
 

 

 

2015 Annual Meeting and Conference   The H Hotel
111 West Main Street, Midland, MI 48640

May 14 & 15, 2015  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Join us May 14th - 15th at the spectacular H Hotel in Midland for this year’s Annual Conference, “Own the 
Courtroom: Trial Tips and Strategies.”  The program provides a refresher on trial practice for those who haven’t 
had the opportunity to try a case recently and is a confidence builder for those who have yet to bring a case to 
trial.  Current issues in trial practice, including the use of social media in jury selection, will also be addressed.

Program Schedule
Thursday, May 14, 2015   1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Welcome and Introduction 
1:00 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
 Mark A. Gilchrist, Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge PC;
  MDTC President

“Using Technology to Effectively Tell Your Story”
1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Speakers
 Theresa Brady, Computing Source
 Mike Ossay, Blake, Kirchner, Symonds, Larson, Kennedy & Smith, 
P.C.
 Jason Seabolt, Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge PC

“Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and Beyond: Tools for Trial?”
2:15 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Speakers
 Robin Luce Herrmann, Butzel Long
 Jennifer Dukarski, Butzel Long

REFRESHMENT BREAK 
3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

“The Art of Trial – How to Organize and Present Your Case”
3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.

Speaker
 Randall A. Juip, Foley Baron Metzger & Juip, PLLC

“What I Wish I’d Known: War Stories and Good Advice”
4:15 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Speakers
 Michael P. Coakley, Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, P.L.C.
 Hon. Stephen Carras, Midland County Circuit Court

Judicial Reception
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Scavenger Hunt
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Hospitality Suite
7:00 p.m. - ???
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Event Details
The H Hotel, 111 West Main Street, Midland, MI 48640 (989-839-0500). Registration deadline for hotel is 
April 15, 2015. Ask for Michigan Defense Trial Counsel Group Rate.

Cancellations will be accepted 72 hours prior to the event, less a $20 administrative fee. If you find you 
cannot attend but wish to send a replacement, contact MDTC and provide the alternate’s registration 
information. All registrants must complete a conference registration form.

Hotel Reservations & 
Meeting Registration

Cancellation Policy
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Friday, May 15, 2015   8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

www.mdtc.org

Welcome and Introduction 
8:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
 Mark A. Gilchrist, Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge PC;
  MDTC President

“Trial Bookends: Opening Statements and Closing Arguments”
8:15 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Speaker
 Michael J. Jolet, Hewson & Van Hellemont, P.C.

“Witness Examinations: Direct and Cross”
9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Speaker
 Gerald J. Gleeson II, Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, P.L.C.

REFRESHMENT BREAK 
9:45 a.m. – 10 a.m.

“Well, That Happened.  Dealing With Mishaps and Setbacks”
10:00 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Speaker
 Hon. Joseph Farah, Genesee County Circuit Court

“Making and Meeting Objections”
10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

Panel Members
John R. Monnich Sr., Ottenwess, Taweel & Schenk, PLC
Kevin M. Lesperance, Henn Lesperance, PLC
Jenna Wright, Kitch Drutchas Wagner Valitutti & Sherbrook

CONCLUDING REMARKS
11:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
 Mark A. Gilchrist, Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge PC;
  MDTC President

Lunch, Golf and Other Events
Golf Scramble Tournament
 Friday, May 15, 2015 
 Currie Golf Courses 
 1300 Currie Parkway
 Midland, MI 48640
 989-839-9600
 Tee times start at 12:30 p.m.
 Individuals to pay Pro-shop directly.

Fun/Run/Talk/Walk 
aka "Rockwell's Ramble"
 Friday, May 15, 2015 
 1:00 p.m.
 Sponsored by:
  Shadow Investigations, Inc. and Legal Copy Services

Awards Banquet Reception
 Friday, May 15, 2015 
 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Awards Banquet
 Friday, May 15, 2015
 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Hospitality Suite
 Friday, May 15, 2015, 9:00 p.m. – Following Banquet
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Special Events Registration Form
Currie Golf Courses • 1300 Currie Parkway • Midland, MI 48640 • 989-839-9600

Price per person is $35.00

Friday, May 15, 2015 Golf Scramble Tournament
Golf Notes: Individuals are responsible for paying to participate in the Scramble Tournament 
directly to the Pro-Shop. Fee includes: 18 hole greens fees, cart, lunch. Prizes will be awarded 
at the Friday evening banquet. In addition to the traveling trophy, prizes will be awarded for 1st 
place team, individuals closest to the pin, and longest drive (men & women). In addition to the 
traditional $5.00 Mulligan, we will again have a special $10.00 Mulligan called the “Barney” 
that participants can use on the greens. Each player is limited to two Mulligans, and one 
“Barney.”

Tee Times Start at 12:30 p.m., price per person is $35.00 - paid directly to Currie Golf Courses. 
Payment will be made onsite.

Name of Golfer:_________________________________________    Handicap:____________________________________

List the individuals you prefer to golf with. All golfers must register separately.

Name of golfer(s) if known:______________________________________________________________________________

Dress code enforced, must wear shirt with collar. NOTE: SOFT SPIKES REQUIRED ON COURSE.

Fun/Run/Talk/Walk
aka “Rockwell’s Ramble”
Friday, May 15, 2015
Starting Time 1:00 p.m. (Sharp!)

Complimentary T-shirts awarded
to the first 50 registrants. 
T-shirts sponsored by:
Shadow Investigations, Inc. 
Legal Copy Services

www.mdtc.org

Name of Participant(s):__________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Adult T-shirt Size (circle one)           M        L       XL:

Signature (each entrant must sign)

___________________________________________date_______________

___________________________________________date_______________

___________________________________________date_______________

Waiver 
For and in consideration of my 
participation in the Fun/Run/Talk/ Walk, I 
hereby agree, on behalf of myself, my 
heirs, my executor, administrators, and 
assigns to indemnify the Michigan 
Defense Trial Counsel and all officials of 
the race, and hold and save them 
harmless from and against any and all 
actions, claims, demands, liabilities, 
loss, damage or expense of whatever 
kind and nature which may at any time 
be incurred by reason of my 
participation in or my preparation for 
aforesaid race. Further, in the event of 
any injury, I do hereby give my 
permission and consent to authorize 
such first aid and/or medical and/or 
hospital care or treatment as deemed 
appropriate. I attest and verify that I 
have full knowledge of the risks involved 
in this event and am physically fit and 
sufficiently trained to participate in this 
event.
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Optional Activities
Awards Banquet Reception
Friday, May 15, 2015
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Sponsors: TBA

Awards Banquet
Friday, May 15, 2015
7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Coat and tie suggested
$85.00 per person

Excellence in Defense Award
This award will honor a civil defense 
counsel who has demonstrated superior 
professionalism and advocacy skills 
and has contributed significantly to his 
or her communities and the defense 
trial bar.

This year the award will be presented 
to: 
Thomas W. Cranmer, Miller, Canfield, 
Paddock & Stone, P.L.C.
James P. Feeney, Dykema Gossett 
PLLC

Young Lawyers Golden Gavel 
Award
Presented to a lawyer in practice 10 
years or less.

This year the award will be presented 
to: Liza Moore, Foster Swift Collins & 
Smith

Hospitality Suite
Thursday, May 14, 2015,
   Following Judges Reception
Friday, May 15, 2015,
   Following Banquet

!

Judicial Reception
Thursday, May 14, 2015
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
$65.00 per person

The reception will provide an excellent 
opportunity for the members of the 
conference to interact in a friendly 
relaxed environment.

Complimentary hors d'oeuvres and two 
drink tickets will be provided.

Scavenger Hunt
Thursday, May 14, 2015
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Ready to have some fun? Put your 
walking shoes on! Get ready to 
experience the downtown with a 
scavenger hunt. Be prepared to have a 
lot of fun and laughs as you work 
together  in teams to see who finishes 
first.

Golf Scramble Tournament
Friday, May 15, 2015
Currie Golf Courses
1300 Currie Parkway 
Midland, MI 48640
989.839.9600
Tee times start at 12:30 p.m.
$35.00 per golfer

Golf Notes: Individuals are responsible 
for paying to participate in the 
Scramble Tournament directly to the 
Pro-Shop. Fee includes: 18 hole greens 
fees, cart, lunch. Trophies will be 
awarded at the Friday evening banquet.

!
Fun/Run/Talk/Walk
aka "Rockwell's Ramble”
Friday, May 15, 2015
1:00 p.m.

Sponsors: 
Shadow Investigations, Inc. 
Legal Copy Services

A 5k course through a scenic walkway. 
Please join us by running or walking. 
This event is designed for the entire 
family. Register to attend this event by 
indicating your interest on the form on 
page 4. T-shirts awarded to the first 50 
registrants.

www.mdtc.org
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Full Name  Badge Name  
    
Spouse/Guest Full Name  (Only if attending events)  Badge Name  
     
Company or Firm Name    
    
Company Address    
    
City State Zip Fax  
    
Email Address -  must provide to get a confirmation    

    
Office Phone Number  Home Phone Number  
    
Emergency Contact  Phone Number  
    
Is this your first time attending? ❏ Yes   

❏ No 
  

  Special diet requests?  
    

Registration fees include entrance for one person to attend Educational Sessions; all other activities are extra. 
You MUST purchase a banquet ticket to attend the banquet. 

                     * MDTC Member ........................................................................................................... $285.00 $  
* non -members who register at this rate will be invoiced the difference between a member/non-member rate   

Associate Member  ......................................................................................................... $75.00 $ ____________ 

                      (For members in practice five years or less)    

 

New Member SPECIAL -- cost of meeting and 1 year of membership 
*If you are a new member registering to attend this meeting you must complete and sign the attached  
 membership application and return it with your registration form.  

 •  5 years or more in practice ......................................................................................... $395.00 $  

 •  Less than 5 years in practice ...................................................................................... $195.00 $  
 Non-member ...................................................................................................................... $325.00 $  
 
 
Optional Activities - Charges for these activities are in addition to Registration Fees  
 
Annual Fun/Walk/Talk/Run (Friday, May 15, 2015) # of persons                  x FREE $  

Banquet (Friday, May 15, 2015) # of persons  x  $85.00  $  
 

Judges’ Reception (Thursday, May 14, 2015) 
 

 
   # of persons  
  x  $65.00 $  
  Total $ __________ 

 

 
If paying by credit card, 
please check one: ❏ Visa ❏ MasterCard 

* We do not accept American Express or 
Discover 

Zip code card is 
billed to: 
_______________  

       
Account Number  Exp. Date  Authorized Signature  

Return completed form with credit card information or check made payable to: 
 MDTC 
 PO Box 66 
 Grand Ledge, MI 48837 
 Phone: 517-627-3745 / Fax: 517-627-3950 

Registration fee includes Education Sessions and Breaks. If you have any questions, 
please contact MDTC at (517) 627-3745. Payment MUST be received on or before 
date of the event. Refunds and cancellations must be received in writing 72 hours in 
advance of the event - less $20.00 administrative fee.  

 

MDTC Annual Meeting and Conference 
May 14 and 15 2015 

The H Hotel 
111 West Main Street 

Midland, MI 48640 
Phone: 989-839-0500 

Ask for Michigan Defense Trial Counsel group rate 
Updated 4/1/15 mcl 
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MDTC Membership Application 
!Yes! I would like to join the MDTC, Inc. Membership in the organization shall be by application and shall be limited to 
members who are in good standing with the State Bar of Michigan and who have as their primary focus the representation of 
parties in civil litigation. 

To the extent that I engage in personal injury litigation, I DO NOT, for the most part, represent plaintiffs.  I acknowledge 
that I have read the above and hereby make application for individual membership. 

Signature(must be signed to qualify) _________________________________________ Date ______________ 

Unless I check the box below, I also authorize MDTC to sign my name to the DRI application form which will initiate a free one 
year membership in that organization, if I am eligible. (A free one year membership in DRI is only available to MDTC members 
who are not currently, nor have ever been a DRI Member. DRI will verify eligibility.) 

!I decline a one year free membership in DRI 

First Name__________________ Middle Initial        Last Name                                                         
FirmName_____________________________________________________________ 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
City_________________________________________ State_____ Zip___________ 
Phone                                       Fax                                     Email                                                 

!Visa    !MC  Card Number ________________________________Date ___________Zip _________3digit____ 

Signature_________________________________________Date_____________Exp.Date_______ 

Federal ID. #38-2554491
MDTC dues are not deductible as a charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes, but may be deductible under other provisions of the 

IRS Code. MDTC fiscal year is June - July. 

Please Make All Checks Payable to: 
MDTC, Inc. | PO Box 66 | Grand Ledge, MI 48837 | P: (517) 627-3745 | F: (517) 627-3950 | info@mdtc.org 

Membership Category                       Practice Sections:  

 

Indicate your areas of practice:      Why be a member?: 

MDTC is committed to the principle of diversity in its membership and leadership. Accordingly, applicants are invited to indicate 
which one of the following may best describe them:  
!African American !Asian American !Hispanic !Native American !Caucasian !Other___________________ 
Number of Attorneys in your firm: !1-3 !4-10 !11-20 !21-50 !51-99 !100+ 
Date of Birth_________________  Referred by________________________  

!$195.00 (Practicing more than 5 yrs.) 
!$195.00 (In-house Counsel) 
!$95.00 (Practicing less than 5 yrs.) 
!$95.00 (Municipal & Gov’t Liability) 
!$35.00 (Judicial) 
!$35.00 (Associate) 
!$45.00 (Emeritus) 

!Appellate Practice 
!Commercial Litigation 
!General Liability 
!In-house Counsel 
!Labor and Employment 
!Law Practice Management 

!Municipal & Gov’t Liability  
!Professional Liability & Health Care 
!Trial Practice 
!Young Lawyers

!Aerospace Law 
!Alternative Dispute Resolution 
!Appellate & Amicus Curiae 
!Auto 1st Party 
!Auto 3rd Party 
!Commercial Litigation 
!Construction Law 
!Drug and Medical Device 
!Economics and MGT. of Law Practice 
!Fidelity and Surety 
!General Liability 
!Governmental Liability 
!Industrywide Litigation 
!Insurance Law 

!International Law 
!Labor and Employment 
!Lawyers’ Professionalism and Ethics 
!Life, Health and Disability  
!Medical Liability and Health Care Law 
!Municipal  
!Products Liability  
!Professional Liability  
!Technology 
!Toxic Tort & Environmental Law 
!Trial Tactics 
!Trucking Law 
!White Collar Crime 
!Workers’ Compensation 
!Other_______________________________

!Yes !No 
!Yes !No 
!Yes !No 
!Yes !No 
!Yes !No

Year Admitted to Practice Law in Michigan_________ 
Are you a member of ADTC?  
Are you a member of DRI?     
Are you In-House Counsel?    
Are you licensed to practice in Canada? 
Do you practice in Tribal Courts? 

MDTC, Inc. | PO Box 66 | Grand Ledge, MI 48837 | P: (517) 627-3745 | F: (517) 627-3950 | info@mdtc.org

“I joined MDTC when it decided to expand 
its reach to include commercial litigation 
and have been active ever since.  MDTC 
provides attorneys with great opportunities 
to network with other attorneys and judges.  
It also presents interesting and educational 
programs.  If an attorney is interested in 
joining and becoming active in a great 
organization with a rich history, this is the 
one to join.”  
- Larry Campbell, Dickinson Wright



Membership Definitions & Benefits 

Lawyers in practice more than five years -- $195.00
Can serve on board, lead committees and sections, serve on committees and sections, attend all MDTC educational programming 

and events at member rate, receive all promotional materials related to education events and the MDTC quarterly.

In-house Counsel -- $195.00
In-house counsel is defined as a licensed attorney who is employed exclusively by a corporate or other private sector 

organization, for the purpose of providing legal representation and counsel only to that corporation, its affiliates and subsidiaries.
Can serve on board, lead committees and sections, serve on committees and sections, attend all MDTC educational programming 

and events at member rate, receive all promotional materials related to education events and the MDTC quarterly.

Lawyers in practice five years or less -- $95.00
Can serve on board, lead committees and sections, serve on committees and sections, attend all MDTC educational programming 

and events at member rate, receive all promotional materials related to education events and the MDTC quarterly.

Associate Members  -- $35.00
Paralegals – non attorney professionals

Associate members are non-attorneys (employed by a law firm) or are a law student that may benefit from education or 
resources.

Attend all MDTC educational programming and events at member rate, receive all promotional materials related to education 
events and the MDTC quarterly.

Emeritus “Retired” Members -- $45.00
Emeritus members are persons who have been an active or associate member for a minimum of five years and are in good 

standing upon retirement. Return to employment by a law firm shall require transfer into an applicable membership classification.
Can serve on committees and sections, attend all MDTC educational programming and events at member rate, receive all 

promotional materials related to education events, and the MDTC quarterly.

Free – Defense attorneys 70 years or older -- FREE
Can serve on committees and sections, attend all MDTC educational programming and events at member rate, receive all 

promotional materials related to education events, and the MDTC quarterly.

Municipal Attorney -- $95.00
A municipal attorney is directly employed by the State of Michigan or a state department, authority or agency, or by a county, 

city, or township, or other local municipal organization, but does not include an individual in private practice or employed 
directly or indirectly by a law firm or as in-house counsel of a non-governmental organization. 

Can serve on board, lead committees and sections, serve on committees and sections, attend all MDTC educational programming 
and events at member rate, receive all promotional materials related to education events and the MDTC quarterly.

Judicial Members -- $35.00
A judicial member is a judge, magistrate, or referee of a Michigan court, federal court, or Indian tribal court.  Judicial members 

also include Michigan and federal administrative law judges and hearing officers.
Can serve on committees and sections, attend all MDTC educational programming and events at member rate, receive all 

promotional materials related to education events, and the MDTC quarterly.

 
What others are saying?:

MDTC, Inc. | PO Box 66 | Grand Ledge, MI 48837 | P: (517) 627-3745 | F: (517) 627-3950 | info@mdtc.org

Updated 4/3/15 kp

“Having been a member of MDTC for over 25 years, I have seen 
many changes in both the law and the organization. The one thing 

that has remained constant is the value of the educational and 
networking opportunities that the MDTC has afforded me. This has 

been a steadying influence in a career that has spanned 40 plus 
years. I would recommend membership and it's benefits to all of the 

defense bar.”  
- Tim E. Belanger, Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority

“We founded MDTC more than 30 years ago so that we could 
balance the voice of the plaintiff's bar and to pool defense resources - 

amicus briefs, help obtaining and defending expert witnesses, etc.  
Just the chance to meet twice a year at MDTC meetings should be 
worth the price of admission.  Those reasons remain valid today.”  

- Jim Kohl, James R. Kohl,  P.C.
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