
 

 
Terri Brodeur Breast Cancer Foundation 

2014 Annual Report 
Logan’s Promise – Our Commitment 

 

Logan's Promise honors our Founder, Norma Logan.  

 

Norma’s promise in establishing this organization was to direct 100% of gross fundraising dollars to breast cancer research and 
for the Foundation to be financially transparent so that everyone, from sponsors and donors to volunteers and walk participants, 
could plainly see that the organization was meeting its target. 
 
That promise is especially meaningful as we plan to celebrate Our 10

th
 Anniversary Walk on October 3, 2015. 

 
The TBBCF Vision is to realize effective treatment options to eradicate all types of breast cancer! 
 
Our Mission is 1) to provide critical funding to researchers; 2) to pledge 100% of gross fundraising dollars directly to breast 
cancer research; and, 3) to cover administrative costs with either sponsor dollars or volunteer services. 
 
Our Operating Model was developed in 2006. It has been tried and tested and has stood the test of time. 
 

 

Foundation Leaders manage events and provide core year round administrative services.  They are the Walk Chairs, Walk Team 
Captains, Event Chairs, the Matching Gift Administrator and the Accounts Administrator.  The Board of Directors runs the 
business of the Foundation with the Executive Committee holding responsibility for paid staff.  The Scientific Advisory 
Committee reviews/ranks research proposals for funding consideration and reports their recommendations to the BOD.   
 
Remarkably, 53% of the Foundation leaders/volunteers are founding members. Even more remarkable, 77% of the BOD are 

founding members and 100% of the SAC are founding members. 

  



2015 TBBCF Leadership 
 

The TBBCF Board of Directors 
 

 Patti Burmahl, President 
 Howard Brensilver, MD, Vice President 
 Pat Newborg, Secretary 
 Stacey Gualtieri, CPA, Treasurer 
 John LaMattina, Past President 
 Sandy Maniscalco, Co-Founder and Interim Executive 

Director 
 Lisa Carroll, Director 
 Michele Sotille-Hoyt, Director 
 Max Logan, Director 
 Stephen Sheehan, Esquire, Director 
 Laureen Sullivan, Director 
 Pam Morris Watt, Director 
 Donna Yother, Director 

The TBBCF Scientific Advisory Committee 
 

 Nicholas Saccomano, PhD - Chair - Chief Scientific 
Officer, Array Bio-Pharma, Inc. 

 John LaMattina, PhD -Co-Chair - Former President, Pfizer 
Global Research and Development 

 Stacey Gualtieri, CPA - Grants Administrator 
 Michael Garabedian, PhD - Professor and Course 

Director, New York University Medical Center 
 Susan Logan, PhD - Associate Professor, New York 

University Medical Center 
 Mike Morin, PhD – Chief Scientific Officer, Onkaido 

Therapeutics 

 

 
2014 TBBCF Research Grants Program  
 

2014 was another great year in terms of both the quantity and quality of the proposals that we received. In all, 24 proposals 
were submitted from places like NYU (2), Yale (2) Mt. Sinai (2), Cold Spring Harbor (2), Roswell Park (2), Dartmouth (2) and 
Yeshiva. However, as usual, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC) and Dana Farber dominated the entries with 6 and 
5, respectively. This is great to see as these institutions tend to provide outstanding grant requests. 
 

 
It is also interesting to see that some of our former award winners are thriving as breast cancer researchers. For example, Komal 
Jhaveri, a previous TBBCF Fellow who is featured in one of our videos, is now on the faculty at NYU Langone Cancer Center - 
along with Scientific Advisory Committee members, Susan Logan and Michael Garabedian. She is continuing her breast cancer 
research at this institution. Another applicant, Koichi Ito of Mt. Sinai, is a post-doc in the lab of Dr. Hanna Irie, herself a former 
TBBCF awardee who is continuing her breast cancer research there.  
 
After reviewing dozens of 2014 grant proposals, our TBBCF Scientific Advisory Committee awarded fellowships to the following 
top 2014 researchers.  
 

 



Dr. Eugen Dhimolea, Dana Farber Cancer Institute 

Research Title: “The effect of anti-estrogens on the clonal heterogeneity of ER-positive breast cancer in the context of bone 
metastatic niche: therapeutic implications” 
 
Dr. Dhimolea had applied previously, but the Scientific Advisory Committee felt that his previous proposal, while having great 
potential, still needed more work before funding. This time his proposal was much stronger. Metastases remain the main cause 
of death due to breast cancer. Approximately 33% of ER+ positive breast cancer patients on hormonal therapy will develop 
metastatic disease. Dhimolea has developed a “humanized” mouse model of the bone marrow microenvironment designed to 
mimic the tissue context that leads to estrogen derived breast cancer resistance. His work has the potential to both extend the 
utility of current therapies, as well as, provide therapeutic points of attack should drug resistant disease emerge. 
 
Dr. Nina Ilic – Dana Farber Cancer Institute 

Research Title: “Identifying vulnerabilities in PIK3CA-mutant cancers” 
 
Dr. Ilic hypothesizes that specific mutations in PIK3CA (a key tumor cell signaling enzyme that promotes growth, metastasis and 
treatment resistance) themselves provoke specific metabolic liabilities and dependencies that, if suppressed, can inhibit cancer 
cell growth. Since PIK3CA mutations are found in 30% of breast cancers affecting each of the  four breast cancer disease 
subtypes, successful exploration of these changes may provide the ability to discover drugs that are more broadly effective in 
treating this disease. 
 

Dr. Natalya Pavlova – Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 

The Role of Altered Serine Metabolism in Breast Cancer Metastasis” 
 
Dr. Pavlova provided preliminary data strongly suggesting that among the myriad of changes in cellular metabolism occurring 
during the progression of breast cancer, altered biosynthesis and catabolism of the amino acid serine may be the most impactful. 
She will extend these early data to studies in animal models. If successful, her work will contribute to understanding metabolic 
rewiring in metastasis which could rapidly be translatable to new clinical approaches to treat breast cancer. 
 

 

2014 Fundraising 

Reiterating TBBCF Treasurer, Stacey Gualtieri’s message from previous years, “we’ve found our niche”.  That is running a one day 
signature walking marathon and raising $300,000 doing it.  TBBCF not only did that again in 2014 but increased the amount 
raised through the walk and the other fundraising activities of our volunteers to $375,155.   
 

 
 
 



Is this a new niche amount?  It can be with the growing strength of our volunteer base and the repeated support of our core 
walkers and fundraisers. Our Events and Promotions supporters raised over $52K. They host wine tastings, hair cutting services, 
discounts, golf tournaments, town-wide breast cancer awareness campaigns to name just a few. 
 
What is most important is that they give of their time and focused energy to support our cause.  And in doing so, they not only 
raise research dollars but spread the word about the Foundation.  Our supporters are our best source of advertising and 
recruiting.  Some come back year after year and this year we welcomed new groups to this elite club. 
 

2014 Financials 

In 2014 the amount raised this increased by $75,000 and our expenses remained constant.   
 
We’ve reviewed the operating expense for the upcoming year and have returned to our old model of being run predominantly by 
a strong volunteer base.  
 

 
 
We have looked to our 10th anniversary year as a time to celebrate our past successes and to raise more money for research. 
Our goal is to bring our total funds raised to an estimated $3,400,000.  
 

 

2014 Sponsorship 

TBBCF’s operating expenses are covered by sponsorships and/or grants.  Sponsorship monies are used to run the Foundation or 
to cover the costs of a fundraising event.  Our success is based on sponsor generosity.  It is what makes that 100% promise 
possible. The Foundation uses many ways to acknowledge company and individual sponsors publicly, including coverage at 
events, press releases, in our newsletters and correspondence, in our annual newspaper ‘Thank You” ad, and extensively at our 
signature fundraising event, the Walk Across Southeastern CT.  Amazingly, the sponsors listed below have sponsored TBBCF for 
the past nine years. Our full sponsorship listing for 2014 can be found on our website 2014 Sponsors.   
 

 
 

http://terribrodeurbreastcancerfoundation.org/thank-you-2013-sponsors/


 

2014 Top Fundraisers 

There are individuals who go above and beyond and give more than 100% in fundraising efforts: they host events, the walk as 
individuals and they establish teams. 
 
We would like to take a moment to acknowledge these very special people. 
 

Top Fundraisers – Events & Promotions over $52K 
 

 

 

Top Individual Walkers 
 

 
 

These five dynamic individuals not only walk great distances to Support TBBCF, they produce dynamic results: Marcie Brensilver, 
$13,211; Shelley Gregory, $10,850; Jeremy Hahn, $7829; Jean Barrasso, $6,3200; and Eric Bauman, $6,252. All in all, these walker 
raised almost $45,000.  What is even more amazing is that they have been walking for many years and always rank at the top of 
our fundraisers list.   

 



Top Teams 
 

 

We also honor and give our thanks to those who use the power of persuasion and engage in a team effort.  
 
Our Top Five Walk Team Fundraisers are: Cancer Crushers – Marianne Esposito, $14,649; Pam’s Pink Posse – Pam Morris Watt, 
$10,445; Zen & Now Wellness Studio - Lisa Bragaw, $9579; Heart Be Strong – Bobbette Clapsadle, $8,465; and SAVA Sole Sisters 
– Donna Yother, $8,086. 
 
All in all, these teams raised over $51,000.  Most of these teams have also been walking for many years and always ranking high 
on the list.  
  



2015 Goals - February 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016 

Terri Brodeur Breast Cancer - Foundation: 2015 Goals - Business Year Nine Celebrating our 10
th

 Anniversary Walk Across SECT 

The purpose of the Terri Brodeur Breast Cancer Foundation (TBBCF) is to raise funds for cutting edge research to eradicate all 
types of breast cancer. Over the past nine years, TBBCF has had the honor of funding 30 promising researchers in cutting-edge 
breast cancer research. Over $3 million has been directed to breast cancer research; and we are making encouraging progress in 
clinics such as Dana Farber Cancer Institute, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center and Smilow Cancer Center at Yale New 
Haven. 
 

Goal #1:  Ensure Sponsorships and Grants cover 2015 Requirements (30%) 

 

Secure sponsor or grant dollars at $80,000 to $90,000 to cover projected 2015 business year 

cash expenses 

 Goal to launch the first stage of the sponsor campaign by end of April to middle of May.  

 Planned sponsorship drive  

 personalized letters to 2014 sponsors (90 mailings) 
 Separate custom  letter to 2006 sponsors  who have not 

sponsored in the past few years (50-100 mailings) 
 Organizing mailing to our chamber listing (Eastern 

Connecticut, Old Saybrook and Westerly) (1200 mailings) 
 Recognize nine year sponsors at 2015 at TBBCF public events 

and on the website 
 

Goal #2:  Promote TBBCF Research Grants Program (15%) 

 

Execute Communications Plan to highlight past and present accomplishments within the 

TBBCF grants administration program 

 Post TBBCF Funded Research Grant Publications list on TBBCF Website 

 Produce local symposium featuring four TBBCF research recipients 

 Plan TBBCF Board and Scientific Advisory Committee member visits with grant recipients 
 Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
 Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
 Smilow Cancer Center at Yale, L+M Cancer Center 
 Massachusetts General Hospital 

 Personalize present and past grant recipients presence on TBBCF website and in the local 
media 

 Provide photos and enhanced research abstracts on website 
 Issue Press releases on 2015 grant awardees, September 

Research Symposium 
 TBBCF BOD and SAC site visits 

 

 



2015 Goals - February 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016 (continued) 

 

Goal #3:  Increase and Engage the Foundation Volunteer Base (25%) 

 
Leverage 10

th
 Anniversary Walk to re-engage past core volunteers, BOD members and recruit 

new volunteers to cover events and office to lessen the workload of year-round core 

volunteers 

 Institute working committees at the BOD level 

 Partner with past core volunteers to lead/volunteer for 10th Anniversary projects such as 
the Research Symposium and lead roles on committees such as Marketing and Events 

 Recruit/Organize office and event volunteers to provide support through October 

 Recruit Walk Team Captains for vacant positions 
 

 

Goal #4: Promote the Walk Across Southeastern Connecticut and Other Fundraising 

(30%) 

 

Increase our walkers in the Walk Across SECT by 20% from 385 in 2014 to 460 in 2015 

 
Increase the total funds raised of  $295,000 in 2014 to $400,000 in 2015 to enable us to fund 
four research grants 
 

Walker Fundraising = $ 300K 
 
General & Fundraising Events= $ 100K 
 

 

 

 


