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Let’s Go To Togo!

News from the Wildauer Family, serving the Lord in Togo and West Africa

Around CLET 
It was only a matter of 5 days after our arrival in Dapaong that the Centre Luthérien d’Etudes 
Théologiques (CLET, the seminary where I will be teaching) had an event. Our arrival coincided with the 
return of students for this next academic year. Thus, the opening service for the year included the 
installation of the new professor. 

The day began with the gathering of all of the students, their families, the faculty and staff, as well as a 
handful of pastors and vicars from the area. Rev. David Erber, LCMS area director for West Africa, was 
also present, making his inaugural visit to CLET. The service followed a basic Service of the Word, with 
Rev. Professor Albert Koutia providing the sermon. Rev. Director Kombondjar Souk installed me as a 
professor of the CLET. Since the students come from a variety of countries with various language 
backgrounds, the service was 
entirely in French. The music ranged 
from basic choruses to hymns from 
Liturgies et Cantiques Luthériens, a 
hymnal produced by the Lutheran 
Church Canada). After the service, 
Rev. Erber formally introduced my 
family to those present through a 
translator. Then, each student and 
family was presented. 

Rev. Koutia, the preacher, comes 
from the Republic of Congo. 
Together with Rev. Souk (Togo), Rev. 
Kémandé Tadé (Côte d’Ivoire), Rev. 
Jacob Gaugert (USA), Rev. Gary 
Schulte (soon to come from the US), 
and myself, we comprise a 
formidable international faculty.
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Pray For:
✞ Bodily health to our 
neighboring missionary in 
Ghana, Rev. Dale Kaster, 
who is now Stateside
✞ The continued 
apprehension and 
application of the French 
language in daily life
✞ The well-being of our 
bodies as we adjust to 
new foods and climate, 
amidst our first round of 
sickness
✞ For the congregations in 
Burkina Faso amidst the 
political chaos, and for 
peace and order to return.
Give Thanks For:
✞ The blessing of our 
house and the fellowship 
which accompanied the 
rite
✞ The safe return to 
Dapaong of fellow 
missionary, Miss Valerie 
Stonebreaker
✞ General health thus far

To support our work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to: 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Mission Central
P.O. Box 66861 [OR] 40718 Highway E-16
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA  51034
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (or “LCMS”). 
Please include “Wildauer—Togo” in the memo line.
Gifts can also be given securely through the LCMS website using my online 
giving page at www.lcms.org/wildauer. To give a gift over the phone, please call 
1-888-930-4438.

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, or if you prefer to receive 
by posted mail, or if you think 
someone else might enjoy receiving 
this newsletter, send an email 
message to 
micah.wildauer@lcmsintl.org
with the word ADD or REMOVE in the 
subject line.

The academic 
schedule for 
students is a 
three year 
program at the 
school (Novice, 
Pastoral 1, and 
Pastoral 2) 
followed by a 
vicarage in the 
country of origin. 
For some 
students, based 
on the situation 

back home, this process might take more than 4 years to complete. 
There are 8 different countries who send their students to the CLET 
for studies and pastoral certification. 

This year’s student body counts only 9 students representing two 
countries (Côte d’Ivoire and Republic of Congo). All of these 
students had passed the Novice level last year (or former year) 
and are now in Pastoral 1. Because of budgetary shortfalls known 
only in the last few months, CLET had to turn away around 15 
students who wanted to begin the Novice level studies this 
academic year and priority was given to returning students. This 
financial hurdle is being discussed with leaders of the LCMS in 
hopes of resolving the issue for future academic years. One must 
keep in mind the difficulty of being an international institution while 
working to assist students in attending. There are visa fees, 
transportation, medical needs, housing, board, and the like. Some 
students who attend do not return to their country during their three 
years of studies. Normally, if health or other troubles arise within a 
family, the extended family will assist. But for students who travel 
and are away from family, assistance normally falls upon the CLET. 

While I am certain a godly resolution will be achieved for future 
students, I will certainly keep you posted if there is a way for you or 
for organizations to sponsor a student in the future.

For further updates of our family and life in West Africa, check out 
Robin’s blog at www.wildauersgototogo.blogspot.com
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Feature Food: Maïs 
Many of you might remember being taught that the first Europeans who arrived on North American soil 
were introduced to the wonderful word of corn by the natives. Through the trade routes of centuries past, 
corn (known here as maïs) was introduced to many African countries. It is not the sweet corn of the 
Midwest, but is instead a basic, semi-bland field corn. It is a staple crop for the locals and is now in 
season. Comparable in US prices, we can enjoy a freshly boiled ear for 5 cents. Corn meal, a subsidiary, 
is used in the preparation of many local dishes, including a corn flour paste simply known as pâte.

Around the House 
It has often been said to us that it takes awhile for a missionary to feel settled in to his home and 
surroundings. This is very true! Prior to our arrival, Rev. Jacob Gaugert (who was already in 
Dapaong) did a little ground work in finding adequate housing for us. Sight-unseen, except 
through emailed pictures, we signed for the initial rent of a three bedroom house. 

The first few nights made us wonder when we might be able to stock the pantry a little. The first 
couple weeks focused on cleaning everything top to bottom, while at the same time adding 
basic malaria preventative measures such as quality screens on windows and fans in each 
room. After about two months of being here, we are starting to have a sense of permanency. We 
have our regular meals and each Saturday includes the Notre Dame pregame songs and march. 

On Saturday, September 26, we 
invited the local parish (Alpha & 
Omega Lutheran) and the CLET 
community to our house for a house 
blessing. This is somewhat new to 
them as a Christian Rite, but fully 
embraced given the common 
practices of animism and Islam all 
around. The day began with a Divine 
Service and the blessing of each room 
in the house. Following the service, we 
hosted those gathered with a two 
course meal. Meals with meat are not 
as common as you would think here, 
so this was a treat for those in 
attendance and a blessing for us to 
provide such.

Our Address
Togo: Stateside: 
Centre Luthérien d’Etudes Théologiques   Rev. Micah Wildauer 
    sous: Rev. Micah WILDAUER    118 Pine Crest 
B.P. 53       Bremen, IN 46506 
Dapaong 
TOGO 

With either address, you can insert the name of a family member, but please maintain the 
capitalization of the last name for the Togolese address. Stateside mail will be read to us via 

Skype. For the Togolese address, please send via the USPS. With care packages, do not 
mark an estimated amount or cost of that which is inside. Simply mark “gift” and nothing 

more. If asked for a postal code, Togo does not use them. Letters take 3-4 weeks to arrive.
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What a blessing!
Have you considered having your house blessed? St. Paul reminds us that, 

“Everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the Word of God and prayer.” Your pastor has a 
simple rite which provides a brief meditation and a blessing of each room in your 

house. Your home will be sanctified by the Word and prayer, and where this happens, 
the devil has no place. Instead, Christ dwells there with you.

Missionary Pastor Micah Wildauer 
Theological Educator in Togo on behalf of the LCMS 
   ℅ Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
5327 W. Washington Blvd. 
Milwaukee, WI  53208


