
 
People Making a Difference……. 

 Interview with Gretchen Cremann 
 
Gretchen Cremann is the science teacher at Moorefield High School in Hardy County. Last year, 
she was the advisor to the first place West Virginia Envirothon Team, the Moorefield High 
School Gold Team. Not only did she lead the winning team, but she also advised the runner-up, 
the Moorefield High School Blue Team! The West Virginia Envirothon is a conservation 
education program and competition for students in grades 9 through 12. The West Virginia 
Envirothon focuses on five subject areas: aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife, and a current 
environmental topic. By participating in the Envirothon program students learn about West 
Virginia's diverse ecosystem and how they can help conserve and protect it for future 
generations.  Winners are given the opportunity to compete nationally.  It’s with great pride 
that we report that in 2014 six teams within the top ten were from the Chesapeake Bay 
Drainage! 
  
 
1) How did local issues play into your training and presentation for last year’s winners? 

Hardy County is one of West Virginia’s largest agriculture producing counties.  Because of  
the strong agriculture heritage and influence in the community- 8 out of the 10 members 
of the teams (Gold & Blue) were involved in FFA, 4-H, and or a family farming 
operation.  The students’ knowledge and involvement in agriculture allowed us to dig a 
little deeper into the topic of “food desserts” and explore possible answers to this real-life 
issue.  Through local resources: Hardy County Extension Service, Moorefield USDA-NRCS 
offices, the West Virginia Conservation Agency and West Virginia Department of 
Agriculture Moorefield Field Office- students were able to gain a greater understanding of 
the importance of locally grown foods and improving a farming operation. 

 
2) This year’s topic is Urban Forestry- What’s your strategy? 

This year we have had to really think about what “Urban Forestry” entails.  This is a 
different perspective as we live in a forested area and tend to think of forestry in the 
“wild”.  Through the help of local resources, an Arborist who is retired from the Town of 
Moorefield, Bob Clark, Liz Moss- an urban forester from West Virginia Division of 
Forestry and Carla Hardy, Watershed Program Coordinator with West Virginia 
Conservation Agency  - these professionals shared with the students the difference 
between a traditional forest and an urban forestry.  Together we had to learn about a 
tree inventory, the importance of an urban tree management plan and what an arborist 
is and does. 
 

3) Did your prior career in conservation influence your desire to participate and your drive to 
win??   

My career in conservation has influenced my desire to participate and assist eager 
students to do their best, and win.  Thanks to my nine years with the West Virginia 
Conservation Agency and work in the Potomac Drainage and Chesapeake Bay 
Watersheds, I was able to see the “big” picture and explain to the team members the 
importance of the four topics: aquatics, forestry, soils, and wildlife.  The contacts I made 
while working for WVCA have allowed the team members to learn and ask questions 
from professionals that work with these issues on a daily basis. 



 
4) What long term impacts do you think winning both Gold & Blue teams will have on your 

students in their careers? 
The MHS Gold team members graduated from Moorefield High School in May 
2014.  Four of the students are majoring in conservation related fields- Agriculture 
business, goals of Environmental Law, goals of entering DNR- Natural Resource Police 
(Wildlife Management).   
The MHS Blue team members will graduate three members this year- of those, one will 
be pursuing an agriculture degree.  The real life lessons they have learned have helped 
them to be better stewards to their environment. 
 

5) What have you taken away from the Envirothon as a participant and winning advisor to 
implement in your classroom? 

As an advisor, I have been able to implement the key points of the Envirothon 
competition and learning objectives into my 10th grade Biology classes.  When studying 
topics such as “carrying capacity”- I have the ability to relate what I have learned from 
helping the teams to classes.  Due to the success of the Envirothon Teams at Moorefield 
High School, I have been given the opportunity to become certified to teach AP 
Environmental.  This class will allow students to have a better understanding of 
Environmental issues and continue the lessons learned through the Envirothon 
competition.  I did not have the opportunity to be on an Envirothon team in high school. I 
became familiar with the competition while working for WVCA.  When I began teaching 
sciences in 2011 a group of five students accepted the challenge of competing.  This was 
the team that ultimately met their goal of winning the state competition in 2014. 
 

6) Which topic seems to interest your students the most and why? 
Each student finds a topic they enjoy a little more than others.  Team members have 
enjoyed aquatics the most.  When asked why- this test is the most diverse.  The aquatics 
test encompasses water chemistry, watershed delineation, and stream assessment.  The 
diversity of this test provides a greater challenge.  The soils test is another favorite due 
to the hands on portion of being in the soil pit.    

 
 


