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Department of Developmental Services (DDS) 
and UMass Down Syndrome Clinic Line Items
Fact Sheet
DDS Line Items
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Massachusetts Down Syndrome Congress requests that you support an increase for DDS line items that make it possible for our loved ones with Down syndrome to have the supports they need during their adult years. We are requesting an additional $6.5 million dollars  for DDS Community Residential line item, (5920-2000); and an additional $9.8 million dollars for DDS Day and Employment services line item, (5920-2025).
[bookmark: h.t0k31pcx0cmd]
1. [bookmark: h.k5mwb8lb536o]DDS Community Residential (5920-2000) has a shortfall of $6.5 Million due to those Turning 22 and an additional 150 older adults who are either new to DDS or need additional funding - if not funded this will result in 52 people losing services or 1040 having services significantly reduced.
2. [bookmark: h.ds3f189c9yuf]DDS Day and Employment services line, (5920-2025) has a shortfall of nearly $10 Million. These dollars are even more necessary given House's $4+ Million reduction of line item 5920-2026 relative to House 2. In FY'2016, 901 students just turned 22 and they are in need of these or similar services. In addition, DDS projected that $3 Million is needed for older individuals. The $9.8 Million request will address both of these populations. 

Note: Please ask your State Senator to support  Senator Joan Lovely’s amendment to increase funding in the Day and Employment line item and Senator Jennifer Flanagan’s amendment to increase funding for Community Residential.
[bookmark: h.qfd8a7j0lamz]
[bookmark: h.nfggme2vmkw9]UMass Medical Center Down Syndrome Clinic
[bookmark: h.3o6f75qn244f]Finally, we are requesting $150,000 funding for the UMass Memorial Children’s Medical Center’s Down Syndrome Clinic in Worcester. This is very important to our families in Central and Western, MA. Support line item 4510-3008 the following item: "For a grant to the UMass Memorial Children’s Medical Center Massachusetts Down Syndrome Clinic based on the patient centered medical home concept. …………$150,000”.

Your support for these line items will truly make a difference to 5,000 people with Down syndrome in MA. Thank you!
MDSC Mission Statement
To ensure individuals with Down syndrome in Massachusetts are valued, included, and given the opportunities to pursue fulfilling lives by providing information, networking opportunities, and advocacy for people with Down syndrome and their families, educators, health care professionals, and the community-at-large.
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