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Concrete: A Roman Invention, But A Greek Gift!

Members of Titan Group and Corona Ready Mix visited the construction site of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox National Shrine in December.

Dear and Beloved Friends of the Saint 
Nicholas National Shrine,

Happy New year!
2016 is to be happy, blessed, and fortu-

nate year indeed, as the bulk of construc-
tion is taking place in this critical year. The 
cold months are upon us, yet the work at 
Ground Zero continues unabated. For con-
struction news, the interstitial space where 
all the mechanical trades are being installed 
is now complete. The first floor concrete is 
scheduled to be poured during January, and 
the news surrounding the concrete for the 
Shrine is exciting and deeply gratifying.

What’s New?

The Companies, Titan Group and 
Corona Ready Mix are donating all 
the concrete for the new Saint Nicho-
las Greek Orthodox National Shrine. 
This is a tremendous offering from 
the families of Corona Ready Mix 
and Titan Group. On December 21, 
2015, Co-owners Paul Melis and John 
Vasilantonakis of Corona Ready Mix 
and Titan Group CEO Dimitri Pap-
alexopoulos and CEO Titan America 
Bill Zarkalis toured the site with their 
families.
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Make your donation by credit card, check, or wire transfer, visit: StNicholasWTC.org/donate
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As of January 11, 2015, donations are:

A Thought about the Shrine….

Last month we finished the year with 
the encouragement to “count the cost” 
for our sacred endeavor of rebuilding 
Saint Nicholas as a National Shrine of 
our Holy Archdiocese. As we commence 
2016, I share this ancient maxim from 
the poet and rhapsode Hesiod, who lived 
in the 8th century BCE, (the same era as 
Homer). He was a farmer from Boeotia 
(just north of Attica), the region where 
the Muses are first mentioned in history.

Hesiod stresses a very practical con-
cern – to finish what you start. If you 

pass by 130 Liberty Street, you will see 
a site that appears, “rough hewn,” if you 
will. And so it shall appear for some time 
to come, even as the walls begin to rise. 
Nevertheless, we are called to ‘perfect that 
which His right hand has planted’(Psalm 
80:15).  Indeed, Hesiod inspires us with 
his farmer’s wisdom, for we are planting 
a precious and luxuriant tree of life; per-
haps a sapling now, but destined to bear 
abundant fruit, even an hundredfold, -- 
ἑκατονταπλασίων,´as the Lord said (Luke 
8:8). We are called to nurture and finish 

this remarkable opportunity to be a living 
and loving Greek Orthodox Christian 
presence at this epicenter of 21st century 
history.

May the Lord give us the strength to 
make it so! May we all be blessed with a 
happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year.

Sincerely,

Father Alexander Karloutsos

When asked by the press why he was doing this, John Vasilantonakis said: “[we] 
are thankful for the good blessings we were given as a family, and the opportunity to 
give back to the community and pass down our traditions to the next generation is the 
greatest legacy anyone can have.”

Titan Group CEO Dimitri Papalexopoulos revealed that Aris Papadopopulos, past 
CEO of Titan America, was at Ground Zero on September 11, 2001. He noted, “His 
survival was a miracle. He had a 9:00 AM appointment with the Port Authority on the 
85th floor…but a colleague told him ‘let’s get a cup of coffee. OK to be five minutes late.”

CEO Titan America Bill Zarkalis added, “This is a remarkable day for us. We are very 
proud to participate in the rebuilding on St. Nicholas. Titan is an international company 
and wherever we conduct business we want to be members of the community.”

(thanks to the National Herald for these quotes from its 12/16/15 – 01-01-16 edition)

μηδὲ δόμον ποιῶν ἀνεπίξεστον καταλείπειν…
When you are building a house, do not leave it rough hewn…

–Hesiod– Works and Days, lines 746-747
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Father Alex Karloutsos and Jerry Dimitriou speak 
about the project to Titan and Corona visitors.


