
NYSAR3’s Organics Council hosts 2nd Annual NYS Organics Summit, Breaking Ground 

on Organics Diversion: New York State Gets Serious, March 31,2016: 

On March 31, over 100 professionals in the organics industry met in Syracuse for the 2016 

New York State Organics Summit, Breaking Ground on Organics Diversion: New York State 

Gets Serious. Participants from both public and private sectors across New York State and 

beyond gathered to share projects and learn the latest information on funding projects, 

regulations, and legislation. Two representatives from Puerto Rico joined the event to take 

lessons learned from New York State to enhance organics management projects in PR. 

Highlights from the day included an overview of initiatives across the state, a discussion 

about the new DEC Part 360 proposed regulations and how they relate to organics, 

strategies to incentivize diversion, and opportunities for funding new and existing 

programs. Additionally, participants were provided an opportunity to network, and share 

updates on their existing and planned programs in a facilitated forum.  

Afternoon sessions provided additional perspective on available capacity in the state for 

diverting food scraps through anaerobic digestion. Presentations shared an overview of 

total capacity in the state, in addition to the potential and challenges with tapping into this 

opportunity. The day concluded with attendees sharing their ideas on what they would like 

to see in NYS with managing organics, and how we can work together to get there.  

The planning committee for NYSAR3’s second annual organics summit drew on the 

expertise of representatives from government agencies, universities, non-profits, and 

private entities. Some of these groups included New York State (NYS) organizations 

including: The NYS Association for Solid Waste Management, NY-Solid Waste Association of 

North America, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, NYSAR3, NYSDEC in order 

to provide a broad perspective on the topic. A special thanks goes out to planning 

committee members and to the event’s sponsors: Casella and the Syracuse university 

Environmental Finance Center.  

To learn more about the Organics Council, or to get involved, please visit: 

http://www.nysar3.org/page/organics-council-20.html. The next in-person meeting of the 

Organics Council will take place at the Federation of New York Solid Waste Associations 

Annual Conference in Bolton Landing, NY. We hope to see you there. 


