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NOTE: Since this update is already very lengthy, we will send out a supplement to this
tomorrow. In it, we will include information on:




The Sneads Ferry Open House by Camp Lejeune about the K-2 Range on New
River. Jerry attended and will give an update;
Fundraising efforts for Ginger Shackelford, daughter of Britton and Audra
Shackelford, who is fighting cancer.
Calendar of events & meetings coming up.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING recap:
Congratulations to Sonny Davis & Glen Skinner of Carteret County and Joey Daniels of Dare
County, as the newest members of the Board of Directors!!
The following were elected as officers of the Board:
Chairman: Brent Fulcher
Vice Chairman: Glen Skinner
Treasurer: Leslie Daniels
President & Corporate Secretary: Jerry Schill
After a lengthy discussion on southern flounder, including comments from attorney Steve
Weeks, the following motion was approved by the membership:
To pursue administrative, legal and legislative options;
To create a southern flounder fund for the purpose of challenging the NC Marine Fisheries
Commission’s decision on southern flounder in November 2015 and expose the illegal actions
of the commission.
The motion requires that NCFA staff exhaust all efforts to resolve the problems associated with the
illegal decision made by the North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission regarding southern
flounder. To that end, NCFA will establish a “Southern Flounder Fund” that will be set aside to
pay for costs associated with this effort. Those costs may be legal, public relations or
communications Contributions to this fund will not be used for administrative costs. More details
will be included in a press release in a few days.

NCFA’s membership also agreed to:
* Assure that the current definition of a commercial fisherman remains as is;
* Reaffirm its opposition to catch shares or individual quotas.

SOUTHERN SHRIMP ALLIANCE & SHRIMP IMPORTS:
John Williams, Executive Director of SSA presented an overview of the history of SSA and their
efforts and successes in curbing the importation of shrimp being “dumped” into US markets.
The Southern Shrimp Alliance (SSA) is an organization of shrimp fishermen, shrimp processors, and
other members of the domestic industry in the eight warmwater shrimp producing states of
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Texas.
Founded in 2002, the SSA works to ensure the continued vitality and existence of the U.S. shrimp
industry. The livelihoods of U.S. shrimpers are threatened by cheap, unfairly traded imported
shrimp. The U.S market has become a dumping ground for shrimp that are turned away from
other major seafood importing countries. Proposed restrictions on shrimp fishing and rapidly
increasing costs of doing business also loom over the industry. The SSA is committed to
preserving the long term viability of one of our nation’s most valuable fisheries, which for
decades has been a foundation of the economy and social structure of countless coastal
communities throughout the Gulf and Southeast regions.
SSA is currently conducting a sunset review, which is required to determine if antidumping duties
should remain for imported shrimp from certain countries. John distributed surveys for shrimpers
and processors. It is very important for shrimpers and shrimp processors to participate in this
survey! If not, the antidumping duties could be lifted.
We have copies at the office, so call if you want us to send you one or more. Or you can contact John
Williams of the Southern Shrimp Alliance directly: john@shrimpalliance.com or call: 727-9345090.

Jerry’s comments:
I would like to add my personal thanks and congratulations to those who were re-elected to NCFA’s
Board, and to Sonny Davis, Glen Skinner & Joey Daniels for their willingness to serve. Special
kudos to Brent Fulcher, Glen Skinner and Leslie Daniels as officers. It takes a significant amount
of time to serve on our Board as we meet monthly, and the meetings are not short! They all
deserve the gratitude of everyone involved with commercial fishing and those who support it.
In addition, I appreciate the support of the Board in appointing me to continue for another year as
President and Corporate Secretary. It’s a role that I don’t take lightly, and offer my assurances

that we will do our utmost to address the challenges facing the industry and assure that
commercial fishermen will have a future in North Carolina.
It was very gratifying to see the excellent turnout for our annual meeting, and speaking for David &
Peggy, the staff appreciates everyone that took the time to attend our annual meeting and also the
bycatch reduction workshop and the presentation by John Williams of the Southern Shrimp
Alliance prior to our meeting. It was the best attendance of any annual meeting that I’ve been
involved with and allows us to build upon that energy for the coming year. David & Peggy spent
a considerable amount of time in preparation for the day’s events and did an outstanding job!
There is one issue that I would like to mention here concerning the Annual Meeting. I would like to
expand on the comments I made at the meeting regarding 2015. When reviewing the last year,
it’s hard to jump up and down with joy. Would you agree? I made the statement that in my 29
years of being involved, it was the harshest to commercial fishing that I can remember. My
purpose in saying that was not to depress everyone, as I’m sure everyone agreed that last year
was a tough one, but to let those involved in commercial fishing know that we, meaning the staff
at NCFA, feel it too. We are not oblivious to the negative effects of overzealous regulations that
y’all face. While it’s our job at NCFA to promote a positive face, our members will wonder what
we’ve been smoking if we don’t acknowledge the harsh climate facing fishermen!
However, I should have spent more time in speaking about the positives and how those positives can
be used to approach the issues in 2016. For example, the relationship we have with the North
Carolina General Assembly is the best it’s ever been. Commercial fishermen have many friends
in the legislature and they’re not only from the coast. That is a benefit that is directly responsible
to the effort we, and others, have put into it. Personally, I missed very few days being in Raleigh
when they were in session last year. We do need to do the same for our congressional folks in
Washington and we’ve been working on that, especially with Senator Burr, Senator Tillis and
Congressman Rouzer. Congressman Walter Jones is staunchly in our corner but we do need to
maintain that dialogue with his office so they understand our positions. Likewise, his staff keeps
us informed on upcoming issues at the federal level.
We also have Tradewinds back and try to make it better with every issue. Our website and
Facebook pages are being kept current thanks to Aundrea O’Neal. Using technology enables us
to do our best in educating consumers. Of course, those efforts need to be expanded. For the past
2 years, we have partnered with North Carolina Watermen United and NC Catch in educational
efforts at the Seafood Festival and the State Fair. We have a very good relationship with Farm
Bureau as they have been a steadfast ally. And we have a Board of Directors that’s as pro-active
as any I’ve seen. In the “old” days we had quarterly Board meetings. We now have monthly
meetings that cover a multitude of issues.
The challenges are many, but we have a positive base to build on to address those challenges. What we
really need now is for more participation in terms of MEMBERSHIP, especially half percenters.
If you commercially fish and are not a Half Percent Member, you need to be! It’s an easy way
for you to do your part in addressing the issues facing commercial fishing. If you are a dealer and

not participating, you need to be! The days for letting the other guy carry the load are over if you
want commercial fishing to continue! We can assist you in getting started as a half percenter.
Give us a call or drop us a note. Stop by the office in New Bern. Or call one of the members of the
Board. Get involved!
God bless,
Jerry

