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MBP attends Winter Fair

Manitoba Beef Producers enjoyed a terrific week at the Royal Mani-
toba Winter Fair in Brandon. The MBP booth was located in the Thru 
The Farmgate area and included fun events for kids like colouring and 
roping stations as well as information for consumers and producers. 
The stars of our exhibit were Adele and Rumor, a cow-calf pair from 
Up the Creek Cattle Co. The fair was a great opportunity to visit with 
the public and continue to promote beef and the Manitoba cattle 
industry. Thank you to all who stopped by our booth and to Up the 
Creek Cattle Co. for bringing Adele and Rumor to Brandon. 

https://twitter.com/ManitobaBeef
https://www.facebook.com/manitobabeef.producers.7
http://mbbeef.ca
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MBP submits questionnaire 
to political parties
With voters heading to the polls on 
April 19, Manitoba Beef Producers 
has submitted a questionnaire to 
the province’s four main political 
parties to get their views on issues 
of importance to members. 
The questionnaire, which was for-
warded to the Progressive Conser-
vatives, NDP, Liberals and Green 
Party in late March, touches on a 
variety of topics including water 
management, herd protection and 
Crown land  management. 
“Beef production is one of Mani-
toba’s leading industries and plays 
a critical role in the province’s 
economic vitality. The industry’s 
demand-creation power of $635 
million annually means not only 
rural communities continue to 

survive but also that major urban 
centres receive the extensive eco-
nomic derivatives of our industry’s 
wealth creation,” MBP President 
Heinz Reimer said in a letter ac-
companying the questionnaire. 
“Manitoba’s beef industry has 
faced some significant challenges 
in recent years due to weath-
er-related events such as excess 
moisture conditions, flooding and 
drought. This has led to reduced 
herd sizes in some of the hardest 
hit areas of the province. Produc-
ers have also faced trade-related 
challenges like mandatory Country 
of Origin Labeling.
“Despite these challenges, MBP 
believes there are tremendous op-
portunities to grow the province’s 

beef herd if the business, regulato-
ry and infrastructure conditions are 
right.”
The results of the questionnaire 
will be posted on MBP’s website, 
E-Newsletter and social media 
channels.
“Manitoba’s beef producers look 
forward to learning more about 
your party’s positions on issues and 
opportunities affecting Manitoba’s 
beef industry. MBP believes the 
impact of public policy decisions on 
this important industry should also 
matter to all members of the Legis-
lature,” Reimer noted in the letter.
The full letter and questionnaire 
can be seen in this week’s E-News-
letter. It will also be posted on 
mbbeef.ca

http://mbbeef.ca
http://mbbeef.ca


 

April 1, 2016 
 
Green Party of Manitoba 
P.O. Box 26023 
R.P.O. Maryland 
Winnipeg, MB R3G 3R3 
info@greenparty.mb.ca 
 
Re: Manitoba Beef Producers’ 2016 Provincial Election Party Questionnaire 
 
Manitoba Beef Producers (MBP) is writing to respectfully request your party’s position on policy and 
regulatory matters affecting Manitoba’s beef industry. A questionnaire is included.  
 
MBP is a non-profit organization with a producer-elected board consisting of 14 directors representing 
cattle producers in a specific region or district. MBP represents approximately 7,000 individual cattle 
producers involved in various aspects of the industry, including the cow-calf, backgrounding and 
finishing sectors. This is the single largest livestock sector in Manitoba in terms of the number of 
individual producers involved. 
 
By way of background, Statistics Canada reports there were 1,122,100 beef cattle on Manitoba farms 
in mid-2015. Of these 76.4% were on cow-calf operations, 17.6% on feeder/stocker operations and 
6.0% on feeding operations. Manitoba is home to Canada’s third largest beef cow herd, with 
approximately 12% of the national herd. Production is widespread throughout the province, reaching 
as far north as The Pas.  
 
Beef production is one of Manitoba’s leading industries and plays a critical role in the province’s 
economic vitality. The industry’s demand-creation power of $635 million annually means not only rural 
communities continue to survive but also that major urban centres receive the extensive economic 
derivatives of our industry’s wealth creation.  
 
Manitoba’s beef industry has faced some significant challenges in recent years due to weather-related 
events such as excess moisture conditions, flooding and drought. This has led to reduced herd sizes in 
some of the hardest hit areas of the province. Producers have also faced trade-related challenges like 
mandatory Country of Origin Labeling.  
 
Despite these challenges, MBP believes there are tremendous opportunities to grow the province’s 
beef herd if the business, regulatory and infrastructure conditions are right. To that end MBP is posing 
a series of questions to each of the provincial parties to ascertain your respective positions on matters 
of importance to Manitoba’s beef producers. MBP believes movement on these policy areas will help 
drive investment into Manitoba and ensure the economic health of one of our province’s most 
important sectors. 
 
 

 

 
 
Results of this questionnaire will be shared with MBP’s membership in advance of the election via our 
bi-weekly newsletter, our social media channels and on our website www.mbbeef.ca. 
 
The deadline to submit the completed questionnaire is 1 p.m., Tuesday, April 12. Please submit your 
comments to mcousins@mbbeef.ca . 
 
Manitoba’s beef producers look forward to learning more about your party’s positions on issues and 
opportunities affecting Manitoba’s beef industry. MBP believes the impact of public policy decisions 
on this important industry should also matter to all members of the Legislature. Thank you in advance 
for your participation in this questionnaire. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Heinz Reimer 
President 
Manitoba Beef Producers 
 
 
 
Enclosure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Manitoba Beef Producers’ Political Party Questionnaire 
 

The following questions are posed based on a scenario whereby your party has formed government 
following the April 19, 2016 provincial election. Please indicate how your party would act in each of 
these policy areas from the perspective of the governing party.  
 
Water Management 
 

1. Will you complete the Lake Manitoba and Lake St. Martin Outlet Channels Project? If so, what is 
your deadline for seeing these needed works completed?   
 

2. Will you provide producer and stakeholder representation on any boards, committees or similar 
entities that oversee the operation of flood protection works so local knowledge is gleaned, e.g. 
outlet channels, Portage Diversion, Shellmouth Dam, etc.? 
 

3. Are you committed to implementing the recommendations of the Assiniboine River and Lake 
Manitoba Basins Flood Mitigation Study? If so, how will the recommendations be priorized for 
action?  
 

4. What other investments in water management infrastructure will you make to reduce the risks 
caused by too much or too little water and to build resiliency?  Which lakes and watersheds will be 
included in your government’s infrastructure investment plans? 
 

5. Will you support the continued work of the Assiniboine River Basin Initiative and similar 
collaborative efforts with other jurisdictions to address water management issues and concerns? 

 
Crown Land Management 

 
1. Do you support the principle of “informed consent” before the public accesses Crown Land, that 

being that agricultural producers should be notified before the public intends to enter Crown lands 
being used by producers? 
 

2. Will your government work to reduce red tape to expedite the process for producers who wish to 
purchase the Crown land they currently lease? 
 

Animal Health 
 

1. Will you ensure there are sufficient staff and monetary resources in departments such as Manitoba 
Conservation and Water Stewardship and Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Development to 
conduct needed disease surveillance activities, wildlife population counts and enforcement 
activities with the aim of reducing the threat of diseases being transferred from wildlife to 
livestock, e.g. bovine tuberculosis (TB)? 
 
 



 

2. Will you provide support to research initiatives aimed at eradicating bovine TB and achieving a 
state whereby surveillance of live cattle in the Riding Mountain Eradication Area (RMEA) will end 
with a shift instead to slaughter surveillance?  
 

3. Will you provide funding for risk mitigation activities such as feed storage fences, feeding area 
fences, guardian dogs and traceability, along with the data collection and analysis required to 
monitor and maintain bovine TB freedom in the RMEA? 
 

4. Recognizing the importance of producers having access to veterinary services, are you in favour of 
the continuation of the Veterinary Service District (VSD) program or do you wish to explore a 
different model?  
 

Herd Protection Initiatives 
 

1. Will you support the continuation of the Livestock Predation Protection Working Group? The 
LPPWG is a multi-stakeholder group co-chaired by MBP and Manitoba Conservation and Water 
Stewardship whose aim is to find more effective strategies and tools to deal with the threat of 
predation to livestock. 
 

2. Would you provide support for a pilot project around predation challenges that would include 
components such as: on-farm mitigation strategies, financial assistance/compensation, and 
problem predator management strategies?  
 

3. Do you support compensating producers for 100% of predation losses? If so, when would you 
implement this policy? 
 

4. Will you commit to consult with MBP and other stakeholders on whether changes may be needed 
to the trapping season regulations to help reduce the threat of predation?  
 

5. Describe those areas of rural Manitoba in which your government would deem hunting at night 
with lights to be an acceptable and safe hunting practice. 
 

 
Growing Forward 3/Business Risk Management (BRM) Initiatives 

 
1. What are your top three priorities under Growing Forward 3 that could provide benefits to the beef 

sector, e.g. investments in research and innovation, BRM programs, etc.?  
 

2. Will you work with MBP to ensure that BRM tools, as well as disaster assistance and recovery 
programs are modernized to meet the current needs of beef producers? 
 
 
 
 



 

3. Will you ensure beef producers have access to future iterations of BRM programs that place them 
on a level playing field with other commodities? 
 

4. Do you support the continuation of the Western Livestock Price Insurance Program once the pilot 
stage for this initiative is completed? 
 

5. Do you support the continuation of the Verified Beef Production Program and the Environmental 
Farm Plan, as well as their associated beneficial management programs? 
 

6. As recommended in the Agriculture Risk Management in Manitoba Task Force Report, do you 
support providing predictable compensation for producer’s losses in designated areas due to 
mitigation measures? 
 

Future of Community Pastures 
 

1. There is currently a three-year pilot project underway that has seen the Association of Manitoba 
Community Pastures take over the operation of the community pastures. Will you engage in 
thorough consultations with MBP and the larger Manitoba beef industry before any final decision is 
made as to which organization(s) will be managing any or all elements of the community pasture 
system when the pilot project is completed? 

 
Provision of Public Goods 
 

1. Do you support compensating producers for the costs they incur in the provision of public goods, 
like ecosystem services, which benefit the province and society as a whole? 
 

2. Will you work with MBP to help ensure that public good programs are designed in cooperation with 
the industry and delivered by producers? 
 

Environmental Policies and Initiatives 
 

1. Do you commit to ensuring that all environmental and other legislation, regulations and policies are 
based on strong, peer-reviewed science and that you will consult with agricultural groups and 
producers as new policies and legislation are being developed? 
 

2. Do you commit to ensuring Manitoba’s beef producers have equitable access to funding for 
environmental initiatives? 
 

3. Will you commit to working with MBP to ensure producers retain control for the delivery of 
environmental stewardship programs? 



The Canadian Beef Industry Award 
for Outstanding Research and In-
novation is presented by the Beef 
Cattle Research Council (BCRC) 
each year to recognize a researcher 
or scientist whose work has con-
tributed to advancements in the 
competitiveness and sustainability 
of the Canadian beef industry.

Nominations are welcome from all 
stakeholders of the Canadian beef 
industry and will be reviewed by a 
selection committee comprised of 
beef producers, industry experts 
and retired beef-related research-
ers located across the country.

To be eligible, nominees must be 
Canadian citizens or landed immi-
grants actively involved in research 
of benefit to the Canadian beef 
industry within the past 5 years. 

Nominate an outstanding 
researcher by May 1

Benefit to the industry must be ev-
ident in a strong research program 
aligned with industry priorities, a 
demonstrated passion and long-
term commitment through leader-
ship, teamwork, and mentorship, 
involvement in ongoing education 
and training (where applicable), 
and active engagement with indus-
try stakeholders.

Nominations for the 2016 award 
will be accepted until May 1, 2016.

The recipient of the inaugural 2015 
award was beef cattle nutrition 
and management expert Dr. John 
McKinnon. Remaining 2015 nomi-
nations and new 2016 submissions 
will be equally considered for the 
2016 award. It will be presented at 
the Canadian Beef Industry Confer-
ence in August.

Learn more and find the nomina-
tion form at http://www.beefre-
search.ca/about/award.cfm

http://www.beefresearch.ca/about/award.cfm
http://www.beefresearch.ca/about/award.cfm
http://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/award-nomination-deadline-may-1-2016/


CERTIFIED CONVENTIONAL CM440 GRAZING CORN  
Early maturing, leafier for increased grazing yield.                        

Small stalks increase palatability and increase utilization rate.  

Low cost per grazing day. No planter required.  

Swath or standing grazing cattle, sheep, bison as well as                               
for wildlife food plots.  

Call 1-877-262-4046 or Email info@canamaize.com  

CanaMaize Seed Inc.                  
Box 144, Minto, MB  R0K1M0                 
Toll Free: 1-877-262-4046                 
Fax: (204) 776-2250                       
Email: info@canamaize.com  

As someone receiving this newsletter, you’re almost guaranteed to be what we call a ‘Canadian beef industry 
stakeholder’, meaning you:

    • own or manage beef cattle,
    • conduct research on beef, cattle or forages,

    • are a large animal veterinarian,
    • own or work for an abattoir/beef processor,

    • are a government employee in a beef-related role,
    • work or volunteer for an organization that actively supports the beef industry, or
    • have another valuable role that supports and relies on Canadian beef production.

You hold a stake in the beef industry, so the Beef Cattle Research Council (BCRC) and the Beef Value Chain 
Roundtable (BVCRT) rely on your input on research issues.

Please consider answering our 15-20 minute questionnaire by May 31st.
Your feedback will inform the next five-year National Beef Research Strategy and impact the long term compet-

itiveness of the Canadian beef industry.

Have 15 minutes? BCRC wants you to 
make an impact on the future of research

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VWKQNT2


You can’t tell by looking...

But you can tell with Green Gold

Manitoba

Association

You might have a strong hunch but you really can’t tell the RFV just 
by looking at an alfalfa crop. That’s why you should sign up with the 
Manitoba Forage & Grassland Association’s Green Gold program. 
As this year’s alfalfa crop is maturing, Green Gold collects twice-
weekly samples from fields throughout eastern, central and western/
interlake Manitoba and sends them into Central Testing Laboratories 
to pinpoint the best day for your first alfalfa cut. MFGA will then 
share our results with you via direct email and on the MFGA Green 
Gold web page.

To sign up, email John McGregor, MFGA 
Green Gold Coordinator, john@mfga.net.
We are seeking volunteers for the Green Gold 
program by clipping samples from your field. 
Contact John if you are able to participate.


