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$50 - Helps to fill a family’s gas tank so they can drive to and from the 
hospital for treatment or buys a week’s worth of groceries for a patient’s siblings.

$100 - Pays for one Care Kit – a customized tote bag full of goodies, gift cards and 
supplies to help the child and family pass the time during the long hospital stay for bone 
marrow transplantation.

$250 - Assists families with monthly phone or utility bills. 

$500 - Covers the cost of lab procedures that may, for instance, help 
preserve a child’s fertility.

$1,000 - Contributes to a family’s rent, mortgage or hotel costs while 
a child is undergoing cancer treatment.

$5,000 - Helps multiple families navigating their child’s cancer treatment 
and/or bone marrow or cord blood transplant.

How Your Donations Offer Hope 

A Little About Nick
At just 18 months old, Nick Wilson was 

diagnosed with leukemia. Nick endured two years 

of treatments - chemotherapy, radiation, blood and 

marrow transplants, and many other procedures - while always seizing an opportunity 

to play, laugh and smile. Despite the tremendous effort by Nick and his doctors, he 

succumbed to the disease in 2001.  After receiving incredible love and support during his 

treatment, Nick’s family vowed to give back. In 2005, the Nick Wilson Charitable Group 

was created - keeping his spirit and compassion alive by helping other children and their 

families going through difficult times.

Our Mission
The mission of  The Nick Wilson Charitable Group is to support these families by 
providing immediate and compassionate financial support for:

♥ Outpatient housing costs
♥ Medication
♥ Meal and food assistance

♥ Medical supplies
♥ Grief support
♥ Other urgent needs encountered by families

Who We AreYou Can Help!

As I sit down to write this annual letter to you, our NWCG Family, my son Nick is 
on my mind as we just marked what would have been his 18th birthday on October 
24. We had him for only a short 3 ½ years, yet his life inspired the creation of The 
Nick Wilson Charitable Group (NWCG), an organization which has touched the 
lives of many. Together with you, our loyal supporters, we are able to continue to 
provide an important support mechanism to families in crisis - hope in the darkest 
of days when families need it most.

It is our privilege and honor to draw inspiration from Nick’s spirit, each of you in 
the NWCG family and the families we support. It is important to celebrate our suc-
cesses as well as honor our fears as we move through life and its many challenges. 
We must do this to keep our spirits alive and to remember what is so very import-
ant in life - happiness, joy, love, and connection. 

I believe Cyrus had it exactly right: Giving way to our fears so that we may invest in 
love is really the only way to feed our collective spirits. To Nick, your sweet memory 
lives on indefinitely in the spirit of compassion, tenacity and hope that you embodied 
so well. These were two very special boys whose lives were cut short yet inspired 
many. With their lives as examples, my hope for all of us is to push through fear 
and to do it in a way that creates love and connection 
because that is the most important thing of all.

I wish you love and peace for the happiest 
of holidays and the new year. 

With much gratitude,

Jill Metz, President & Founder
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“I think if we work together, 
and if we invest in love 

instead of fear,our spirits 
will be unbreakable.” 

Message from the President

– Cyrus Zentzis  1998-2014



Community
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Kids Helping Kids 

For the last several years, the Vacation Bible School 

from St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Portland, Oregon 

has donated Build-A-Bear bears to the NWCG Care 

Kit Program.  The children hear the story of Nick and 

his illness and are told about his time in the hospital - 

all of which teaches the children about compassion and 

how one’s spirit can be a driving force even in the face 

of difficulty.  After Nick’s story, the children head to the Build-A-Bear Workshop at a local 

mall to create a special bear for a child who they know would need a special friend.  The fun is 

contagious as they carefully and lovingly choose the bears and their outfits.  Each child took 

care to ensure the bear and outfit were soft and cuddly, not wanting anything that might be 

scratchy against a patient’s skin. The children were proud of each bear as they knew their bear 

“friends” would be a great comfort to a patient.  This year, more than15 bears were donated, 

and as evidenced by the huge smiles on the patients faces who received these bears so far, the 

kids did a great job as usual!  

A big NWCG thank you goes out the St. Luke’s Vacation Bible School! Great job kids!

Allison Franco, RN, BSN
How did you come to learn about NWCG?
I was a nurse at Doernbecher Childrens’ Hospital and 
knew the Metz-Wilson family when Nick was going 
through treatment. I left Doernbecher for a time and 
upon my return to working at Doernbecher in 2008 as 
the pediatric bone marrow transplant nurse coordina-
tor, I learned about NWCG.

I learned about NWCG because of the direct work 
that they do with our transplant team, in providing our 
patients and families one-of-a-kind support throughout 
the transplant process.

How did you first get involved as a NWCG supporter?
I started getting involved with NWCG by attending their fundraising events. That led 
to my becoming a liaison to the patients and their families.

How many years have you been on the NWCG Board?
I’ve been a member of the NWCG board for 3 years and am honored to be a part 
of this dedicated and compassionate group of individuals.

What motivates you to serve on the NWCG board?
Jill and Addison provide leadership and serve as a constant reminder of why we do 
the work we do - trying to make things a little easier for families going through one 
of the most difficult times in their lives. The community of support for NWCG that 
Jill and Addison have rallied is impressive.

Do you think NWCG makes a difference in the lives of the 
families whom they serve?
I get to see firsthand, on a daily basis, the effects of the generosity of the supporters 
of NWCG. The amount of financial and emotional support that the families receive 
from this organization makes a big impact on relieving some of challenges of sup-
porting a child and family going through this treatment.

SpotlightBoard Member

Are you interested in volunteering for NWCG? Contact Jill Metz at jillmetz@comcast.net.



10% from the sale of each 
‘toy soldier’ will be donated to 
the glassybaby white light fund 

in further support of the 
Nick Wilson Charitable Group.

Order yours today at
glassybaby.com

“Thanks for helping my sister. It really 
means a lot to me!”

“We want to offer our thanks to your organization 
for being able to help out at the last minute for 
financial support for the fertility preservation 
procedure for my child. Blessings.”

From NWCG Families
Gratitude

Words of

“Another amazing act of kindness: The Nick Wilson Charitable Group 

knew about [my son’s] passing and generously paid for funeral home 

expenses. Sitting in a funeral home making arrangements for your child, 

who was not long ago a vibrant, loving force of beauty and happiness, 

is another facet of this parent’s worst nightmare. Thank you 

Nick Wilson for helping us through another harrowing moment!”

“We were so grateful to receive the bag of goodies, and the discharge 

kit was super helpful as we commuted back and forth to the hospital 

after my child’s bone marrow transplant.  As recipients of your financial 

support, please know how very, very grateful we are to you and the 

foundation for helping our family through this challenging time.  

Thanks for all the good you are doing!”

Fundraising Events
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Save the date:  
Friday, February 5, 2016
glassybaby roadshow comes to Portland in further 

support of the Nick Wilson Charitable Group, venue tbd.

H
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G

I F T  I D E A



What a great day we had at the 13th annual Nick Wilson Memorial Golf Scramble on August 7, 
2015! Thirty-two foursomes competed on a beautiful summer day in support of families with 
children undergoing blood and marrow transplantation at Doernbecher Children’s Hospital in 
Portland. The foursome of Jeff Gale, Michael Gale, Jeff Elorriaga, and Sam Baker took the tourna-
ment’s top honors with low gross. Congratulations, guys!

The post-golf awards dinner was a special one to be sure. Tony Martinez from KPTV Fox 12 
expertly emceed the evening for his 7th consecutive year. Dr. Dana Braner, Physician-in-Chief of 
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital spoke to the group about the importance of family support 
while beautifully weaving in poignant recollections of Nick Wilson and his family – all infused 
with his unique brand of humor and compassion. Daniel Kaplan spoke about his family’s experi-
ence going through cancer treatment and bone marrow transplantation with his son Zev. It was 
truly an inspiring, touching and often hilarious account of what little Zev and their whole family 
went through over the last two years.  We are grateful for both speakers sharing their unique 
perspectives with our NWCG family. The event raised more than $66,000 to help bridge the 
financial gap families encounter when they have a child critically ill.

We cannot thank our participants, sponsors and donors enough for their loyal 
support of our annual event. Your generous support makes our mission possible!

Save the

Date for 

next year!

Aug. 12, 2016

Fundraising Events

Pictured above:
Kris Bundy, Andy Vessely, 

Addison Wilson, Steve Blattner

2nd Place Team

Team Vessely

Pictured above:
Jeff Gale, Jeff Elorriaga

Michael Gale, Sam Baker

1st Place Team

Team Gale

Special thanks to Tony Martinez 
of KPTV Channel 12 for his help 
again this year.  We are grateful 

to have him with us for the 
7th year in a row!

13th Annual Nick Wilson Memorial Golf Scramble
$66,000 raised to help families
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Program Support & Impact
Meet just a few of the many children your generous support has helped....Your donations enable us to keep fulfilling our mission. We couldn’t do this without your support!
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NWCG is the only non-profit 
organization in Oregon 
that provides compassionate 
financial support exclusively 
to pediatric blood and marrow 
transplant patients in the 
Pacific Northwest.

NWCG provides financial 
assistance for fertility 
preservation procedures so 
that patients have the option 
to have a family one day.

NWCG provides $1,500 in 
financial support to all blood 
and marrow transplant families 
at Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital in Portland, Oregon.

NWCG provides financial 
support for funeral expenses 
in the unfortunate case that 
the child does not survive.

NWCG has donated more 
than $95,000 in gift cards 
to families through our 
“Help Today” program, 
helping with gas, groceries or 
whatever families may need.

NWCG was founded in 
2005 by Nick Wilson’s parents, 
Jill Metz & Addison Wilson.



Family Profile 
Meet Adorable and Spunky Togho
Several years ago, at just  2 ½ years old, this 
sweet little boy was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor.  He was immediately referred to the 
Children’s Cancer Center at Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital in Portland and, shortly 
thereafter, admitted to the Bone Marrow 
Transplant unit for several months to 
undergo autologous transplants 
(a transplant using his own cells) that 
would hopefully cure his aggressive disease.  
As is the case with some families, Togho’s 
family was reluctant to take advantage of the 
financial support available to them through 
NWCG’s Family Grant Program, as they felt 
that they had quite a bit of support from 
family and friends and wanted to make sure 
the funds were available for another family 
that was in greater need of support.

Fast forward three years and little Togho has 
grown to be a spunky child with the mischie-
vous smile who is now doing well and enjoying 
things like school and playdates; however, as is 
very common, his life-saving treatments have 

left some lasting side effects - his in the form 
of hearing loss in both ears. His parents were 
told that he would need hearing aids in both 
ears.   Unfortunately, the needed hearing aids 
cost more than $5,000 a pair and are not 
always covered by insurance.   

Hoping for assistance, the family approached 
the medical social workers at Doernbecher 
who then reached out to us asking if NWCG 
could assist this family even though it had been 
several years since Togho’s transplants. It is 
so important for NWCG to meet our goals 
of helping as many families as we can that we 
were happy to be able to support Togho’s 
family with a Family Grant to help defray a 
portion of the costs of the expensive hearing 
aids. NWCG continues to be honored to be 
able to provide significant financial support 
to families in situations like this.  Thanks to 
you, our generous donors, Togho’s family 
continues to feel the love and support from 
the NWCG community even after their 
child’s treatment had ended.

FAMILY GRANTS
Helping families to cover the many expenses they encounter while their child is undergoing 
cancer treatment and blood & marrow transplantation is our primary goal. Support for mortgage, 
rent, hotel costs, car payments, utility bills, child care, and insurance premiums are just some of the 
ways we help families financially. 

4	26 families received up to $1,500 in financial support and two families received bereavement 
support to help with their child’s funeral expenses.
Financial support provided: $36,264

LAB WORK
This program helps families pay for lab expenses that aren’t covered by health insurance. 
The two procedures that are typically requested, and for which we provide support, are fertility 
preservation procedures and bone marrow typing.

4	12 patients were supported with up to $500 for fertility preservation.

Financial support provided: $4,550

CARE KITS
Patients and their families receive a Care Kit upon their child’s admission for bone or marrow 
transplantation. A Care Kit is a large tote bag containing comforting and useful items for the 
entire family with the goal of providing comfort and diversion during their long hospital stay. 
Each Care Kit includes a snuggly blanket, toys, gift cards, toiletries, games, snacks, music, books, 
art supplies, and resource materials.

4	25 Care Kits were distributed.

Financial support provided: $1,096 plus $1,875 in gift cards

HELP TODAY
Helping families buy a tank of gas or a bag of groceries on the day that they need it is the 
purpose of this program. There is no waiting. Families get the help they need, today.

4	505 gift cards ($25 or more) distributed to any family in the Children’s Cancer Center 
 who needed help with gas, food, clothing, and other household items.
Financial support provided: $12,620

CENTRAL LINE PROTECTIVE VESTS
 These vests are worn by babies and toddlers to help protect their central line catheters 
(a port to deliver chemotherapy) to prevent them from being jostled and damaged.

Financial support provided: $538

MEMORIALS
A modest memorial acknowledgment is sent to families in the unfortunate event that their child 
passes away.

Financial support provided: $212

2014-2015 Program Impact
Total Family Support: $55,279
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Golf Tournament Sponsorship Opportunities
Championship Sponsor $5,000
Benefits include two foursomes registrations and two hole signs with 
your name or logo; acknowledgment as Championship Sponsor on all 
event materials; opportunity to include company promotional prod-
ucts in tee prize bag. This sponsorship level provides two families with 
Family Grant support for one year and lab support for four children or 
teens. Value $1,050; estimated tax deduction is $3,950.

Golf Ball or Golf Cap Sponsor $3,500/each
Benefits include one foursome registration and one hole sign with your name or logo; your logo 
on high quality golf balls or golf caps given to all players; acknowledgment as Golf Ball or Golf Cap 
Sponsor on all event materials; opportunity to include company promotional products in tee prize 
bag. This sponsorship level provides two families with Family Grant support for one year and lab 
support for one child or teen. Value $775; estimated tax deduction is $2,725. 

Super Hero’s Foursome $2,000
Benefits include one foursome registration and one hole sign with your name or logo; 
acknowledgment as a Super Hero’s Sponsor on all event materials; opportunity to include 
company promotional products in tee prize bag.  This sponsorship level provides one family 
with Family Grant support for one year and lab support for one child or teen. Value $525; 
estimated tax deduction is $1,475.

Hero’s Foursome $1,500
Benefits include one foursome registration and one hole sign with your name or logo; 
acknowledgment as a Hero’s Sponsor on all event materials; opportunity to include company 
promotional products in tee prize bag.  This sponsorship level provides one family with Family 
Grant support for one year.  Value $525; estimated tax deduction is $975.

Family Sponsor $1,000
Benefits include two player registrations and one hole sign with your name or logo; 
acknowledgment as a Family Sponsor on all event materials; opportunity to include company 
promotional products in tee prize bag.  This sponsorship level provides lab support for two 
children or teens for one year.  Value $275; estimated tax deduction is $725.

Hole Sponsor $500
Benefits include one player registration and one hole sign with your name or logo; 
acknowledgment as a Hole Sponsor on all event materials; opportunity to include company 
promotional products in tee prize bag.  This sponsorship level provides one child or teen with 
lab support for one year.  Value $150; estimated tax deduction is $350.

DONATE: Cash donations to support our programs are always needed and greatly appreciated. 

Make a secure online contribution at www.NickWilsonCG.org, or mail to NWCG, PO Box 80852, 

Portland, OR 97280.  All donations are fully tax-deductible.

VOLUNTEER: NWCG is always looking for enthusiastic and energetic individuals to help plan 

our events, especially our annual golf tournament held in August. Share your time and talents in 

helping to plan and participate in events that raise funds and awareness for NWCG!

DONATE GIFT CARDS: A gift card for gas or groceries can make a huge difference to 

families who find themselves living on the edge—buy them a tank of gas or a bag of groceries, 

or provide that much-needed cup of coffee to break up those long hospital stays. Gift cards 

can be purchased for kids, teens and their families at many area stores including Fred Meyer, 

Safeway, Starbucks, Walgreens,Target, and iTunes. $25 denominations are preferred. 

DONATE BLOOD: Whole blood is always in demand at area hospitals, especially for 

cancer patients who need frequent blood transfusions. Contact the Red Cross to schedule 

an appointment at 1-800-448-3543 or www.redcrossblood.org.

DONATE BONE MARROW: Join the bone marrow registry with just a swab of your 

cheek, and help a child or adult needing a life-saving blood or marrow transplantation. Visit 

Be the Match Foundation at www.bethematch.org for more information.

EVENT PARTICIPATION: Come join us at any of our fun events throughout the year. 

Consider a sponsorship at our annual Nick Wilson Memorial Golf Scramble (see opposite page).

Donate at: nickwilsoncg.org

How Can You Help?
No family in need is turned away!
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Save the

Date for 

next year!

Aug. 12, 2016
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In honor of Sampson Courtney
Donna and Aaron Courtney

In honor of Joyce Croucher 
Ron Croucher

In honor Carey Fitzmaurice
Stuart and Karen Gansky

In honor of the Kathrein Family
Nina Randall

In honor of Amy Kenagy
Maurice Scott and Susan Scott

In Honor of Jill Metz
Bernie and Shirley Croucher 

In honor of Richard Sutherland
Donald Sutherland and Donna Sutherland

In memory of Brent Hillard
Orly and Beverly Alia
Brad Hillard

In memory of Christopher Johnson
Stephen and Robyn Johnson

In memory  of Evora Kavanaugh
Dan and Jennifer Kavanaugh

In memory of Sarah Mace
Carie and Alan Mace

In memory of Cameron Metz
Evva Swan

In memory of Nick Wilson
Bernie and Shirley Croucher
Ron and Joyce Croucher
The Metz/Wilson Family
Cindy Olson

Tributes

Many thanks for the donations in honor and memory of loved ones.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
August 31, 2015

  

ASSETS  

 Cash and Cash Equivalents  $  129,257 

 Other - gift cards   2,084

 TOTAL ASSETS    $  131,341 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY   

 Liabilities    $ -

 Total Liabilities     -   

 Equity    

 Net Assets in Excess of Liabilities  $  131,341  

 NET ASSETS & LIABILITIES  $  131,341  

  

PROFIT & LOSS
September 1, 2014 - August 31, 2015

  

REVENUES     

 Direct Public Support   $  17,175

 Special Events Fundraising (net of costs)    46,373

 Grants     9,530    

 Interest Income      10  

 TOTAL REVENUES   $  73,088  

EXPENSES     

 Program Expenses    $  55,279  

 Administration and Operation     13,534  

 TOTAL EXPENSES    $  68,813 

 Change in Net Assets  $  4,275 

 Net Assets at Beginning of Year   127,066  

Net Assets at End of Year  $  131,341 

Financials
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