
	  

	  

	  
Methods of Buying and Selling Hay 

By	  John	  McGregor,	  MFGA	  Extension	  Support	  

 
If you talk to five different people about buying or selling hay you will likely get five 
different units used in the transactions ($/bale, $/ton, $/tonne, $/pound, $/acre). This 
ambiguity is the source of some confusion and it is time to sort it out. Producers need to 
be very careful when they are discussing a hay transaction to ensure that both parties 
are in agreement about how the hay will be measured. The two most common ways hay 
is measured in transactions is by the bale and by the ton. However, hay is sometimes 
sold by the tonne or pound and standing hay may be traded on a dollars per acre basis. 
 
By The Bale 
If hay from two sources is $70/bale or $50/bale which is the better deal? 
There are a lot of factors that need to be discussed in order to provide an answer to this 
question. Bales are not a uniform or standard form of measurement. Often, hay is sold 
by the bale because the math is easy - count the number of bales, and multiply by the 
agreed upon price. In reality, if the $50 bale weighs 1,000 pounds, the hay costs  
$0.05/lb, much more than if the $70 bale weighs 1,500 pounds. It is very common for 
people to overestimate the weight of their bales. In these cases, the purchaser may not 
be getting all the hay that he paid for. 
 
By Weight 
By weight is becoming the more common way to purchase hay. There is some 
ambiguity in this method, as well. Even though Canada officially converted to the metric 
system in the 1970s, it is still common for hay to be traded by the ton. However, some 
hay is sold by the tonne. These two measurements often sound the same when spoken, 
but their meaning is not synonymous. A ton is equal to 2,000 pounds; a tonne is equal 
to 1,000 kilograms, which in turn converts to 2,204.6 pounds. If you think that you are 
purchasing 200 tonnes of hay but only 200 tons are delivered, you may be about 30 
bales short (1,400 lb bales). It is important to clarify these measurements before the 
deal is done. 
 
One way to reduce the confusion is to trade hay by the pound (i.e. $0.03 cents/lb). 
This method is becoming more and more popular. Purchasing hay by the pound 
ensures all parties are certain of the units. Producers that are more comfortable with 
other forms of measurement (ton, tonne, etc.) can easily do a conversion while 
maintaining a continuity of units.  
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For example, if hay is advertised at $0.03/lb, an interested buyer who purchases hay by 
the ton simply multiplies that number by the number of pounds in a ton.  
            $0.03/pound x 2,000 pounds = $60/ton 
The conversion to tonne is also straightforward. 
            $0.03/pound x 2204.6 pounds = $66.14/tonne 
 
Selling hay by weight also allows producers to be paid for every pound of hay that they 
sell. If they have a scale at home, they can weigh the bales before they leave the yard, 
or they can have each truck weighed after it is loaded. 
 
By The Acre 
Although it is much more limited, there is some standing hay sold in the province. Often 
this hay is sold by weight ($/ton, $/pound, etc.), similar to baled hay. However, the 
landlord may not be concerned with the hay yield but more concerned with how much 
money that parcel of land is making him in comparison with similar crop land. Usually, 
establishment costs are determined on a per acre basis, making it easy for him to add a 
profit margin to his costs and sell his hay by the acre. In this case, the landlord is paid 
the same amount in good years as in poor. Producers purchasing hay in this manner 
must estimate the yield per acre to determine if the deal will be economical. 
 
There will be a lot of hay traded this year. Dryer than normal conditions have limited 
pasture growth and hay fields are yielding less than expected. If you are a producer who 
is going to buy hay, make sure that you know the units that you are trading in so that 
you get what you pay for.  

Adapted from Saskatchewan Agriculture factsheet 

	  


