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The next few years (2015 and 2016) are critical for the implementation of the 

Affordable Care Act. After numerous delays, many small-businesses are 

scrambling to figure out how the law impacts them — but the answers to their 

questions are buried in thousands of pages of complicated regulations. This 

seminar will help bring clarity to the often confusing ACA provisions impacting 

small businesses.  It will also identify innovative strategies small businesses can 

employ to provide health insurance coverage to their workforce.  

 

Session 1- ACA: What Small Businesses Need to Know Now! 

     Janemarie Mulvey, Ph.D.  

 

While the law provides tax breaks and new insurance marketplaces that are intended to benefit small 

businesses, there also are increased administrative burdens, including new Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 

reporting requirements and insurance coverage mandates, coupled with potential penalties for some 

companies that fail to offer adequate or affordable health insurance coverage. This session will inform small 

business owners and their advisors about the various aspects of the new health care reform law impacting 

small businesses.  The session will also discuss the implications of the Republican majority in Congress and 

recent Supreme Court rulings on ACA going forward. 

 

Session 2- To Insure or Not Insure?  

        Janemarie Mulvey, Ph.D.  

       Heather Elliott 

 

Business owners are looking for innovative ways to purchase health coverage for themselves and their 

employees. In doing this, they must find ways to comply with or circumvent ACA coverage and insurance 

requirements.  This session will explore options and markets available for small business owners as well as the 

offerings currently available in the individual market should the employees be better served there.  There are 

instances where employees lose eligibility for premium subsidy and could have more benefits for less cost in 

the individual market.  The session will discuss ways to determine where your employee population fits and 

what is available to best fit your needs. 

Session 3- Leveraging Exchanges 

         Heather Elliott 

 

ACA created public exchanges.  So in turn, the private market developed their own exchanges but how do 

small businesses make sense of it all?  This session will shed light on both public and private exchanges and 

their role in the marketplace.  Technology plays a vital role in the delivery systems and enrollment of these 

marketplace offerings.  This session will discuss options and show examples of what is available so that you 

can make informed decisions for your business. 



 

 About the Presenters: 

Janemarie Mulvey, PhD 

Janemarie Mulvey, is an economist and award-winning author with over 25 years of 

experience in the analysis of health, long-term care, and tax issues. Recently serving as 

a senior health economist at the Congressional Research Service when the Affordable 

Care Act was enacted and later implemented, Dr. Mulvey advised Congress on key 

issues of the law, as well as nuances and complexities relating to implementation. She 

also served as Chief Economist for the Small Business Administration’s Office of 

Advocacy.  She recently authored a small business guide entitled: Health Reform: What 

Small Businesses Need to Know Now!   

Heather Elliott  

Benefits Risk Advisor, Peel and Holland 

 

Heather joined Peel & Holland in 2009 after serving as an independent agent representing Aflac in Western 

Kentucky. She is licensed in property, casualty, life, and health, and is pursuing the Certified Insurance 

Counselor designation. Heather, who has served as president of NAIFA West KY, currently serves on multiple 

committees in the Mayfield Rotary Club, including Program, Youth, and Scholarship. She has recently been 

nominated to serve on the Board of Directors of the Mayfield Graves County Chamber of Commerce. Heather 

focuses on offering solutions to reduce risk and increase profitability for business clients. Her area of 

expertise is in the employee benefits market with a focus on voluntary benefits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration.  All opinions, conclusions or 

recommendations expressed are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of SBA.  Reasonable 

accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made if requested at least two weeks in advance.  Contact: Chris Wooldridge 

at (270) 809-2856 or 926 N. 16th Street, Suite 105 Murray, KY 42071. 

September 18, 2015     -    10:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

 

MSU-Paducah Regional Campus (4430 Sunset Avenue, Paducah, KY) 

 

Sign-in begins at 10:30 AM. The first session begins at 11:00 AM. 

The lunch presentation will be “Economic Outlook for Kentucky” presented by MSU Economics 

faculty.  

Cost: $25 – (includes lunch, refreshments, session materials, and a copy of the small business 

guide entitled: Health Reform: What Small Businesses Need to Know Now!   

 

To register: https://aca-smallbusiness.eventbrite.com 

 

Seating is limited. 


