions of higher education to offer individuals with ID and autism, ages 18-22, the opportunity to participate in inclusive college courses with necessary services and supports. 
· The funding will expand inclusive higher education opportunities throughout the Commonwealth’s 29 public institutions of higher education, providing inclusive opportunities for students with intellectual disabilities and autism throughout the state per the legislative Task Force Report recommendations.
· ICEI increases school and work success for individuals with ID, the majority who has not passed MCAS—a vulnerable group of students who too often are left behind as others graduate.  National research data indicate that forty percent of adults with ID who attended college were able to find paid employment, compared to an employment rate of sixteen percent for those who did not.  
ASK your Senator to support Senator L’Italien’s ICEI budget amendment for $2 million.
ASK your Representative to support increased funding for the ICEI budget in the final Conference Committee
2) Support bills S. 2157 Sen. L’Italien (formerly S. 672)  and H. 4040 Rep. Sannicandro (formerly H. 1064) 
· These bills allow individuals with ID and autism to enroll in college classes with nondisabled peers, even if they haven’t passed MCAS or received a high school diploma. Those who haven’t met college course prerequisites could still audit college classes with necessary supports and services. 

· The bills provide for full inclusion, including opportunities to participate in extracurricular and campus life activities. Student supports and services in higher education can be provided by DDS, MRC, local school districts, and colleges. 

· The Senate bill (S. 2157)  would additionally: require that the goals, mission statements and performance measures of our state colleges and universities provide for the inclusion of students with ID and autism, and would require state colleges and universities work with EOHHS to develop mechanisms to support inclusive dormitory living;  provides for consideration of higher education as an option for older students through the special education process; places the inclusive concurrent enrollment initiative grant program in state law; and provides tuition and fee waivers. 

For more information contact Johanne Pino (MAC) at 617-357-8431 or jpino@comcast.net 

or Maureen Gallagher (MDSC) at 781-221-0024 mgallagher@mdsc.org 
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