
 

PURPOSE – SUMC Preschool is an outreach ministry of Simpsonwood United 

Methodist Church and offers a unique program to meet the needs of families in our area.  

Our focus is providing a safe, loving,  and nurturing Christian environment in  which 

each child can develop socially, physically, mentally, spiritually and emotionally to 

his/her fullest potential.  Our church is called to ministry, caring for children, showing 

concern for families and providing support and nurture for its own congregation and 

surrounding community. 

 

The philosophy behind our curriculum is that children learn best by doing, by 

experiencing learning through hands-on discovery.  Learning requires active thinking and 

experimenting to find out how things work and to learn about the world we live in.  Our 

primary goal is to help our children become enthusiastic, independent, self-confident and 

inquisitive learners. 

 

Our curriculum is customized to the needs of our children, using the Georgia Early 

Learning and Development Standards, the Creative Curriculum, Handwriting without 

Tears, Animal Island, Math Their Way, Scholastic, and the SRA Imagine It! pre-k 

curriculum as the resources for development.  The curriculum is theme based and child-

centered.  Using developmentally appropriate activities and materials, the program is 

progressive as the child enters each new developmental level.  Language and literacy 

activities, math/manipulatives, science (sensory), social studies, as well as, music and 

movement, art, outdoor or gymnasium play, Spanish (for children 3 and above), and 

chapel  and Bible stories round out the curriculum.  

 

 Activities will encompass those which are child initiated; those which involve large and 

small group interaction: those which involve large and small motor experiences; those 

which alternate active and quiet play; and those which focus on spiritual development.  

Each classroom is enhanced by planned learning centers which allow for child choice, 

self-directed play, and/or small group interaction.  Language development, mathematical 

reasoning and scientific discovery are strengthened through these centers.  These learning 

centers are used to reinforce basic skills, provide individual student practice, encourage 

hands-on learning, and, supplement learning on themes.  Creative play is encouraged at 

the home living and block centers. 

 

Parent participation is encouraged.  Each class has a room mom who works with the 

teachers to assist wherever needed.  The room mom reaches out to all the parents in the 

class to allow for participation for all whom so desire.  Activities are planned well in 

advance in order that working parents may have the opportunity to be in the classroom, if 

able to take some time from work.  Our teachers and parents work together for the good 

of our children and community.  Our preschool staff and families have a mutual respect 

and fondness for one another.   

  

     “  … let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God. 

                                                             1 John 4:7  

 

 


