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News from the Wildauer Family, serving the Lord in Togo and West Africa

The Reformation and the Ends of the Earth

A seminary professor of mine once began a sermon with the statement “The Reformation didn’t
begin in a house or on a street. It didn’t begin in a random conversation, but instead began in a
classroom where a student was compelled to open and read the Word of God.” The Reformation
began because a man dared to allow the Scripture speak for itself by the Holy Spirit. He heard
the Word and believed the Gospel message of Jesus Christ was for him and should rightly be
proclaimed into the ears and hearts of all people. Thus, the result of the Reformation is not an
academic pursuit nor a momentary flash of enthusiasm, but instead is the recommencement of
mission work in various forms. When our family visited Germany this past spring, | realized the
fruits of the Reformation were not found solely in the writings of Martin Luther. The Gospel of
Christ moved men such as Louis Cranach to portray the Gospel in paintings, wood carvings,
and other art forms. The
purity of the Word inspired
Rev. Paul Gerhardt and
Kantors Johann Walter and
Johann Sebastian Bach to
proclaim justification in
music. The freedom of the
Gospel brought the civil
authorities, the princes, to
bear their necks before the
S emperor rather than deny

~.. Christ. From the Wittenberg
\ pulpit to your home, Christ
continues to be proclaimed
in purity throughout the
World. Salvation unto us has
® come through preachers

~ and missionaries who carry
&g this message to the ends of
the earth.
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So it is that my family finds itself in northern
Togo. This is anywhere but Jerusalem,
Wittenberg, or Milwaukee. Yet the message of
Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the salvation
of mankind has gone before us here. There is
much comfort in knowing this, even as the
phrase “And take they our life, goods, fame,
child and wife” takes on much more
significance. Indeed, “they yet have nothing
won; the Kingdom our remaineth” (TLH 262).

So what has the Gospel inspired among local
believers? There is a student vicar who is also a
painter and artist. He maintains this profession
to support his family, as many pastors are not
paid full-time. Included in this special edition
newsletter are some of his works which are
found on the seminary grounds. Perhaps the
Lord will use his talents to proclaim the Gospel
through art to a culture with varying degrees of education and literacy. Other students have
taken to heart recent conversations regarding the content of music appropriate for worship. The
Director of the seminary challenged the students to consider drafting songs and choruses which
clearly proclaim the message of salvation found only in Jesus Christ. May it be that our heavenly
Father raises up a musician for Lutherans throughout Africa.

So how does one commemorate the
Reformation in Togo? For the first time
ever at the seminary, we had the chance
to project the Luther movie in French

sz emneneseirs. [ Cip) CENTRE LUTHERC
el ancohe aung by vy | DETUDES THEOLOGIQUES
Fortress.” Families were taught well that BP-53 DAPAONG TEL:00228 2770 84 51

the Reformation was a return to the :
Apostolic faith which placed Scripture as E-mall:clettogo@yahoo-fr

the sole source of salvation in Jesus TOGO
Christ. Indeed, the Son has set us free!
To God alone be the glory.

‘Missionary Rev. Micah Wildauer

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:

, ) . To be added to or removed from this
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Mission Central mailing list, or if you prefer to receive
P.O. Box 66861 [OR] 40718 Highway E-16 by posted mail, or if you think
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034 someone else might enjoy receiving
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (or “LCMS”). this newsletter, send an email
Please include “Wildauer—Togo” in the memo line. message to

micah.wildauer@Icmsintl.org

Gifts can also be given securely through the LCMS website using my online with the word ADD or REMOVE in the
giving page at www.lcms.org/wildauer. To give a gift over the phone, please call subject line.
1-888-930-4438.
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