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Mission Statement

Strategic Plan for 2014 Approved

The South Bend Chapter of The
Christ Child Society is a not-for-profit
At the March board meeting, the 2014 Strategic Plan was approved. Listed
organization of volunteers dedicated to
below
are six areas to work on over the next few years.
the personal service and clothing of all
1.
Hire an Administrative Assistant to work as an office employee at the
needy children and infants in the love
Center.
The demands on officers and chairmen make them nearly full time jobs,
and spirit of the Christ Child.
which limits the volunteer base upon which to draw. The hiring of an assistant
was actually voted on and approved in 2008-9, but was never enacted.
COMPLETE
2. Create a network of Parish Coordinators who marshal our cause to
President:
members of each Parish in South Bend. This could expand our membership and
Peg Riggs
spread the word about CCS. The cultivation/retention/continuous recruitment
President Elect:
would occur as an on-going focus.
		
NEED TO FORM A COMMITTEE
Vice President (Fundraising):
3. Make board members more accountable. The organization depends on a
Judy Burmeister
strong board for leadership. Board members who are comfortable in their positions will function better and have a more satisfying volunteer experience.
Vice President (Membership):
IN PROGRESS
Anne Choinacky
4. Attract younger, more-invigorated members and improve the experiVice President (Clothing):
ence
of existing members. In order to strengthen the organization and broaden
Sue Walsh
our
volunteer
pool, CCS could establish a New Member Chair and committee.
Recording Secretary:
Happy,
well-informed
and satisfied members will better serve the community and
Jean Fuehrmeyer
the
organization.
Corresponding Secretary:
NEED TO FORM A COMMITTEE
Marie Burt
5. Invite the members to become more engaged in the organization by
Treasurer:
providing
information and opportunity for them at the semiannual meetings. CCS
Pat Hillebrand
lacks unifying experiences that educate and involve all of the members. This
venture could increase attendance at the semiannual meetings and increase the
level of participation of members who sign up for projects and initiatives.
CALENDAR
IN PROGRESS
6. A client education component should be added. This is most likely a longNov. 5,12,19...............Center Open
range project; we do not have the capacity for much of this now. Helping our
for Clients 8:30 am
clients get out of poverty helps their children. A program for girls may keep them
Nov. 17.....................Board Meeting from becoming future clients. Providing new clothing is wonderful, but is a shortCenter 9:00 am term solution to a long-term situation. This began with the scholarship committee
Nov. 19............ In Memoriam Mass and now needs more study to see if it is a possibility.
St. Patrick’s 12:15 pm
We would like to see current members step up and volunteer to serve on
these committees. Look within your heart, find a cause close to it and let me
Deadline for next newsletter
know where you want to commit your time. This is such a fantastic organization
November 17
that will only continue to grow and develop with your help. Contact Peg Riggs
Ann Korb (277-6443) ack339@aol.com with your input: pegriggs1@yahoo.com or president@christchildsb.org

Executive Board

Happy
Thanksgiving

•
•
•

Updates

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/ChristChildSB
Follow us on Twitter: @ChristChildSB
Check us out online: www.christchildsb.org
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From the President . . . . Peg Riggs

If we do not lay out ourselves in the service of mankind,
whom should we serve? -- Abigail Adams, US first lady
What a wild month! October is such a great month for us. Let’s give thanks
to God that we made it through five Wednesdays and two Sundays, not to
mention the awesome success of Let Love Shine 2014and the annual Fall
Luncheon. I am ready for November and the Center only being open three
Wednesdays.
Speaking of Let Love Shine 2014, a round of applause needs to be sent to
co-chairs Linda Brammer and Denise Collins and everyone on their committee.
The night was a great triumph. Not only were the dinner, the speaker, and the
emcee wonderful, the auction was a hit! While actual profit numbers are not
available yet, it is certain to exceed all expectations.
And a special “thank you” goes out to Marti Moriconi and Marcia Auger for
taking over the Fall Luncheon. Windsor Park Conference Center was set up so
beautifully for us. It was a gorgeous day and a good time for members to gather
and take care of business while eating a tasty lunch.
As of October 22, after being open 11 Wednesdays and three Sundays,
we have served 2671 children at the Center. In November the Center will be
open three Wednesdays; we are taking November 26 off, as it is the day before
Thanksgiving.
Don’t for get to mark your calendars for the Volunteer Potluck Luncheon on
Wednesday, December 10. We will meet in the Bethany Room after we have
finished serving clients, around 11:15. Even if you don’t regularly come to the
Center on Wednesdays, this is a great time to catch up with friends - and to
share that special tasty dish!
The coolest thing about October 2014 is that I was surrounded with such
brilliant women. I was in awe at how Christ Child ladies always come through.
Should it be with their talents, time or money, this group is ready for the task. I
am so proud to be a part of such a great organization. All of you should take a
moment and pat yourselves on the back. Thank you for making this Society so
great!
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Dates to Note

Mark your calendar for
Wednesday, February, 11 for
the Christ Child Day of Prayer and
Reflection at Moreau Seminary.
Fr. Charlie Kohlerman, CSC will
offer reflections to lead us into the
season of Lent.It promises to be a
wonderful day to learn, pray and
socialize together.
Look for the registration form in
the December newsletter (no newsletter in January) or on our website
christchildsb.org For more information, contact Jean Fuehrmeyer
(jfuehrmeyer@gmail.com-8553028) or Joanne Van Avermaete
(jvan29@att.net- 291-3089).

Book Club
The Storyteller
by Jodi Picoult
November 19
Katie Screes (272-1770)

Friday, May 1
the annual
Christ Child
Derby Day luncheon!
Hope to see you there!

President Shares Experience, Impact of National Convention,
Focuses on Enhancing Relationships among Members
In September, I was lucky to be one of the delegates
at the 2014 National Christ Child Convention - Together
In Mission: Share, Support, Serve. What an inspiring
experience. Conventions are a great way to meet ladies
from all over the country who share the same mission.
Our seminars included: Strategic Planning; Board
Orientation; Using Social Media to get Your Story Told;
Program Evaluations; Grant Writing; Focus on the “FUN” in
Fundraising; Membership; and Program Panel discussions
and Communication Skills for Women Leaders. Sounds
fun, right? It really was! The speakers were fabulous and
wanted to share their knowledge. Rather than go over each
one, I want to share the one that had the most impact on
me.
During the Membership Panel discussion, there were
representatives from four chapters talking about how to
foster and keep the friendships we make within Christ
Child. Barbara Forby from Texas, Capital Area, spoke
of events they have involving different groups that get
together to sew and knit, even providing instruction for
beginners. Katherine Norton Warren from the DC Chapter

listed 12 different Guides that focus on programs
ranging from layettes to tutoring to support of at risk
families. But the one rep that caught my eye was Rita
Rochford from Akron.
Rita’s presentation was called “Life is about
Relationships.” Simply said, it is more fun and productive to
work with friends. The social groups in Akron include:
 Gourmet - where couples (spouses or friends)
meet quarterly at members’ home to have dinner
 20 Club - specifically for members who have been
in CC for 20 years or more
 Friday Feature - an email blast about current
events
 Membership Recognition at a May Salad Supper
 Mentor - for new members to have a direct link to
chapter
I would love to see more social events within our
Chapter. If you are interested in forming a committee to get
any of these ideas off the ground or you have a suggestion
you would like to see, please let me know and I will get you
together with like-minded members.
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Scholarship Highlights

The Christ Child Scholarship for
2014 was awarded to Yessica Gonzoles
Torres, a sophomore student in school
of Social Sciences at IUSB.
Yessica was an outstanding scholarship candidate with a history of community service to both the young and the
elderly. During her interview last spring
she expressed an interest in helping
others and despite a busy schedule she
volunteers as a child advocate at CASA.
At the time of the interview she was employed at La Casa de Amistad and is now
working part time as an adult coaching
specialist at The Homeless Shelter. At
the Center Yessica coaches 30 adults
whom she offers encouragement and
help finding community resources; she
also works weekends at Southfield Village with older adults in an assisted
living facility.
On her personal statement for the
scholarship Yessica expressed, “My
motivation for working hard to achieve all
my goals is my daughter. I sometimes feel
guilty that I am doing so much but I know
that it is for her good. I hope to serve her
as a role model so that she also works
hard to achieve all her goals.”
The Christ Child Scholarship enabled
Ms Torres to take three classes this fall at
IUSB where she was recently accepted
in the social work program.
The first Christ Child Scholarship
recipient Sarah Wilder is now a Christ
Child member, employed in the South
Bend mayor’s office and will complete
a second degree in December from IU
East Richmond, IN. Her future plans
include graduate school with hopes of a
college teaching career. Jana Humpherys graduated last May from IUSB and
is now working for the State of Indiana
Family Social Services. Janine Jamison
will complete an associates degree in
health services at Ivy Tech in May.

Deadline for next newsletter
October 20
Ann Korb (277-6443)

ack339@aol.com

3

Gifts and Memorials

The beautiful Gold Christ Child Remembrance Card is a convenient way to send donations in any amount to the Christ Child Society, as an In Memoriam or in recognition of
a special occasion or accomplishment. A donation can be made in memory of deceased
friend or relatives who will also be remembered in a perpetual monthly Mass. The card
also makes it possible to celebrate happy occasions such as birthdays and anniversaries
in the same way. When requesting a Remembrance Card, members are asked to print
legibly since the names will be printed in each newsletter with the donor’s name in parentheses. Extra cards are available in the office or from Joan Hardig (277-7787)

In Memoriam:
Anna Bladecki (Val Harlozinski)
Nancy Barrett (Kathy/John Seidl, Ann
Riley, Deb/Mike Low, Judy Kuzmich)
Vivian Benjamin (Jerry/Betty Vascil)
Kenneth Brothers (Karen/Darrell Barrett)

Michael Chatel (Bob/Toni Kowalski)
Father Leonard Chrobot (Loretta/Randy
Chrobot)
Ralph Collins (Mary Tice)
Marilyn DeSimone (Kay/Frank Catanzarite)
Dorothy Doms (Carol/Don Nash)
Joe Gehl (Pat Short, Louise Anella)
Joanne Gotsch (Ed/Joan Hardig)
Denise Hagerty (Ruth Walters, Margaret Elkins, Mike Nolan, Ave Maria
Press, Inc., Mary Jane Chase, Tom/
Marlene Nowak, Shaina/Peter Miller,
John/Bonnie Martell, Donna/John
Freidline, Sacred Heart Parish Presbytery, Norm/Mary Peters, Pamela Johnson, Bonnie/Harry Shaffer,
Ron/Cindy Joers, Kathy/John Seidl,
Joe/Marie Burt, Charlene/Tony Hutti,
The Burke Family, Richard/Dona
Bujeker, Cindy/Timm Barnbrook,
Adrianna Lebbin, Lucy Ostrowski ,
Karey Welde)
Estelle Hatkevich (Margaret Hosinski)

In Memoriam
Husband
Darrell Zellers
Barbara Havens (Bob/Toni Kowalski)
Arlene Johnson (Bob/Toni Kowalski)
Eugene Killeen (Margaret Hosinski)

Frank Linner Sr. (Kay/Frank Catanzarite)

Edna Meykel (Dennis/Nancy Kielton)
Paul Muszik (Mary Tice)
Joan (Joni) Niedbalski (Joan Biltz)
Marilyn Sarantos (Tee/Cal Milller)
Robert O. Sikyta (Marlene/Otto Martinec)
Zane/Jane Trinkley (Dr/Mrs John B.
Toepp)
Margaret Walters (Dottie/Ron Wallace,
Sonny/Dee Tepe)
Irene Wiskotoni (Kathy Jaroszewski)
Special Occasion:
Betty Gadacz – Quick recovery (Mary
Jo Miller)
Paul Gorkski – Illness (Sandra Gorski)
Leon McNair- Improved health (Toni/
Bob Kowalski)
Nancy Wieger – Good Health (Tee/Cal
Miller)
Eugene Wenzel – Speedy recovery
(Loretta/Randy Chrobot)

Christ Child Society Guardian Angels

A special membership category was established in 1998. A one time
$1000 enrollment fee for deceased members or spouses, benefiting the
Christ Child Society Endowment Fund, will insure the
Society’s ability to continue the future good works.
The Guardian Angels are honored with their names
appearing on a plaque in the Christ Child Society office. The family of the deceased will receive an enrollment certificate. Each angel will be remembered
monthly and each year at our annual Mass. A special
page in our directory will list our angels annually.
Current members and spouses may pre-enroll in
the program. These “angels in waiting” will be kept on a
special list and officially enrolled upon their deaths.
Please refer any questions to Sheila Emge (277-6421).
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jewelry

Jerrry, girls
nat’l pres,
girls

claire, John
Bob, crowd
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Let Your Love Shine!

Peg

centerpiece

The music was playing as the guests entered the room. It was a blast
from the past! The lyrics said it all: “There’s a reason … for the warm
sweet nights, and there’s a reason … for the candle lights….. Just let
your love flow, like a mountain stream and let your love grow, with the
smallest of dreams and let your love show, and you’ll know what I mean,
it’s the season!”
With its upbeat tempo the stage was set for another evening of
caring and sharing! The fourth annual Let Love Shine dinner and auction
was off to a great start. All the months of planning and preparation
was on display for the generous guests who filled the grand ballroom
at the Morris Inn on Notre Dame Avenue. After a lively cocktail hour,
guests were seated in the ballroom softly lit by crystal chandeliers and
decorated with topiaries in silvery pots and ribbons.
They were then greeted by the one and only Bob Nagle. He stood
before the crowd looking impressive in his tuxedo. He asked the crowd if
they knew why he was dressed that way and proceeded to tell them that
it made him feel better about himself. He then said that’s what the Christ
Child Society does for the children who come for clothing assistance
at the Center. They feel better about themselves when they are able
to wear NEW clothing. He said Christ Child not only gives clothing to
children, they give them self esteem!
President Peg Riggs warmly greeted the guests, thanked the event’s
benefactors and then introduced one of our honored guests, NCCS
President Anne Kelley, who delivered a beautiful invocation. A lovely
meal was enjoyed by all and was then followed by an entertaining
program. Deb Low introduced our honoree, Our Sunday Visitor Institute,
as the recipient of the 2014 Heart of a Child Award for their consistent
and generous financial support of the programs of our chapter. The
award was accepted by Jerry Kearns, executive director of OSV.
Following the award, the guest speaker for the evening took the
stage. Katie Parks is a CCS member from the Detroit chapter and an
inspirational speaker. She delivered a message to the guests about hope
and gratitude, while images of the children we serve were shown on the
large screens in the room. It was a heartfelt moment.
This was followed by the serious fundraising effort in Bids for Kids
and the Live Auction. The crowd, much smaller than last year’s sold-out
crowd, rose to the occasion, and raised their paddle numbers over and
over! By the end of the evening as the music again rose to fill the room,
the guests gathered their auction items. As they left our hope is that their
hearts are filled with satisfaction that what they did that night in their
generous financial support will truly make a difference in the lives of the
children in this community!
There are so many individuals and businesses to thank: the
underwriters of the event, the donors of silent auction items, donors
of live auction items, the donors of services (Joseph of Derby
Photography), event committee members, the volunteers, high school
volunteers, the CCS President and staff, the event attendees, the
honored guests who traveled to attend …… to each and every one,
thank you for being a part of this most successful event! God bless you!
Linda Brammer & Denise Collins, Co-chairs, Let Love Shine 2014
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ordering

a note of gratitude

“We just couldn’t have done it without you!!” Truer
words where never spoken. The members of CCS are
generous beyond words. For months the women who
volunteer at the Center have been bringing in donations in
items or cash. We wish to thank them for their generosity.
We are grateful, too, to the many volunteers who
agreed to do the many tasks involved in organizing an
event such as Let Love Shine 2014. Some tasks were
small, others were HUGE. Either way, these women and
men stepped up to the plate to help. We’d like to gratefully
acknowledge them here:
Marcia Auger, Beth Barrett, Mary Barrett, Kristy Botich,
Pat Corcoran, Colleen DeJarnatt, Jean Dennen, Sheila
Emge, John Gregg, Pat Hillebrand, Marge Hosinski, Sharon James, Jane Kanouse, Judy Kuzmich, Donna Kyle.
Also, Deb Low, Frank Moriconi. Marti Moriconi, Mary
Lou Mullen, Rolande Parent, Diane Quinn, Linda Rakow,
Peg Riggs, Kathy Roberts, Sue Seall, Kathy Seidl, Norma
Villanucci, Cathy Waszak, Kathleen Welsh and Jan
Williams.

people

shirts
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Let Your Love Shine!
colored jacket

bidding

two wowmen

trish , family
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