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Welcome to Spring! 

April is an exciting month to be a professional in early childhood in New Hampshire! During this month we celebrate 

the NAEYC Week of the Young Child from April 12-18th.  The theme this year is “Celebrating Our Youngest       

Learners!” Did you know that NHAEYC is one of the proud sponsors of the 2015 Celebration of Early Childhood and 

Afterschool  Professionals? Join us for this special event during Week of the Young Child on Tuesday April 14, 2015 

from 4:30 PM-7:00 PM. Please visit our table during pre-networking time from 3:30 PM- 4:30 PM at Grace Capital 

Church in Pembroke, New Hampshire.  

Then, we keep the fun going as we kick off our fabulous Spring Conference weekend on Saturday April 18th at     

Plymouth State University. We are saving your seat so make sure you register-there is great fun, learning and play in 

store!  

On a slightly more serious note, April is also Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month. While you are busy planning 

your activities for the month, think about planting a pinwheel garden (the pinwheel is the national symbol for child 

abuse and neglect prevention), plan a fun event for families, or reach out to your local community partners to raise 

awareness about the importance of prevention in our work with young children and families!   

In March, I had an opportunity to accompany our Public Policy Chair, Alysse Coffey, to Washington D.C. to attend the 

2015 NAEYC Public Policy Forum. Learn more about our trip in her featured article this month in our newsletter.  

Please feel free to reach out to me and share with me your favorite moments during Week of the Young Child, our 

Spring Conference, your efforts to support Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month or stop in and say hello at                      

president@nhaeyc.org 

For more information on Week of the Young Child, please visit  http://www.naeyc.org/woyc 

For more information on April-Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month: 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/?hasBeenRedirected=1 

For more information on the 2015 Celebration of Early Childhood and Afterschool Professionals, 

contact Jessica A Sugrue at 603-271-4206 or jessica.sugrue@dhhs.state.nh.us 

See you all at Spring Conference!  

Jessica Sugrue, NHAEYC President                                                                                       

April Meeting location — Spring Conference, Plymouth State University, Plymouth, NH 

April 18, 2015—Plymouth State University, Plymouth, NH - Annual Meeting at 8:30 AM (prior to keynote at Spring 

Conference) 

Please see page 2 for a list of the upcoming meeting dates and locations. 
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Time is Running Out -  NHAEYC Conference REGISTRATION ENDS SOON! 

Now is the time to reserve your spot at the NHAEYC Learning Local – Together We Are Better Conference.            

Registration ends April 9, 2015, at midnight.   Join early childhood professionals as they come together to learn,     

strategize, reflect, and share advancements in the field of early childhood education.  Learn and gain new tools and 

strategies to use the next week in your classroom.  

 

This year's conference, taking place in Plymouth NH on April 18-19, will be a platform for early childhood               

professionals to learn from New England’s local presenters by attending sessions by experts across disciplines and    

interest areas in leadership, challenging behaviors, curriculum, and program quality. Saturday’s keynote speaker, Steve 

Maguire, is a veteran in the field of education. He has been teaching, coaching, and working with educational              

professionals for the past fifteen years.  Holly Elissa Bruno will present our leadership track, which will be interactive.  

You will be invited to actively participate or sit back, learn and enjoy. The choice is yours. Expect to be challenged, 

inspired, laugh heartily and come away with practical tips on how you alone can make a difference.  Jeanine Fitzgerald, 

Founder of Fitzgerald Institute, will be our presenter on Sunday.  She draws on more than 35 years of professional    

experience to empower teachers and parents to achieve more with children “at risk.” With experience as a certified 

teacher, mental health professional, and mother of three grown children, she understands the promise of every child, as 

well as the diversity of their needs. 

 

Our goal is to help build on the skills and activities of early childhood professionals. If you're looking to   

accumulate professional development hours, complete certification requirements, or better prepare    

yourself---look at our Conference to help you achieve your goal.   Don’t miss out – register for the             

Conference today! 

NHAEYC sent a team of six members to the 2015 NAEYC Public Policy Forum in Washington D.C. on March 8th-10th. 

Led by NHAEYC Public Policy Chair, Alysse Coffey, the team also included Mary-Lou Beaver (Every Child Matters 

NH), Pat Cantor (Plymouth State University), Maryann McNeil (Plymouth State University), Lisa Bozogan (Windy Hill 

School-Colby Sawyer College) and NHAEYC President, Jessica Sugrue.                                                   

We gained a lot of knowledge about advocacy and public policy in the field of early childhood education. On the last 

day of the Forum, the Team had an opportunity to travel to Capitol Hill to meet with New Hampshire’s Representatives 

and Senators.  We met with the legislative assistants of Senator Jeanne Shaheen, Senator Kelly Ayotte, Representative 

Frank Guinta, and Representative Annie Kuster. During our meetings, we discussed policy and advocacy issues related 

to workforce development, increased funding to support quality in early care and education and afterschool  programs 

following the Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG) Law Revisions, continued funding for existing programs 

and the end of sequestration. It was a wonderful experience and has sparked some 

great ideas about events and how we can strengthen our public policy and        

advocacy efforts within NHAEYC. Stay tuned to see what’s next! Want to learn 

more or interested in getting involved? Contact Alysse Coffey at                                    

alysse.m.coffey@hitchcock.org  

A huge thank you to our membership for making our trip to the 2015 NAEYC 

Public Policy Forum possible! 

Upcoming  Meeting Dates & Locations 

May 4, 2015—Windy Hill Learning Center at Colby Sawyer College, New London, NH - Board Meeting,                

6:00 PM—8:00 PM 

June 1, 2015—Mountain View Montessori, North Conway, NH  - Board Meeting, 6:00 PM—8:00 PM 

July 6, 2015—  Live & Learn Early Learning Center, Lee, NH—Board Meeting, 6:00 PM—8:00 PM 

NHAEYC Members Travel To D.C. for a Day On Capitol Hill!  
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