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Cheryle R. Jackson is Vice President, Government Affairs and Corporate Development for AAR 
CORP., a global aviation and aerospace company that employs more than 4,500 people in 20 
countries. Based in Wood Dale, Illinois, AAR supports commercial, government and defense 
customers through two operating segments: Aviation Services and Expeditionary Services. 
Today AAR has revenues of approximately $2 billion and is listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange (ticker: AIR). 

Ms. Jackson is responsible for overseeing AAR’s International, Federal and State Government 
Affairs and the development and implementation of AAR’s Africa strategy. 

Ms. Jackson serves as a director on the boards of Business Council for International 
Understanding (BCIU), a national organization dedicated to facilitating person-to-person 
relationships between business and government leaders worldwide. She also serves on the Board 
of Governors of the Aerospace Industry Association (AIA), the industry’s leading advocacy 
Group. Ms. Jackson also sits on the Board for Chicago Foundation for Women, an organization 
that focuses on issues that affect women’s lives. Also, Ms. Jackson sits on the U.S. Advisory 
Council on Trade in Africa. 

Prior to joining AAR, Ms. Jackson was appointed the first female president and CEO of the 
Chicago Urban League. In that capacity, she led one of the most transformational periods of 
growth at the venerable civil rights organization, shifting its focus from social Services to 
economic development.  

Ms. Jackson also served as communications director for the Governor of Illinois and was the first 
woman and African American in the state’s history to hold that position. Previously, Ms. Jackson 
held senior-level government affairs positions with Amtrak, including vice president for public 
and government affairs and national director of state and local government affairs. She served as 
Amtrak spokesperson in 41 states, often during times of crises, including the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks. In addition, she served in various leadership capacities at National Public Radio (NPR), 



including vice president of communications and brand management and leading the network’s 
national marketing, advertising and public affairs operations. 

Ms. Jackson resides in Chicago in the South Loop. 


