
By Dan Rain 

Chairman, ‘Re-Clothe NY’ Campaign’ 
NYSAR3 and our ‘Re-Clothe NY’ Textile Recovery 

Campaign partners, the Secondary Materials and Recycled 

Textiles Association (SMART), and the Council for Tex-

tile Recycling (CTR) were thrilled to receive a U.S. EPA 

2015 Environmental Champion Award on April 24th at 

EPA Region 2 Headquarters in NYC!  

The Environmental Champion Awards are the “highest 

recognition presented to the public by EPA,” and given in 

recognition of “those who have demonstrated an out-

standing commitment to protecting and enhancing envi-

ronmental quality and public health,” according EPA Re-

gional Administrator Judith Enck. 

“The EPA Award is a huge honor for the Re-Clothe 

NY campaign, including all the municipalities that have 

participated, and our campaign partners from the private 

and not-for-profit sector. I’m grateful for all of the Textile 

Committee members who have worked hard to help ac-

complish this milestone, and very proud 

to be a part of the textile team!” said 

Dan Rain, ‘Re-Clothe NY’ Chairman.  

“It was exciting to attend the award 

ceremony on the 30th floor of the stun-

ning EPA building last Friday, in good 

company with other folks who are creat-

ing environmental change from through-

out NY, NJ and the rest of Region 2.  

“Judith Enck is a big environmental 

hero in my opinion, so for us to get to 

share the podium with her briefly was a 

real treat. I want to especially thank Jim 

Gilbert and Andrew Radin for all their 

support, including allowing me and 

Melissa Young to attend and receive the 

award on behalf of NYSAR3,” Rain 

added.  

 “The partnership between NYSAR3, 

SMART and CTR is an effective model 

of how the public and private sectors, 

along with not-for-profit entities, can 

collaborate to create statewide change,” 

said Jim Gilbert, NYSAR3 president. 

“As a result of ‘Re-Clothe NY,’ resi-

dents throughout New York have a heightened awareness 

of the need to keep textiles out of the trash in order to sup-

port jobs and minimize disposal impacts. This EPA Envi-

ronmental Champion Award recognizes the environmental 

leadership of NYSAR3 members across the state and cele-

brates their daily efforts to help residents, schools and 

businesses in their local communities reduce waste and 

conserve precious natural resources,” Gilbert added. 

The initial launch collected more than 100,000 pounds 

of textiles in municipalities across New York on America 

Recycles Day in November 2014, and the numbers con-

tinue to increase as special events and local efforts con-

tinue through Earth Day and beyond. 

The campaign produced an innovative set of public 

communication tools, including a website with a search-

able database of textile drop off locations, a media rela-

tions tool kit, and social media platforms. Recycling coor-

dinators from across the state are using these tools to edu-

cate local residents about their role in preventing over one 
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NYSAR3 Shares in EPA’s Highest Recognition –  
2015 Environmental Champion Award! 

 ’Re-Clothe NY’ Textile Recovery Campaign reps accept 2015 Environmental 
Champion Awards at EPA Region 2 Headquarters in Manhattan on April 24. 
From right to left: ‘Re-Clothe NY’ Campaign Chairman Dan Rain, NYSAR3 Board 
member and Textile Committee Chairwoman Melissa Young, Council for Textile 
Recovery (CTR) Chairman Eric Stubin, and Secondary Materials and Recycled 
Textiles Association (SMART) Board member Nir Katz.  



Continued... 
billion pounds of post-consumer textile materials, with 

a market value of over $200 million, from ending up in the 

trash each year. This unprecedented campaign generated 

statewide awareness of the need to recycle textiles, with 

traditional and digital media attention reaching more than 

4,000 media outlets. 

“We believe this collaboration with NYSAR3 and CTR 

has produced a template that can be used by any state in 

the country seeking to launch an effort to raise awareness 

about textile reuse and recovery,” said Jackie King, 

SMART executive director. “No other state in the nation 

has yet undertaken such an extensive campaign to focus 

on this material and develop resources to provide a turn-

key template for any state, municipality or town to raise 

awareness and increase diversion of this valuable and un-

tapped reuse and recycling resource. We strongly urge 

other states to take a look and use this effort as a model 

for the nation.” 

“This award 

shows what we’ve 

been able to ac-

complish as a team 

so far—including 

now influencing 

other states textile 

programs as was 

hoped, including 

MA for starters, 

according to our 

friends at SMART. 

But let’s keep the 

momentum going… there is still a lot more room for in-

creased textile recovery and more economic savings in 

New York!” Rain noted.  

For more information about statewide textile recycling, 

visit www.nytextiles.org. 
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NYSAR3 Shares in EPA’s Highest Recognition – 2015 Environmental Champion 

 The view from the 30th floor of the EPA 
 Region 2 Headquarters in NYC. 

http://www.nytextiles.org

