
       

Purpose 

Annually over fifty million head of domestic and imported cattle and calves are marketed and transported for breeding, 

feeding, and slaughter in the United States.  Nearly all of these cattle are transported via semi-truck and trailer.  In other 

regions pickup truck and pull type trailers are used regularly to move cattle and calves to or from pasture or to market.  It 

is estimated that there are 400,000 head of livestock on the road on any given day in the United States. The transport of 

livestock is an integral and economically significant part of the beef cattle industry.   

 

The number of livestock transported in the United States via semi-truck and trailer has significantly increased since the 

mid 1950’s.  Anti-animal agriculture activist groups widely used a ban on the transport of equine animals to slaughter to 

drive the abolition of equine slaughter in the United States.   Within the beef cattle industry, there is concern activist 

groups will attempt to further regulate livestock production by writing and supporting legislation banning the transport of 

food animals for slaughter.   

 

As the number of livestock being transported via motor vehicle has increased, so has the number of accidents involving 

livestock.    A major percentage of the livestock transport accidents in the United States and Canada involved semi-trucks 

carrying cattle.  Currently in the United States, standard operating procedures for addressing accidents involving the 

transport of livestock do not exist.  The Bovine Emergency Response Plan (BERP) developed a framework for local 

emergency responders and law enforcement to more appropriately address accidents involving cattle transport vehicles.  

The Plan includes standardized procedures, suggestions and materials for dispatchers and first responders in the areas of 

call assessment, scene arrival and assessment, scene containment and security, extraction of cattle from the trailer, 

relocation of cattle involved in the accident, mortality disposal, securing the wrecked transport vehicle (if needed), 

humane euthanasia of cattle, and debriefing.    

 

It is for the needs of first responders and their safety that this training is targeted. 

 

Course Goal and Learning Objectives 

 Course Goal  

This training will provide agricultural and traditional responders with an introduction, some performance skills 

and understanding, relative to some of the unique situations for emergency responders that motor vehicle 

incidents with bovines can present.  The knowledge and skills gained will assist in the effective preparation and 

response to this type of emergency and the unique situations that are presented.   

 Learning Objectives 

 At the conclusion of the training the first responder will be able to: 

1. Recognize some of the unique features of incidents where bovine or large animals are involved. 

2. Recognizing hazards associated with incidents involving bovines and other large animals. 

3. Understand biosecurity issues associated with livestock (zoonotic disease, Foreign Animal Disease (FAD), 

etc.) 

4. Demonstrate understanding of animal behavior, animal care and welfare and animal handling techniques for 

bovines and other large animals. 

5. Describe the various methods of proper animal restraint and humane euthanasia that may be used in 

emergencies involving bovines or other large animals. 

6. Develop skills in creating containment strategies using existing structures, gates, panels etc. to restrict 

movement of cattle for triage, controlling loose animals, etc. 

7. Extrication of live animals/mortality from damaged transporter. 

8. Describe proper handling of mortality at scene and after. 

9. Enhance understanding of descriptive terms relative to bovine livestock. 

10. Understanding the importance of debriefing following an incident involving bovines or other large animals.  
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Target Audience 

 Basic Characteristics 

This training is intended for first responders (including Fire Service, Law Enforcement and EMS), emergency 

management, public health, public safety communicators, governmental, administrative, and others who may 

provide support, assistance or aid to those dealing with bovine or large animal emergencies. 

 Audience Needs 

The agricultural or traditional responders will answer the call to incidents involving bovines or other large 

animals within their jurisdiction.  They will respond to incidents that present unique hazards and situations and 

could assume the immediate role of Incident Commander (IC) until the local ICS and emergency response plans 

have been implemented. 

At the conclusion of the training the responders/participants will: 

a. Recognize some of the unique hazards and responder safety issues associated with bovine motor 

vehicle incidents. 

b. Know ICS and the application of protocols to be integrated in response to bovine and large animal 

emergencies. 

c. Know some of the issues and concerns of bovine and large animal incidents. 

d. Know proper animal care and handling methods and humane euthanasia techniques. 

Educational Credits 

Certificate of Training, approved CEU’s: 8 hours for WV Law Enforcement; 8 hours for WVOEM Directors; 

credit applied for from WV EMS and WV VMA. 

Scope of the Course 

The BERP course is designed to be 1 day course providing and overview of response and issues present in 

incidents involving bovines and other large animals.*  Lectures include background and response actions, 

biosecurity, proper animal care and handling, humane euthanasia, mortality handling and disposal.  Hands-on 

training provides knowledge in animal handling, euthanasia, and triage and containment.   

 

Contacts for more information: 

 

Frank Chapman                                    Classroom portion will be held @ Putnam County Courthouse  

Putnam County EMA                                 2nd floor Court room  

100 Emergency Lane                                  12093 Winfield Road  

Winfield, WV 25213                                  Winfield WV 25213 

304-586-0253      

304-586-0255 FAX 

fchapman@putnamwv.org 

 

Registration fee includes lunch, manual and certificate for successful completion of the coursework. 

 

Pre-Registration by April 20th receives free t-shirt 

 

To register:  http://www.123contactform.com/form-1347310/Bovine-Emergency-Response-Plan-BERP-For-First-

Responders 

Or contact Frank Chapman (contact info above). 

 

*Course limited to the first 60 persons whose applications are received by Putnam County EMA 100 Emergency Lane 

Winfield WV 25213. 
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7:45 am Register 

8:00 am Administrative Overview/ Pre test-BERP Team 

8:30 am Introduction to BERP and Local Emergency Planning- Dave Workman, WVU Extension 

 

9:15 am Transportation Hazards-Jerry Yates, WVU Davis College 

10:00 am Break 

10:15 am Biosecurity 

10:35 am Mortality Issues-Dr. Steve Boyles, The Ohio State University; Dave Workman, WVU  

11:00 am Euthanasia 

12:00 noon  Lunch 

1:00 pm Debriefing/Safety –Dave Workman, WVU  

1:15 pm Animal Care and Handling-Dr. Steve Boyles, The Ohio State University 

2:30 pm Depart for the Arena/Break 

2:35 pm Trailers up close 

3:00 pm Animal Handling Practicum-Dr. Steve Boyles, OSU; Dr. Darin Matlick, WVU; Jerry Yates, WVU 

4:00 pm Euthanasia Practicum- 

4:45 pm Post test/Distribute Certificates-BERP Team 

5:00 pm Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


