
The updated requirements break the 20 

hours of continuing education into 2 com-

ponents, each with subcategories. 

 Core Requirements: 

 - Minimum 6 hours of disability 

education 

 - Minimum 2 hours of receiving 

lessons or coaching OR attending a 

clinic relevant to EACH certifica-

tion held 

 Additional Continuing Education 

Activities include: 

 - Formally organized educational 

events 

 - Individual professional activities 

 - Professional conferences/meetings  

 - Academic or outcomes-based 

EAAT research  

 - Educational webinars and videos  

 - Receiving lessons and/or evalua-

tion for skill mastery 

 - Providing or receiving coaching 

(as defined in the guidelines) 

 - Volunteering for PATH Intl., Spe-

cial Olympics, Paralympics 

 

In alignment with PATH Intl. Strategic 

Plan objectives of quality assurance 

and excellence in credentialing, we 

have revised the continuing education 

requirements for annual instructor com-

pliance.  By adopting continuing edu-

cation requirements parallel to those of 

comparable professional therapeutic 

certifications, we ensure that PATH 

Intl. credentials are respected and val-

ued, placing PATH Intl. certified pro-

fessionals at the forefront of the EAAT 

industry.   

The revisions effective January 1, 

2016, focus on knowledge of disabili-

ties and instruction techniques. Active 

participation in disability education 

events, peer-to-peer coaching, instruc-

tional evaluation and self-reflection, 

and applicable continuing education 

hours will foster the professional devel-

opment of PATH Intl. Certified Profes-

sionals on many levels. 

Until January 1, 2016, PATH Intl. in-

structors may choose to submit either 

the 2014 compliance form OR the 2015 

compliance form.  Please note that you 

will be required to meet the compliance 

requirements exactly as they are stated 

on the compliance form you submit. 

Effective January 1, 2016  

CEU Guidelines on the PATH Intl.  Website  

Guidelines for what types of activities are accepted for each component of continuing 

education and the corresponding subcategories can be located at: 

http://www.pathintl.org/resources-education/education/continuing-education 

Instructor Compliance 
Continuing Education 

Requirements 

 20 total hours must be 

submitted 

 A minimum of 6 hours 

of disability education  

must be submitted 

 A minimum of 2 hours 

of lessons, coaching or 

clinics relevant to EACH 

certification held must 

be submitted 

 Membership dues paid 

 Current First Aid and 

Adult & Child CPR    

certifications 

(documentation of 

these may be requested 

at the discretion of 

PATH Intl.) 

 

PATH Intl. Continuing 

Education Update 

Inside this update: 

Core Requirements 2 

Disability Education 2 

Certification Relevant 

Hours 

2 

Additional Continuing 

Education Activities 

3 

2015 Instructor     

Compliance Form 

4 

September 15, 2015  

http://www.pathintl.org/resources-education/education/continuing-education


Disability education (DE) is   

defined as educational activities 
that provide the student with 

greater understanding of the 
physical, social, cognitive and 

behavioral impacts experienced 

by individuals with disabilities, 
mental health disorders or  

emotional trauma.  The education 
received should help the      

instructor understand how to 

communicate with and more 
effectively instruct a wide range 

of EAAT participants in order to 
increase the efficacy of the 

learning environment.  

The objective of acceptable DE activities must be to provide 

the student with greater awareness and knowledge of how to 

thoughtfully interact with and instruct individuals with disa-

bilities, mental health disorders or emotional trauma.  Activi-

ties may include conferences, meetings, symposiums, educa-

tional clinics, eLearning courses and webinars. 

 Examples of appropriate topics are, but not limited to: 

 - Composition and origin of disorders and disabilities  

 - How components of disorders and disabilities interact 

  and manifest  

 - Biomechanical considerations when working with  

  individuals with physical disabilities  

 - Teaching techniques for Special Education Providers 

 - Occupational therapy, physical therapy or speech  

  language pathology  

 - Mental health disorders and conditions 

 - Working with veterans  

 - Conscientious instruction for individuals with  

  impairments 

 - People first language 

Master, Advanced and Registered Riding Instructors   

– Receive 2 hours of riding lessons OR mounted or unmounted coaching 

OR  

– Attend a clinic with an emphasis on instruction/teaching techniques 
 

Driving Instructors  

– Receive 2 hours of driving lessons OR coaching (put to or ground driving) 

OR  

– Attend a clinic with an emphasis on instruction/teaching techniques 
 

Interactive Vaulting Instructors  

– Receive 2 hours of vaulting lessons OR mounted or unmounted coaching 

OR  

– Attend a clinic with an emphasis on instruction/teaching techniques 
 

Equine Specialist in Mental Health and Learning (ESMHL)  

– Receive 2 hours of unmounted lessons on ground work skills and/or horse  

 behavior 

OR  

– Attend a clinic with an emphasis on instruction/teaching techniques 
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Disability 

Education (DE)  
Minimum of  6hours  

Did You Know? 

Several of the 

conference sessions at 

the PATH Intl. 

Regional and Annual 

conferences satisfy the 

disability education 

component. Please 

refer to your 

conference program to 

learn which sessions 

apply to the disability 

education component. 

Certification 

Relevant Hours 

(CE)  
Mi ni mu m of  2hours  for  

EACH cert i f i cat ion held  

This  component of continuing 

education is designed to encour-

age continued self-reflection of 

instructional skills and horseman-

ship.  

Did You Know? 

Coaching is defined as 

participating in hands-

on exercises to 

strengthen areas of 

focus pertaining to the 

EAAT industry to 

increase professional 

competence.  A coach 

must be a compliant 

PATH Intl. Certified 

Professional with 5+ 

years involvement in 

the EAAT industry. 

Continuing Education Core Requirements 



Continuing education (CE) activities submitted to fulfill 

the minimum of 20 hours should involve active participa-

tion and/or reflect pursuit of professional development.   

 

Relevant activities include, but are not limited to:  

 

Formally organized educational events  

- Equine welfare, management, behavior or skill clinics 

- Attending or auditing PATH Intl. workshops 

- PATH Intl. Annual Conference Horse Expo 

- Higher Education courses that provide a greater under-

standing of persons with disabilities (socially, cogni-

tively, behaviorally, etc.) and human behavior 

- College level anatomy, physiology and biomechanics 

courses  

 

Individual professional activities   

- Writing and submitting papers, articles or materials for 

publication (includes PATH Intl. materials) 

- Presenting on topics or research related to EAAT at pro-

fessional conferences, symposiums, clinics and panel 

discussions 

- Instructing PATH Intl. workshops (NOTE for Evaluators: 

each workshop may only be counted ONCE for  

 EITHER your instructor compliance OR your evalua-

tor compliance) 

- Retaking PATH Intl. Online Courses/Exams 

Professional conferences  

- Attending conferences, symposiums and panel presenta-

tions with the objective of gaining knowledge pertain-

ing to the EAAT industry 

 

Providing or receiving coaching (max of 4 hours 

in addition to core requirements)  

- Participating in hands-on exercises to strengthen areas of 

focus pertaining to the EAAT industry to increase pro-

fessional competence  

- Coach must be a compliant PATH Intl. Certified Profes-

sional with 5+ years involvement in the EAAT indus-

try. 

- Student must be a compliant PATH Intl. Certified Profes-

sional with fewer years of experience than the coach 

- Includes instructor candidate mentoring ONLY for Men-

tors who have completed the PATH Intl. Mentor 

Training course 
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Did You Know? 

In addition to on-site workshops and 

online exams, PATH Intl. offers additional 

opportunities to earn continuing education 

hours. 

 Recordings of many of the 2014 

PATH Intl. Conference sessions are 

available for purchase.  If you missed 

the conference in San Diego, you can 

still experience the fantastic 

presentations on numerous topics!  

Visit the website at: http://

www.pathintl.org/path-intl-

conferences/2014-conference-videos. 

 Check out our webinar schedule at 

http://www.pathintl.org/resources-

education/webinars to learn what’s 

coming up.  If you are interested in a 

webinar that has already taken place, 

replays of many of the webinars can 

still be purchased via the online store. 

Additional Continuing Education Activities 

Educational webinars and videos  

- PATH Intl. 2014 Annual Conference online videos  

- PATH Intl. Educational Webinars  

- Webinars offered by professional equine and/or    

disability-related associations and clinicians 

 

Academic or Outcomes based EAAT  

research  

- Participation in and development or analysis of re-

search pertaining to the EAAT field (name of re-

search institution must be provided). 

 

Receiving lessons and/or evaluation for 

skill mastery (max of 4 hours)  

- Receiving lessons from a qualified instructor or pro-

fessional to strengthen a specific riding/driving/

vaulting/instruction/ground work skill  

- Teaching evaluation by a PATH Intl. Certified Pro-

fessional with 5+ years therapeutic instruction 

experience 

Volunteering for PATH Intl.  

- Horseshow judging for a PATH Intl. Member Center, 

the Special Olympics or Paralympics  

- Attending a PATH Intl. Member Center volunteer 

training  

http://www.pathintl.org/path-intl-conferences/2014-conference-videos
http://www.pathintl.org/path-intl-conferences/2014-conference-videos
http://www.pathintl.org/path-intl-conferences/2014-conference-videos
http://www.pathintl.org/resources-education/webinars
http://www.pathintl.org/resources-education/webinars



