
Seventh Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Dear Students and Parents, 

For the upcoming 2016-2017 school year, it is an expectation that all incoming 7th graders read at 
least one book from the attached list during the summer. We have chosen the Rebecca Caudill 
Young Readers’ Book Award 2017 Nominees as the basis for our book list of summer reading 
novels. 

We will evaluate the summer reading at the beginning of the school year. All students must have 
completed their book prior to the first day of school so teachers can assign an early 
project/assessment. The beginning of the year assessment provides a model of expectations for 
the student and allows teachers to see an early example of each student’s work. Similarly, these 
novels provide a common literary experience when discussing classroom novels, enrich 
background knowledge, and generate points of comparison and analysis throughout the year. 

Attached you will find the book list with brief summaries of the titles, a student reading log to be 
used as a tool to remind students what they have read during each session, and a critique chart to 
be filled out at the completion of the novel. Both charts will be used and collected within the first 
few weeks of the school year during Literature class. An additional written assessment will be 
completed within the first month of school, with direction from the 7th grade Literature teacher.  

We hope that each child will find a topic of interest within these titles. We expect that summer 
reading will be an enjoyable and relaxing time for all.  

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns regarding these expectations. Thank 
you for supporting our efforts in keeping students reading and learning all year long! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Eileen Paparone and Mrs. Jeanne Olmstead 



Author Title Publisher Pub 
Date

Interest 
Levels

Alexander, Kwame The Crossover Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2014 4-8

Auxier, Jonathan The Night Gardener Abrams 2014 6-8

Bradley, Kimberly 
Brubaker

The War that Saved My Life Dial 2015 5-8

Draper, Sharon Stella by Starlight Atheneum 2015 4-7

Hoffman, Alice Nightbird Wendy Lamb 2015 5-8

Holczer, Tracy The Secret Hum of a Daisy G.P. Putnam’s Sons 2014 5-8

Holm, Jennifer L. The Fourteenth Goldfish Random House 2014 4-6

Holt, K.A. Rhyme Schemer Chronicle 2014 5-8

Hopkinson, Deborah The Great Trouble Knopf 2013 5-8

Hunt, Linda Mullaly Fish in a Tree Nancy Paulsen 2015 4-6

Johnston, E.K. The Story of Owen: Dragon Slayer 
of Trondheim

Carolrhoda 2014 7-8

Korman, Gordon Masterminds Balzer & Bray 2015 4-7

Levine, Kristin The Paper Cowboy G.P. Putnam’s Sons 2014 5-8

Lowery, Lynda 
Blackmon

Turning 15 on the Road to 
Freedom: My Story of the 1965 
Selma Voting Rights March

Dial 2015 4-8

Martin, Ann. M. Rain Reign Feiwel and Friends 2014 4-7

Ryan, Pam Muñoz Echo Scholastic Press 2015 5-8

Sheinkin, Steve The Port Chicago 50: Disaster, 
Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil 
Rights

Roaring Brook Press 2014 6-8

Stroud, Jonathan The Screaming Staircase Disney/Hyperion 2013 5-8

Tingle, Tim How I Became a Ghost: A 
Choctaw Trail of Tears Story

The RoadRunner Press 2013 5-8

Venkatraman, Padma A Time to Dance Nancy Paulsen 2014 6-8
Interest levels reflect a title's combination of ability and appeal for young readers as suggested by the RCYRBA Steering 
Committee. With each annual list participants should evaluate, purchase and promote only those books which they determine 
appropriate for their students and the grade levels served. Be reminded, to participate in the program, you need only offer 12 
of the titles.
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Rebecca Caudill 2017 summaries 

Rain, Reign 
Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. Struggling with Asperger's, Rose shares a bond with her beloved dog. She's 
thrilled that her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, Rein), 
which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. Not everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and 
the other things that make her different — not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father. 
When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes missing. Rose's father shouldn't 
have let Rain out. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if it means leaving her routines and safe places to search. 

The Fourteenth Goldfish 
Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth grade. She misses her old best friend. She even misses her 
dearly departed goldfish. Then one day a strange boy shows up. He's bossy. He's cranky. And weirdly enough…he looks a 
lot like Ellie's grandfather, a scientist who's always been obsessed with immortality. Could this pimply boy really be Grandpa 
Melvin? Has he finally found the secret to eternal youth? 
Brilliant scientists like Galileo, Newton, Salk, and Oppenheimer changed the world…but can science ever go too far? With a 
lighthearted touch and plenty of humor, this book celebrates the wonder of science and explores fascinating questions about 
life and death, family and friendship, immortality…and possibility. 

Fish in a Tree 
Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her 
inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions. She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? 
However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally 
learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to 
be herself and the world starts opening up with possibilities. She discovers that there's a lot more to her, and to everyone, 
than a label, and that great minds don't always think alike. 

The Crossover 
Josh and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood. He's got mad 
beats too, beats that tell his family's story in verse. But both brothers must come to grips with growing up, on and off the 
court, as they realize breaking the rules can come at a terrible price, resulting in a game-changer for their entire family. 

The Night Gardener 
An Irish brother and sister travel to work as servants, but their new employers and the manor where they reside are not what 
they seem. Soon the children are confronted by a mysterious spectre and an ancient curse that threatens their very lives. 
More than just a spooky tale, this Victorian ghost story is also a fable about human greed and the power of storytelling. 

The War That Saved My Life 
An exceptionally moving story of triumph against all odds set during World War II, from the acclaimed author of Jefferson s 
Sons and for fans of Number the Stars. 
Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada s twisted foot to let her 
outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn t waste a minute; she 
sneaks out to join him. 
So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches 
herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan and Susan begins to love 
Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother 
fall back into the cruel hands of their mother? 



Stella By Starlight 
Stella lives in the segregated South — in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be exact. Some stores she can go into. Some 
stores she can't. Some folks are right pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of evens out, and heck, the Klan 
hasn't bothered them for years. But one late night, later than she should ever be up, much less wandering around outside, 
Stella and her little brother see something they were never supposed to see, something that is the first flicker of change to 
come, unwelcome change by any stretch of the imagination. 

As Stella's community — her world — is upended, she decides to fight fire with fire. And she learns that ashes don't 
necessarily signify an end. 

Nightbird 
Love and friendship empower a lonely girl to embrace her uniqueness and discover her strengths. 

Twig lives in Sidwell, where people whisper that fairy tales are real. After all, her town is rumored to hide a monster. And 200 
years ago, a witch placed a curse on Twig's family that was meant to last forever. But this summer, everything will change 
when the red moon rises. It's time to break the spell. 

The Paper Cowboy 
Though he thinks of himself as a cowboy, Tommy is really a bully. He's always playing cruel jokes on classmates or stealing 
from the store. But Tommy has a reason: life at home is tough. His abusive mother isn't well. In fact, she may be mentally ill. 
His sister, Mary Lou, is in the hospital, badly burned from doing a chore it was really Tommy's turn to do. To make amends, 
Tommy takes over Mary Lou's paper route. But the paper route also becomes the perfect way for Tommy to investigate his 
neighbors after stumbling across a copy of The Daily Worker, a communist newspaper. 
Tommy is shocked to learn that one of his neighbors could be a communist, and soon fear takes hold of the tight-knit 
community when Tommy uses the paper to frame a storeowner, Mr. McKenzie. As Mr. McKenzie's business slowly falls 
apart and Mary Lou doesn't seem to get any better, Tommy's mother's abuse gets worse—and Tommy reaches his breaking 
point. 

Echo 
Lost and alone in the forbidden Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and suddenly finds himself entwined in a 
puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica. 

Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California each become interwoven when the very 
same harmonica lands in their lives, binding them by an invisible thread of destiny. All the children face daunting challenges: 
rescuing a father, protecting a brother, holding a family together. How their suspenseful solo stories converge in an 
orchestral crescendo will resound in your heart long after the last note has been struck. 

Richly imagined and structurally innovative, Echo pushes the boundaries of form and shows us what is possible in how we 
tell stories. 

A Time To Dance 
This inspiring story of a young girl's struggle to regain her passion and find a new peace is told lyrically through verse, 
capturing the beauty and mystery of India and the ancient bharatanatyam dance form. This is a stunning novel about 
spiritual awakening, the power of art, and above all, the courage and resilience of the human spirit. 
Veda, a classical dance prodigy in India, lives and breathes dance, so when an accident leaves her a below-knee amputee, 
her dreams are shattered. For a girl who's grown used to receiving applause for her dance prowess and flexibility, adjusting 
to a prosthetic leg is painful and humbling. But Veda refuses to let her disability rob her of her dreams, and she starts all 
over again, taking beginner classes with the youngest dancers. Then Veda meets Govinda, a young man who approaches 
dance as a spiritual pursuit. As their relationship deepens, Veda reconnects with the world around her and begins to 
discover who she is and what dance truly means to her. 



Summer Reading Log- 7th grade Name______________________ 

Date Book Title and Author       Brief summary of what was read including a prediction for next reading 



Date Book Title and Author       Brief summary of what was read including a prediction for next reading 



Date Book Title and Author       Brief summary of what was read including a prediction for next reading 



Date Book Title and Author       Brief summary of what was read including a prediction for next reading 



Summer Reading Response 
Transitioning to 7th Grade Literacy 

Title of Book: 

Author: 

Genre: 
• Fantasy
• Adventure
• Realistic Fiction
• Science Fiction
• Historical Fiction

Brief Summary of Plot: 
Don’t give too much 
information or the 
ending!!! 

Setting: 
When and where does the 
book take place?  Past, 
present, or future? During 
what historical time 
period is the setting? 

Characters: 
Who are the main 
characters in the story?  
What are they like? 



Favorite Part: 
What was your favorite 
part of the story and why?  
Be specific and provide 
evidence and examples 
from the text. 

Personal Response: 
Provide specific 
comments of praise and 
criticism.  What did you 
like/dislike about the 
book?  What could have 
been done differently to 
make the story more 
appealing? 

Recommendation: 
Who should be the reader 
of this book?  Who is the 
best target audience for 
this type of writing? 

Rating: 
How many stars would 
you give this book and 
why?  ∗∗∗∗ 
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