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On June 3 and 4th, 2015 the Rt. 9 Bike Path parking lot in Martinsburg received an 800 square ft. addition of porous pavers called GeoPave. WV DOH installed the pavers, in partnership with WVCA, EPCD, WV DOH, and the Chesapeake Bay Program. The pavers consist of a geotextile liner that lays underneath just above the subsoil, a 6 inch gravel base that stabilizes the pavers and allows them to withstand the weight of heavy vehicles, and the actual paving units, which are a heavy duty plastic material that hold a 2 inch layer of stone in place through a unique cell pattern. Educational signage (pictured below) has been placed at the site that explains how the pavers infiltrate stormwater and help the Opequon River. Take a look and learn exactly how the pavers work and just how much water they will prevent from carrying pollution into the opequon! 
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Figure 1. The educational sign that is displayed next to the pavers.
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Figure 2. WV DOH hammering the clips in that hold the pavers together
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Figure 3. Many hands make light work!
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Figure 4. The finished product
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Figure 5. The finished product.
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You Are Standing on Porous Pavers! .
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To be porous means to have small spaces or holes through which liquid or air can pass. Porous pavers have pores that allow rain water to pass through them. There are Convert POFfiles to Word or xcel
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many different kinds of porous pavers. The kind that you are standing on right now are called GeoPave. GeoPave units hold stone in place through a unique cell pattern
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and mesh bottom. These porous materials allow rain to percolate through areas that would traditionally block water absorption.

So, how does it work? Benefits of Porous Pavers

When rain water falls on porous pavers, it flows down
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- Reduces flooding and erosion
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- This section of porous pavers is 800 square feet.

GeoPave units hold stone in place - During a L inch rain fall event, over 41.5 gallons of water will percolate through

through a unique cell pattern. these pavers.

. Based on weather data collected between 1981-2010, Martinsburg received an
average of 38.7 inches of rain fall a year.

- That means this little section of porous pavers will infiltrate an average of over
1,608 gallons of water in a year, preventing all of that water from becoming

pavers serves as a base and
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This project was made possible by:
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