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Susan McCormick’s passion for drama started early. Growing up 
on a ranch near Bozeman, Montana, she attended Malmborg 
School, a tiny one-room school with a single teacher, three 
students in her grade and at most 21 total students.

“We would do Christmas plays and Mother's Day pageants,” 
Susan said. “That's I think where I started loving theatre. Every-
body had to play something.”

This year marks Susan’s 38th year of teaching. She taught mid-
dle school and high school in Montana for a decade before she
started at Highland Park Middle School (HPMS) and McCol-
loch Intermediate School (MIS), where she teaches classes in 
acting, musical theatre and creativity. 

“When I started teaching, I could see the change that drama 
would create in kids,” Susan said. “I could see also that it was a 
safe place for kids to be ¬– to use that creative energy and just 
to grow. That whole idea to me is very, very fulfilling.”

Susan said she teaches at the middle school level to impact kids 
during a transition period in their lives. Those years were a difficult 
period for her, and she remains grateful for a mentor she had dur-
ing that time. 

“I had a speech teacher who took an interest in me and got me 
involved in the speech and drama program, and I had some suc-
cess at that,” she said. “He really gave me a place to be. I feel like 

it's so important in middle school for students to have a place 
to be. You need a place where you can feel safe and comfortable 
and have friends and still challenge yourself.”

The Theatre Department produces four shows per year, and the 
spring show is a collaboration of fifth through eighth-graders. 
There will be four opportunities to see Seussical the Musical, with 
performances April 16-19 in the MIS/HPMS auditorium. 

“We just finished And Then They Came for Me, which is a show 
set in the Holocaust,” she said. “It's a very somber, thoughtful 
show. So I wanted to pick something that was very colorful and 
very light and fun and happy as the next show.” 

The parents are an invaluable resource, Susan said. They help 
with everything from costumes to set building to publicity and 
selling tickets. 

“I have a really, really supportive parent group here,” Susan said. 
“They're very involved in all the aspects of the show, and we could 
not do our program without the support of all the parents. It’s really 
wonderful for the parents to see what goes on behind the scenes 
and to watch what their kids can do and how they grow as actors.”

One special cast member even gets to wear the drama cloak, a 
concept that originated in England. 

“The cast and crew vote on the person that they feel most exem-

plifies the spirit of the show,” she said. “That person is awarded 
the drama cloak when we do circle right before opening night, 
and they wear it in curtain call every night of the show.” 

Susan also loves art and has painted a small mural for each pro-
duction on the wall outside the drama room. 

Susan finds inspiration in all the amazing places she travels. In 
December, she and MIS/HPMS Principal Dr. Laurie Hitzel-
berger took a trip to China, an opportunity that arose through a 
partnership with the Confucius Classroom at The University of 
Texas at Dallas.
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“We had the opportunity to visit Beijing and Nanjing, and we 
visited a number of schools and historical places,” Susan said. “It 
was a fascinating, fascinating trip. I loved it!”

Some of her favorite shows are Matilda, Memphis and Kinky 
Boots. Every year, she takes a group of students to London to see 
Phantom of the Opera and visit Stratford-Upon-Avon. 

“The best show I ever saw in my entire life was 100 years ago 
probably in Stratford-upon-Avon,” Susan said. “It was Antony 
Sher in Richard III. He was absolutely brilliant!”  She said she 
would never forget that performance “ever, ever, ever.”
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