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HOUSE PASSES FISHERIES REFORM BILL WITH JONES' PROVISIONS 
Jones Authored Core Provisions to Improve Flexibility and Transparency 

Tuesday night, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 1335 - the Strengthening Fishing 

Communities and Increasing Flexibility in Fisheries Management Act.  The bill would 

reauthorize and reform the Magnuson-Stevens Act, which is the law governing fisheries 

management in federal waters throughout the United States.  H.R. 1335 passed the House by a 

vote of 225 to 152.  The bill now goes to the Senate for further consideration.  

 

"Eastern North Carolina fishermen deserve the reforms this bill would provide," said 

Congressman Jones.  "Fishermen have unnecessarily sacrificed for years because of flaws in the 

existing law.  If we can get more flexibility in rebuilding fisheries, and more transparency and 

accountability in management, everybody wins.  Fishing stocks get recovered, and the jobs and 

economic activity associated with fishing can be restored."   

    

Congressman Jones is the author of two of H.R. 1335's core provisions to improve flexibility and 

transparency in fisheries management.  On flexibility, the bill included language Congressman 

Jones originally introduced in 2007 as H.R. 4087 - the Flexibility in Rebuilding American 

Fisheries Act.  That language would amend the Magnuson-Stevens Act to allow the 10-year time 

period for rebuilding fisheries to be extended under certain common-sense circumstances.  In 

allowing such flexibility, the bill would provide for timely restoration of healthy fisheries while 

also ensuring that fishermen are not put out of business because of the rigid timelines currently in 

the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 

 

On transparency, the bill included language from legislation Congressman Jones 

originally  introduced in 2011 as H.R. 2753 - the Fishery Management Transparency and 

Accountability Act.  That language would bring sunlight to the proceedings of federal fisheries 

managers by requiring federal Regional Fishery Management Councils to broadcast their 

meetings live over the Internet.  It would also require transcripts and video/audio recordings of 

council and Science and Statistical Committee (SSC) meetings to be made freely available to the 

public. Congressman Jones was alerted to the need for this language after hearing from 

fishermen who wanted to follow the councils' proceedings but could not do so due to the time 

and expense involved with attending in person.  

   

H.R. 1335 also includes language to rein in catch share programs on the Atlantic 

Coast.  Congressman Jones has championed this issue for many years through successful efforts 

to strip federal funding for new catch share programs, which destroy fishing jobs and 

communities.  The bill includes language that would require a majority of permit holders in a 
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fishery to vote for a new program before it could be imposed by the National Marine Fisheries 

Service.  Fishermen in the Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic regions do not currently have that 

right. 

 

For additional information, please contact Maria Jeffrey in Congressman Jones' office at (202) 

225-3415 or at maria.jeffrey@mail.house.gov. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT AND PUBLIC HEARING ON SOUTHERN FLOUNDER: 

  
The Marine Fisheries Commission will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 17th from 

1:00pm till 5:00pm at the Riverfront Convention Center in New Bern to hear comments 

concerning proposals to restrict Southern Flounder fishing. Mark your calendars! 

    

JERRY'S LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

The Senate is working on their version of the budget, so there isn't a lot of activity as far as 

committee meetings are concerned. I got to Raleigh on Sunday and was there until Thursday, but 

most of that work was private meetings with legislators and staff, mostly to make sure nothing is 

in the budget that is harmful to commercial fishing. Even with the best vigilance, you don't know 

what's in it until it's released as the budget meetings are not open to the public. 

 

There are a few positive notes that I'd like to make: 

 

The first involves Congressman Walter Jones with the passage in the House of the Magnuson-

Stevens reauthorization. Walter authored several positive provisions and we sincerely appreciate 

the work he has done on the bill. It now goes to the Senate where its future is uncertain. Also, 

President Obama has threatened to veto the bill if it makes it to his desk, so there's a long way to 

go. In addition to Walter, we need to recognize the efforts of Josh Bowlen in his Washington 

office that has helped immensely on this issue, and many others over the years. 

 

Kudos also to Senator Thom Tillis with his help on the labor issues facing our crab processors. 

As noted last week, he came to Pamlico County and met with several processors so he could 

learn more about that segment of the fishing industry, which enables him to speak with authority 

on our issues. This week, his staff followed up with several phone calls to me and others in the 

industry to keep us updated on the progress. It appears that a solution is within reach, and we 

sincerely appreciate Senator Tillis and staff for all their work to help. 

 

One other positive note came this week in Raleigh during some comments by legislators over a 

fisheries bill sponsored by Senator Bill Cook. Senator Cook appeared before a House committee 

to explain his bill and he answered a question posed by committee member, Representative Brian 

Brown of Greenville. Senator Cook answered his question, and Brian responded that 2 years ago 

he was a primary sponsor of a gamefish bill and within a very short time he received an 

associate's degree in commercial fishing. (Referring to all of the controversy surrounding the bill, 

and the efforts many of us made to educate him about commercial fishing.) He then said we need 

to do all we can to highlight the importance of commercial fishing in our state and its economic 

impact to eastern North Carolina. 
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All of these positive notes are a testament to the passion and consistent messages by our 

organizations and individual fishermen and their families. all the while doing so in a mature, 

respectful manner. It's also a testament to men like Thom, Walter and Brian, that they can take 

criticism at times and don't take it personally, but dig in their heels to listen to citizens about their 

concerns, even if not in their districts. It's a blessing to be able to disagree at times without being 

disagreeable. The fact that all 3 of these men are men of faith helps all of us. 

 

May we all prayerfully ask God's guidance on all of us as we debate issues that affect 

commercial fishing families. 

  
 

 

 

TRADEWINDS  
The June/July Issue of Tradewinds has been printed and is on its way to your mailbox, fish 

houses and businesses. Members who haven't been receiving a copy at your home, please contact 

Lauren.   

 

EMERGENCY BLUELINE TILEFISH MEASURES EFFECTIVE JUNE 4 
Today, NOAA Fisheries announces emergency management measures for the blueline tilefish 

fishery in the Greater Atlantic Region at the recommendation of the Mid-Atlantic Fishery 

Management Council. The purpose of this emergency action is to limit fishing mortality on 

unregulated blueline tilefish. 

 

The measures, which go into effect Thursday, June 4 for vessels fishing north of the 

Virginia/North Carolina border, are: 

 Commercial possession limit of 300 pounds whole weight per trip;  

 Recreational limit of 7 fish per person, per trip; 

 Requirement that commercial and charter/party vessels must hold a valid open access 

golden tilefish permits to land blueline tilefish. 

This temporary rule will be in place for 6 months, and may be extended for an additional 6 

months, while the Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic Councils develop a long-term management 

plan for the stock. 

 

Read the background on the rule, the permit holder letter,and the emergency rule as filed in the 

Federal Register. 

 

We are accepting comments on this rule through Monday, July 6, online at the Federal 

eRulemaking Portal beginning tomorrow, or via regular mail to NMFS, Greater Atlantic 

Regional Fisheries Office, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930. Mark the outside of 

the envelope "Comments on Blueline Tilefish Emergency." 

 



Vessels fishing for or possessing blueline tilefish south of the Virginia/North Carolina border 

must follow regulations in place for the Southeast Region.  

 

Questions? Contact Jennifer Goebel, Regional Office, at 978-281-9175 

or Jennifer.Goebel@noaa.gov. 

   

JUNE 7 COMMERCIAL CLOSURE FOR BLACKNOSE SHARKS AND NON-

BLACKNOSE SMALL COASTAL SHARKS IN THE ATLANTIC REGION 
Commercial shark dealer reports received by May 29, 2015, indicate that landings for 

commercial Atlantic blacknose sharks have exceeded 80 percent of the available 

quota.  Specifically, dealer reports indicate that 16.3 mt dw or 93 percent of the available 

Atlantic blacknose shark quota has been landed and 86.1 mt dw or 49 percent of the available 

Atlantic non-blacknose SCS quota has been landed.  Because the quota for blacknose sharks is 

linked to the quota for non-blacknose SCS, as required by the regulations at 50 CFR 

635.28(b)(2), the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is closing the commercial fisheries 

for both blacknose sharks and non-blacknose SCS in the Atlantic region as of 11:30 p.m. local 

time June 7, 2015.  From the effective date and time of the closure until and if NMFS announces 

via a notice in the Federal Register that additional quota is available and the season is reopened, 

these species groups will remain closed, even across fishing years.  The only shark species or 

management groups that remain open in the Atlantic region are research large coastal sharks, 

sandbar sharks within the shark research fishery, blue shark, and pelagic sharks other than 

porbeagle or blue shark management groups.  On July 1, 2015, in the Atlantic region, the 

aggregated large coastal and hammerhead shark management groups will open. For more 

information see the news release.    

   

MANAGEMENT MEASURES WILL SOON CHANGE FOR SNAPPER-GROUPER 

SPECIES AND GRAY TRIGGERFISH  
The final rule for Amendment 29 to the Fishery Management Plan for the Snapper-Grouper 

Fishery of the South Atlantic Region published on June 1, 2015 (80 FR 30947). Regulations will 

be effective on July 1, 2015.  For a list of these changes, see the news release.   

 

 

MEETINGS: 
If you are aware of ANY meetings that should be of interest to commercial fishing that is not on 

this list, please contact us so we can include it here.     

 

June 8 at 2 p.m.- NCFA Board Meeting, NC Estuarium, 223 E Water St., Washington 

  
June 8-12 - SAFMC Meeting, DoubleTree Grand Key Resort, 3990 S Roosevelt Blvd, Key 

West, FL 

  
June 9-11 - MAFMC Meeting, Hilton Virginia Beach Oceanfront, 3001 Atlantic Ave, Virginia 

Beach, VA 

 

June 3 at 1 p.m. - SAFMC Science and Statistical Committee Meeting Via Webinar (Blueline 

Tilefish)  
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June 15 at 6 p.m. - Oyster and Hard Clam FMP Advisory Committee Meeting, DENR Regional 

Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington 

 

June 17; 1:00pm - 5:00pm - MFC public hearing on Southern Flounder supplement; Riverfront 

Convention Center, New Bern, NC 

 

June 18 at 6 p.m. - MFC Sea Turtle Advisory Committee Meeting 

 

PROCLAMATIONS: 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 


