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Sixth graders at CAMS South had the opportunity to meet with retirees from the local community to learn about their 
lives on the annual Share Your Wisdom Day (formerly known as Senior Citizens’ Day) on Friday, April 29.   

Each year teachers from team 6C invite retired people from our community to come and speak with the sixth graders.  
This year approximately 40 retirees came to share their wisdom with the students.   

“The goal of the day is to have the adults share their experiences with the hope that the sixth graders will come to 
appreciate the role other generations play in our community.  The students discovered both similarities and differences 
between life today and in the past,” said Erin Brookens, 6th grade teacher and coordinator of the event.  

The sixth graders came equipped with questions to ask the retirees.  Each retiree was matched with two to four sixth 
graders who interviewed them for an hour.  The students asked questions such as, “What was discipline like at your 
middle school?” and “What was going on in our country during your childhood?”  The sixth graders also liked to inquire 
about the retirees’ cars, education, and family.  Some retirees brought in several artifacts from their lives such as 
pictures, awards, and old newspapers.  To end the event, students and retirees came together as a large group in the 
auditorium to debrief.  Both retirees and students spoke about what they learned and appreciated about their time 
together.   

When asked about a memorable event in her life, 92 year-old Esther Wagner said, “Meeting JFK was a thrill!”  Esther 
was a tour hostess for Wolf Bus Lines and she met the president on a bus tour she hosted to the nation’s capital.   

“When we got to the White House, he came right out and greeted the group.  It was something else,” said Esther. 

 “This is one of my favorite events each school year.  Students don’t know what to expect and enter the day with 
uncertainty and shyness.  By the end of the event, the students don’t want their retirees to leave, and many sixth 
graders comment that Share Your Wisdom Day is one of their favorite days in sixth grade,” Mrs. Brookens said.    

“Students wrote thank you letters to their retirees at the end of the day. It is so nice to see how much the students 
learned and appreciated about the day,” noted Mrs. Brookens. 


