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JERRY'S LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
At the Marine Fisheries Committee meeting at the Brownstone in Raleigh the week before last, an 
attorney for DENR Secretary van der Vaart read a letter that suggested they remove any action on 

southern flounder from their agenda. The secretary wrote the letter after receiving one from the 
General Assembly, signed by 13 legislators about the concerns they had over the process. After 

consultation with their attorney, MFC Chairman, Sammy Corbett removed southern flounder from 

their agenda as an action item for Friday morning. Just prior to these events, Representative Bob 
Steinberg was introduced to the commission by Louis Daniel, as Rep. Steinberg was recently 

appointed as the legislative appointee to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

(ASMFC) by Governor McCrory. Mr. Steinberg mentioned to the MFC the concern that several 
legislators had over the possibility that they may take action to ban gear using the supplement 

process. 
  

After Rep. Steinberg finished his remarks, the commission recessed for lunch. He was met with 

some very angry and "animated" individuals that didn't care for what he had to say. If that scene 
would have taken place in the Legislative Building with the heated words and gesturing, they 

would have been escorted out by the General Assembly Police. In this case, it took MFC Chairman 
Sammy Corbett to bring order. 

  

I've been involved in these "debates" for 28 years. I have never seen the atmosphere quite like this. 
I've been involved with the legislative process when 20 years ago the General Assembly put in 

statute how fisheries would be regulated. When the MFC appears to be poised to violate that 

process, some members of the General Assembly fire a warning shot that what they're doing is not 
what the legislature intended. It doesn't help the mood of the legislators when they learn, with 

documentation, that some members of the MFC are violating the open meetings laws. As one 
legislator noted in a committee meeting, "It appears we have a rogue commission". Indeed, it does. 

  

Violating open meetings Laws are serious! As I noted in my public comments at the MFC meeting, 
it erodes the very credibility of the MFC. Fishermen are expected to obey the law, even if they 

disagree with it. Likewise, those who do the regulating should be held to an even higher standard! 
Yet, some of them flagrantly violated open meetings laws even after being warned by the 

commission's attorney! 

  
WRAL is doing a documentary on this fish business. They were provided with the memo from the 

commission's attorney about the open meetings law violations. It will be real interesting to see how 

that issue is treated in their final product when it airs. 
  



The commission get its authority from the General Assembly. There are rules to follow. It's really 

not smart to ignore the intent of the very body that gives you that authority. 
  

And for those who flagrantly violated the open meetings laws? They should be dismissed 
immediately from the MFC for ethics violations, regardless of whether they are commercial, 

recreational, at-large or scientific appointees. 

 

MAFMC TO HOLD SCOPING HEARINGS FOR ACTION ON UNMANAGED FORAGE 

SPECIES 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council has scheduled a series of scoping hearings to 
gather public input for a proposed action to protect unmanaged forage species. The proposed action 

would consider a prohibition on the development of new, or expansion of existing, directed 
fisheries on unmanaged forage species in the Mid-Atlantic until adequate scientific information is 

available to promote ecosystem sustainability. Eight hearings will be held between Sept. 15 and 

Oct. 1 in locations throughout the Mid-Atlantic region. Written comments may also be submitted 
through Oct. 2, 2015.  For more information see the news release.  

 

MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION MEETING SUMMARY 
The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission postponed action on proposals for Southern Flounder 

management that had been scheduled for the commission's business meeting. During the meeting, 
the board received a letter from N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary 

Donald van der Vaart. Van der Vaart's letter referenced and enclosed a letter he received from 

multiple members of the N.C. General Assembly asking him to temporarily rescind the 
commission's authority to adopt a supplement to the state's Southern Flounder Fishery Management 

Plan. Van der Vaart stated in his letter that he shared some of the legislators' concerns and 
reemphasized his sole focus of achieving responsible management of southern flounder while 

protecting the rights of all those who rely on the fishery. After reviewing both letters and noting the 

various concerns, Marine Fisheries Commission Chairman Sammy Corbett removed the issue from 
the agenda. 

Once these concerns are addressed, the commission plans to hold a meeting in September to 

address the Southern Flounder issue. Details of the meeting date, time and location will be 
announced later. 

 
In other business, the commission: 

 Voted to post draft information updates for the Interjurisdictional and Kingfish fishery 

management plans on the N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries' website for public review. 
 Approved a five-year fishery management plan schedule. 

Prior to the meeting, van der Vaart administered the oath of office to new commission members 
Janet Rose and Keith Rhodes. Rose, of Moyock, fills a commercial fisherman seat and Rhodes, a 

Wilmington chef, fills an at-large seat.  

 

http://www.mafmc.org/newsfeed/2015/forage-scoping-hearings
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/southern-flounder-current-topic.


 
  

MFC ACCEPTS COMMENTS ON KINGFISH AND INTERJURISDICTIONAL FMP 

UPDATES 
The proposed updates can be found on the N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries' website 

at: http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/fmps-under-development.  An information update is a 

procedural method for reviewing a fishery management plan that refreshes the plan document with 
the most current statistics, trends and research available, but does not propose any regulatory or 

other management changes. The division and commission are soliciting review of the information 
updates by the public to ensure the latest factual and background data have been included.  Written 

comments will be accepted until 5 p.m. Sept. 28. 

 
Comments on the Information Update to the Kingfish Fishery Management Plan should be 

addressed to Beth Egbert, N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, P.O. Box 1965, Manteo, N.C. 27954, 

or sent by email to Beth.Egbert@ncdenr.gov.  
 

Comments on the Information Update to the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Management Plan should 
be addressed to Michelle Duval, N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, P.O. Box 769, Morehead City, 

N.C. 28557 or sent by email to Michelle.Duval@ncdenr.gov.  

 
The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission is scheduled to give final approval to the information 

updates at its November business meeting.   
 

 

 

mailto:Beth.Egbert@ncdenr.gov
mailto:Michelle.Duval@ncdenr.gov


MAFMC ISSUES REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR COOPERATIVE RESEARCH 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is accepting proposals to manage a short-term 
(2015-2017) cooperative research program focusing on Mid-Atlantic fisheries. The Council intends 

to invest approximately $500,000 in research projects that will address specific research questions 
related to the managed fisheries in the Mid-Atlantic. The council will consider a broad range of 

projects, and preference will be given to projects that have an on-the-water component. The council 

seeks to partner with an organization that would be contracted to manage this effort. See 
the Request for Proposals below for complete details and proposal submission instructions. 

 

NMFS ELIMINATES "DID NOT FISH" REPORT, SIMPLIFIES BASELINES 
NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service has removed a reporting requirement and ended some 

restrictions based on vessel baseline characteristics.  See the bulletin for more information.   
 

LATEST SAFMC UPDATE AVAILABLE  
 

NMFS ANNOUNCES FINAL RULE FOR ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA QUOTAS  
 

REMINDER: NEW COAST GUARD SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL 

FISHING VESSELS  
 

REGULATION AND RULE CHANGES: 
-South Atlantic Gag and Wreckfish Catch Limits Change Effective Sept. 11 

-Atlantic Mackerel Slippage Consequences Measures Effective Sept. 11 
-USCG Mandatory Dockside Inspections Required Effective Oct. 15 

 

DEADLINES: 
Aug. 31 at 5 p.m. - Snapper-Grouper Regulatory Amendment 36 Comments 

Sept. 1 - SAFMC Snapper-Grouper Draft Vision Blueprint Comments 
Sept. 4 - Cape Fear River Restoration Scoping Document Comments 

Sept. 10 - NMFS Updated Draft Acoustic Guidelines Comments 

Sept. 14 - NMFS Generic Amendment to Snapper-Grouper, Golden Crab and Dolphin-Wahoo 
FMPs Comments 

Sept. 17 - 2016 Commercial Atlantic Shark Season Comments 
Sept. 21 at 5 p.m. - 2016-2018 Atlantic Herring Research Set Aside Applications  

Sept. 25 - MAFMC Cooperative Research Proposals 

Sept. 28 at 5 p.m. - MFC Kingfish and Interjusdiction FMP Update Comments 
Oct. 2 - MFC Proposed Rules Comments 

Oct. 2 - MAFMC Unmanaged Forage Species Scoping Comments 

MEETINGS: 
If you are aware of ANY meetings that should be of interest to commercial fishing that is not on 
this list, please contact us so we can include it here.     

  
Sept. 9 at 6 p.m. - MFC Rules Public Hearing, DMF Central District Office, 5285 Hwy 70 W, 

Morehead City 

 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6/t/55dd2574e4b0bddc4adba77a/1440556404475/MAFMC-CooperativeResearchRFP_8-25-15.pdf
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/nr/2015/August/dnf-baseline_bulletin.pdf
http://safmc.net/sites/default/files/newsletter/pdf/2015Summer_SAUpdate.pdf?utm_source=Summer+2015+Newsletter&utm_campaign=SAFMC+Summer+2015+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/08/28/2015-21147/atlantic-highly-migratory-species-atlantic-bluefin-tuna-quotas
http://files.ctctcdn.com/c7f107ae301/29fe125c-932a-485f-9cb3-bdd1e977438a.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/c7f107ae301/29fe125c-932a-485f-9cb3-bdd1e977438a.pdf
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/fishery_bulletins/documents/pdfs/2015/fb15-058_sa_sg_reg22_fr.pdf
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/nr/2015/August/15smbfw9phl.pdf
http://www.safmc.net/meetings/public-hearing-and-scoping-meeting-schedule?utm_source=Reminder%3A+Public+Comment+Spawning+SMZs&utm_campaign=Reminder%3A+Public+Hearings+Continue&utm_medium=email
http://www.safmc.net/resource-library/council-visioning-project
http://darrp.noaa.gov/hazardous-waste/kerr-mcgee-chemical-corp/scoping-document
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mediacenter/2015/07/30_07_pr_draft_acoustic_guide.html
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/s_atl/2014/am_dolphin_allocation/index.html?utm_source=Copy+of+FB15-052+-+NOA+for+Generic+AM+Amendment&utm_campaign=FB%3A+NOA+for+Generic+AM+Amendment&utm_medium=email
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/s_atl/2014/am_dolphin_allocation/index.html?utm_source=Copy+of+FB15-052+-+NOA+for+Generic+AM+Amendment&utm_campaign=FB%3A+NOA+for+Generic+AM+Amendment&utm_medium=email
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/news/news_list/2015/8/081715_2015_proposed_shk_specs.htm
http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/coopresearch/pdfs/NOAA-NMFS-NEFSC-2016-2004537-FFO-Report_published.pdf
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/mfc-proposed-rules-links
http://www.mafmc.org/newsfeed/2015/forage-scoping-hearings


Sept. 9-10 - Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Advisory Panel Meeting, Sheraton Silver Spring 

Hotel, 8777 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD and via webinar 
 

Sept. 14 at 2 p.m. - NCFA Board of Directors Meeting, Washington Civic Center, 110 Gladden 
St., Washington 

 

Sept. 14 at 6 p.m - Oyster and Hard Clam Fishery Management Plan Advisory Committee 
Meeting, DENR Regional Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington 

 

Sept. 15 at 6:30 p.m. - MAFMC Scoping Hearing for Unmanaged Forage Species,  
DENR Regional Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington 

 
Sept. 17 at 6 p.m. - MFC Sea Turtle Advisory Committee Meeting,  

DENR Regional Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington 

 

PROCLAMATIONS:  
GILL NETS - ALBEMARLE SOUND AREA- MANAGEMENT UNIT A  

 
RULE SUSPENSION - GILL NET RESTRICTIONS: INTERNAL COASTAL WATERS 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/news/news_list/2015/8/080515_2015_fall_ap_meeting.html
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/proclamation-m-13-2015
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/proclamation-m-14-2015

